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Activities for February 2009 

County Program Director & Civic Communication Specialist 

 Community contact: 

¶ 4 columns in Springfield News-Leader 

¶ 4 columns in Republic Monitor 

¶ Total news service stories written -- 39 

¶ Spots on KOLR - 1 

¶ Media calls ï 21 special media/story in-

quiries of me (probably a record for one 

month) 

¶ E-mailed questions (related to story top-

ics) responded to ï 38 

¶ Botanical Center ï Meetings with Miles 

Park on building and furniture/

equipment; contacts with donors regard-

ing in-kind gifts; answering questions 

about impact of city tax proposal. 

¶ Winter mailing has now generated gifts 

in excess of $2,900. 

¶ Working on updates and redesigns of 

several regional publications; regional 

website updates; finished publication of 

2008 Greene County Annual Report. 

 

Southwest Region News Service value: 
¶ # of stories printed in January: 194 

¶ # of subscribers added: 56 (I think this is 

a record for one month too) 

¶ Print coverage in December: $196,389 

¶ Cumulative print and TV value for 2008: 

$2,415,796. 

 

Participated in: conducted office staff meet-

ing; day-long continuing education program 

on managing multiple 

priorities & deadlines; 

attended a day-long 

continuing education 

program on time man-

agement skills. 

 

Working on: new 

content delivery for 

the news service; 

worked on and re-

searched possible 

revenue producing programs for county of-

fice; impact reporting for the year. 

 

CPD Duties: CPD related meetings, CPD 

related office visits and CPD communica-

tions ð102; worked on budget and person-

nel issues, affirmative action reporting, 2009 

annual report, office schedules, ongoing in-

struction for Tim Siebert, council meetings 

and council elections. 

 

Marketing Project:  Thanks to Dennis 

Grisham, Citizens National Bank will feature 

the Greene County office of MU Extension 

in one of its upcoming statement mailers to 

customers. This insert will focus on the work 

Dennis has done with MU Extension as well 

as the resources MU Extension can offer the 

community. The insert will be mailed to 

20,000 households in Greene County and 

7,000 households in Christian County.  

University of Missouri Extension does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national  

origin, sex, sexual orientation, religion, age, disability or status as a Vietnam era veteran in employment or programs. 

David Burton 
Civic communication 

burtond@missouri.edu 

Becky Fay é page 4 

Dr. Jim Wirth é page 5 

Jeff Barber é page 6 

Terry Egan é page 7 

Nutrition Program é page 8 

Lorri Winters é page 9 

Nancy Chambers é page 9 

Program spotlight é page 10 



Page 2 

Greene County ñReaching Outò Report   Last Updated February 20, 2009 

¶ ñElderberry Update,ô Missouri Small 

Fruit & Vegetable Conference, Spring-

field (2/18) 

 

Coordinated:  

¶ Fruit Pruning Workshop, Goodman, MO 

(2/2)Greene County 

Master Gardener 

Level 1 training (7 

sessions) 

¶ 2009 Missouri Small 

Fruit and Vegetable 

Conference, Spring-

field, MO (2/16-18 

¶ Elderberry research 

and development 

committee meeting, 

Springfield, MO 

(2/18) 

¶ Horticulture soil test reports - recom-

mendations and distribution for SW 

region ï 65 total reports to customers 

 

Participated in: 

¶ Winter Gardening Seminar, Springfield, 

MO (1/24) 

¶ Food Safety from Field to Market, Mt 

Vernon (1/31) 

¶ Mid Atlantic Fruit and Vegetable Con-

vention, Hershey, PA (2/4-5) 

¶ Kansas City Crime Commission ReEntry 

Garden Project committee meeting (2/6) 

¶ Midwest Grape and Wine Conference, 

Osage Beach (2/7-9) 

¶ Greene County Master Gardener meet-

ing, Springfield (2/10) 

¶ Master Naturalist board mtg, Springfield 

(2/11) 

¶ Friends of the Garden board meeting, 

Springfield, MO (2/12) 

¶ Cohort 10 ITV training, Reeds Spring 

(2/13) 

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 

Horticulture Specialist & Master Gardener Report 

Patrick Byers 
Horticulture 

byerspl@missouri.edu 

 

 TV and Radio 

¶  Radio with Lewis Miller, KWTO (1/29) 

¶  3 live interviews with KOLR10ôs Tom 

Trtan   

 

Print media 

¶ Contributed to several articles 

¶ Interview with News-Leader for story on 

vandalism at Nathaniel Greene/Close 

Park 

¶ Requests for information (1/24-2/19) 

¶ Site visits ï 2 made for consultation 

¶ Telephone contacts ï 68 for advisement 

¶ Email contacts ï 18 contacts 

¶ Office visits ï 3 for consultation 

 

Programs Presented: 

¶ ñFood Safety Concerns in the Field: Field 

preparation & planting, manure usage & 

crop cultural guidelines,ò Food Safety 

from Field to Market, Mt Vernon, MO 

(1/31) 

¶ ñPruning Fruit Trees,ò Fruit Pruning 

Workshop, Goodman, MO (2/2) 

¶ ñHome Fruit Production,ò Neosho Master 

Gardener class (2/2) 

¶ ñElderberry Research and Production in 

Missouri,ò Mid Atlantic Fruit and Vege-

table Convention, Hershey, PA (2/4) 

¶ ñGuidelines for Growing Blueberries on 

Mineral Soils,ò Mid Atlantic Fruit and 

Vegetable Convention, Hershey, PA 

(2/5) 

¶ ñRoundtable Discussion, Elderberry Pro-

duction,ò Mid Atlantic Fruit and Vegeta-

ble Convention, Hershey, PA (2/4-5) 

¶ ñTrickle Irrigation System Maintenance 

and Fertigation,ò Midwest Grape and 

Wine Conference, Osage Beach, MO 

(2/7) 

¶ ñHome Fruit Production,ò Greene County 

Master Gardener class, Springfield, 

(2/10) 



Community Contact 

¶ Made 18 face-to-face visits including two 

city mayors and one city administrator. 

¶ Over 370 emails received and over 150 

emails sent. 

¶ The City of Rogersville has agreed to list 

soil test information on their website 

(information and logo sent). The Greene 

County Extension has listed Rogersville 

as a partnership link on its website and 

the City of Rogersville as reciprocated.  

¶ The City of Battlefield has agreed to list 

soil test information on their website 

(information and logo was emailed to 

them). They have also agreed to include 

soil test information in their newsletter, 

which is distributed to approximately 

2,900 households. The Greene County 

Extension has listed Battlefield as a part-

nership link on its website. 

¶ The City of Willard has agreed to list soil 

test information on their website 

(information and logo was emailed to 

them). They have also agreed to include 

soil test information in their March news-

letter, which is distributed to approxi-

mately 3,600 households. The Greene 

County Extension has listed Rogersville 

as a partnership link on its website. 

¶ The City of Republic has agreed to in-

clude soil test information in one of their 

monthly newsletters, which is distributed 

to approximately 4,000 households. They 

have also expressed interest in including 

MU Extension articles in newsletters. 

¶ Greene County Extensionôs furniture 

needs for the new Botanical Center have 

been forwarded via an email distribution 

list to about 150 interior designers who 

may be doing work for clients interested 

in parting with existing furniture as they 

purchase new. Two face-to-face visits 

were related to obtaining furniture for the 

Botanical Center.  
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Meetings and Activities 

¶ Attended County 

Council Meeting. 

¶ Attended Regional 

County Council 

Meeting at South-

west Research Cen-

ter in Mount Vernon. 

¶ Attended County 

Program Director 

teleconference. 

¶ Attended Greene 

County Commission 

Meeting. 

¶ Conducted foundation research at The 

Library Center. 

¶ Attended regional staff conference call. 

¶ Attended Master Gardener Board Meet-

ing. 

¶ Worked on possible contract for service. 

¶ Attended budget training via Adobe Con-

nect call. 

¶ Attended Greene County Extension Staff 

Meeting. 

¶ Attended faculty meeting and ñPublic 

Goodò In-Service Education at the TCRC 

in Reeds Spring. 

¶ Completed application for $5,000 grant. 

Urban Program Specialist Report 

Dr. Tim Siebert 
Urban Programs 

siebertt@missouri.edu 



Community Contact 

 

¶ 2/12 ï Met with Nick and Jake at the 

Rutledge-Wilson farm ï discussed part-

nering 4-H events at this location in the 

near future  

¶ Finalized recreational plans for summer 

camp with Roaring River Park Ranger 

Dusty Reid and Tim Smith Nature Center 

staff and Missouri Department of Conser-

vation outdoors skills specialist Jean 

Mayer  

 

Leadership 

 

¶ Supervision and leadership provided to 

YPAôs in Greene, Christian and Dallas 

counties  

¶ 2/17 ï Met with mentor Terry Egan 

¶ Counseled 4-H club leaders from the Sho

-Me 4-H club, and the goat leader from 

the Bois DôArc Braves club  

¶ Accepted and processed youth applica-

tions for the State 4-H Horse Judging 

contest, assisted Sherry Kelley, Leaders 

Council Treasurer in paying the state 4-H 

dues for Greene County ï 262 members 

and 102 volunteers  

¶ 2/19 ï Greene County 4-H Leaders 

Council Mtg 

 

Programs Presented 

 

¶ 2/21 ï Co-presented the Greene, Dallas 

and Christian County Leader/Member 

Training with Kathy Workman (Christian 

County YPA and Erika Marsala Dallas 

County YPA), accepted and processed 

registration  

 

Participated In 

 

¶ Preparation of the Taney county annual 

report 2/3 ï Ozark Empire Fair Livestock 
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Division Super-

intendent meet-

ing 

¶ 2/3 ï Greene 

County 4-H 

Foundation 

Meeting 2/5 ï 

SW Regional 

Extension 

Council Meet-

ing/ Mt. Vernon 

¶ 2/6 ï 4-H Cate-

gory Planning Meeting (dairy cow camp 

and summer youth camp at Roaring 

River State Park, Cassville) 

¶ 2/10 ï Greene County office meeting 

¶ 2/17 ï SW Regional Faculty meeting/ 

TCRC, Reeds Spring 

 

Other 

 

¶ Re-entered youth and volunteer enroll-

ment information into the Blue Ribbon 

data system due to a system error that 

compromised the program 
 

 

 

 

 

Becky is taking a short 

break and will return in 

3 ï 4 weeks. 
 

  

4-H Youth Development Specialist Report 

Velynda Cameron 
4-H youth development 

cameronv@missouri.edu 

4-H Youth Program  

Assistantôs Report 

Becky Fay 
4-H assistant 

fayr@missouri.edu 



Reported Educational Outputs for Clients  
  

Presented 17 group programs for 211 par-

ticipants in 5 different counties: 

¶ Avoid Problem Behavior: Teaching Self 

Control 

¶ Chronic Disease Self Management (4) 

¶ Communication 

¶ Conflict Management 

¶ Five Love Languages of Children & 

Teens (2) 

¶ Music & Dance of the Ozarks 

¶ Successful Aging (4) 

¶ Teaching English to Non-English Learn-

ers, ELLð(3) 

 

Audiences for these programs : parents, 

those suffering from chronic disease, retired 

federal employees, foster grandparents, teen 

parents, activity directors of nursing homes, 

Latinos, & seniors. 

 

Specific highlight on the 

program ñChronic Dis-

ease Self Manage-

mentò (this is a program I 

have presented three times 

so far in 2009):  

 

People with chronic con-

ditions have many similar 

concerns and problems. 

This is a free (funded by a 

state grant) six-week 

workshop helpful for peo-

ple with Arthritis, Asthma, 

Diabetes, Heart Disease, 

Chronic Respiratory Dis-

eases, Depression, Osteo-

porosis, Fibromyalgia, Lu-

pus and other chronic con-

dition.  
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Topics included: pain 

management, stress man-

agement, exercise, sleep 

disorders, relaxation and 

communication skills.  

 

Results have shown that 

after participating in this 

program, participants 

make fewer visits to the 

doctor and reduce health 

care costs. 

Human Development Specialist Report 

Dr. Jim Wirth  
Human development 

wirthj@missouri.edu 

Learn more about the programs Dr. Jim 

Wirth can conduct in your community by 

clicking on the link entitled, ñPrograms 

Available from Dr. Jim Wirthò at  

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene. 

Dr. Jim Wirth (left) poses with members of the local chapter of 

ADAM (Activity Directors Association of Missouri). Dr. Wirth 

taught the group again in February 2009. These members of ADAM 

work in area nursing homes but earn their needed continuing educa-

tion credits through classes taught by MU Extension. 



Page 6 

Greene County ñReaching Outò Report   Last Updated February 20, 2009 

USDA HOME 1st time Homebuyer  

Education Programs:  

¶ Greene County 2 persons in 2 households 

 

Reconnecting Brookfield ï  

Collaborative Downtown & Community 

Visioning Project 

Å Final document publication coordination 

 

Monett Downtown Revitalization  

and Visioning Project: 

¶ Facilitator for the kick-off meeting with 

the Citizen Advisory Committee  

 

Sedalia Integrated Trails  

Visioning Project: 

¶ Facilitator for the 2nd of 4 public meet-

ings hosted by the Citizen Advisory 

Committee  

 

Reporting estimated óseedô impact of 

Community Visioning Collaborations with 

Drury CCS (Center for Community Stud-

ies) in the Hammons School of Architec-

ture, since Spring 2007: 

The expense for these communities ranged 

from $4,000 to $6,800, primarily based on 

distance from Springfield. This represents a 

better than 10 to 1 return on investment for 

these communities. 

Participated in: 

¶ Barton County Eco-

nomic Summit with 

over 200 attendees 

¶ Environmental Col-

laborative CPO 

(Community Partner-

ship of the Ozarks)  

¶ Ozarks Green Build-

ing Coalition 

(OGBC) 

¶ Barton County EX-

CEL planning 

¶ MU Extension Environmental Design 

Specialist Conference Quarterly Call  

 

Community Contacts 

¶ Direct client consultation for opinion of 

possible LEED compliance on a new of-

fice building. 

¶ Phone and e-mail consultations regarding 

mold and energy efficiency upgrades. 

Housing and Environmental Design Specialist Report 

Jeff Barber 
Housing and design 

barberj@missouri.edu 

Lamar   7 students $    70,000 

Ozark  6 students $    60,000 

Greenfield 5 students $    50,000 

Warsaw 5 students $    50,000 

Highlandville 5 students $    50,000 

Webb City 10 students $  100,000 

Willard 5 students $    50,000 

Joplin  6 students $    60,000 

Brookfield 6 students $    60,000 

 

9 cities  55 students $ 550,000 

Jay Garrott, director for Druryôs Center for 

Community Studies at left, and Jeff Barber, 

an architect and specialist in housing and en-

vironmental design with the University of Mis-

souri Extension Service at right, led the dis-

cussion with Monett community leaders be-

fore the Drury senior architecture students 

began assessing Monett's current issues and 

how to solve them. [Times Photo by Murray 

Bishoff] 



Terry Egan 

Nutrition and Health 

Education Specialist 

 

Programs presented: 

 

FNEP staff training 

Well of Life Food Bank 

Staff evaluations 

 

Participated in: 

 

FNEP Coordinator meetings 

 

FNEP Staff in Greene County 

 

Teresa DeFord, FNEP 

Program Manager 

 

Programs Presented: 

 

Middle School programs 

at Study 

Strafford Health Fair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Shannon, 

Food Power Coordi-

nator:  

 

Programs presented: 
Food Power-Hickory 

Hills 
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Sherri Hull, Nutrition 

Program Assistant: 

 

Programs presented: 
WIC satellite clinics 

Head Start Programs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marty Wood, Nutrition 

Program Assistant: 

 

Programs presented: 

Pregnancy Care Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tylane Garrett, Nutri-

tion Program Associate: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nutrition and Health Education Specialist  

Family Nutrition Education Program Report  

Terry Egan 
Nutrition Specialist 

egant@missouri.edu 

Teresa DeFord 
FNEP (Nutrition) 

Manager 

Brenda Shannon  
Nutrition Assistant 

Joined �² 2003 

Marta Wood 
Nutrition Assistant  

Joined �² 2000 

Tylane Garrett 
Nutrition Associate 

Joined �² 2005 

Sherri Hull  
Nutrition Associate 

Joined �² 2008 


