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Activities for August 2009 

SOUTHWEST REGION NEWS SERVICE  
¶ 14 new subscribers; have had a net increase 

in our public subscribers of 132 this year.  

¶ 4 ñAg in the Ozarksò columns, 4 ñAsk the 

Master Gardenerò columns in News-Leader  

¶ 4 ñLive and Learnò columns in Republic 

Monitor  

¶ News service stories written this month ï 31 

(down due to vacation)  

¶ National Stories: NPR on the use of weevils 

to control spotted knapweed 

¶ Media calls ï 4 special inquiries of me from 

reporters, three for national stories 

¶ Citizen questions prompted by releases ï 18  

¶ YouTube video viewers in June: 553; total 

2009 Video Views: 8727 

¶ Facebook views in July: 401 

¶ Will present a session on ñmedia ethicsò to 

about 1,000 high school students Sept.10 as 

part of the Agriculture Education Day at the 

Southwest Research Center in Mt. Vernon. 

  

DISTRIBUTION: Iôm  working to get the bugs 

out of a no-cost delivery option that will allow us 

to expand the public distribution of MU Exten-

sion information. This is a significant undertak-

ing that will enhance this network.  

  

CITIZEN JOURNALISM 

ACADEMY: Working on details 

and plans for this program which 

involves developing course work, 

funding and  outlets for trainees to 

gain volunteer hours. Targeting 

two communities in Greene 

County for this first effort. 

OZARKS NON-PROFIT 

DEVELOPMENT PRO-

JECT: Have met and 

screened 12 non-profit 

groups in the Ozarks, and 

made a presentation to the 

local Association of Pro-

fessional Fundraisers, for 

the start-up of this joint 

program with Drury Uni-

versity. At least two non-

profits will be selected this 

year for student-produced 

marketing and communi-

cations plans. Iôm also working with some rural 

school owners on development funds. 

  

PARTIPATED IN: Joint conferences on devel-

opment of customer database for county; campus 

training on filming, writing and producing elec-

tronic news content; budget discussions. 

 

ONGOING PROJECTS: Maintenance of 

Greene County, Master Gardener, 4-H and news 

service websites; editing, production and distri-

bution of ñReaching Out Reportò; development 

of a 4-H photo contest to find an Annual Report 

cover photo; ongoing work on the 2009 

annual report; ongoing work with Tim 

Siebert on various issues; developing 

four other joint programs/events and 

workshops with other specialists and 

partners; working with L.A.D. Fair on 

high school journalism contest entries. 

 

SPECIAL REPORT: See page 11. 
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Greene County  

Civic Communication Specialist & Editor of  S.R.N.S. 

David Burton 
Civic communication 

burtond@missouri.edu 

WEBSITE WORK: Iôve 

done a massive restructur-

ing of all Greene County 

Extension related web-

sites, making them easier 

to maintain and navigate. 

The redesign gives local 

Extension news coverage 

page 1 exposure.  
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Programs: 
 

¶ AIDS Prevention 

¶ Exercising & Enhanc-

ing Your Memory 

¶ Job Hunting Skills 

¶ Job Interviews 

¶ Keirsey Temperament 

Profile 

¶ Making Career Deci-

sions & Changing 

Jobs 

¶ Resumes, Correspon-

dence, & Job 

       Applications 

¶ STD Prevention 

¶ Stress Management 

¶ Teaching English to non-English 

        LearnersðELL (2) 

¶ The New Economy & Job Market Trends 

 

Presented 12 programs  

for 288 attendees 
 

 

Special Audiences of Interest:   
Federal Prisoners awaiting release, Mended 

Heart Support Group, and Stroke Survival 

Support Group 

 

Special Community Activity:   
Southwest Regional Arthritis Advisory 

Board Meeting held in Springfield.   As a 

member of the arthritis advisory board of 

Southwest Missouri and also a statewide ad-

visory board member, we make recommen-

dations on how suggested programs can meet 

existing needs and provide insights on com-

munity responses to regional arthritis center 

programs.    
 
 
 

Human Development Specialist Report 

Continued from page 2 -Tim Siebert 
 

¶ Scheduled and made preparations for the 

Budget Committee meeting, the County 

Council meeting, the Audit Committee meet-

ing, and the joint meeting of the officers of 

the Greene County Extension Council, the 

officers of the 4-H Foundation, and the offi-

cers of the 4-H Leaderôs Council, (including 

the Greene County Extension County Pro-

gram Director, Office Manager, 4-H Youth 

Specialist, and 4-H Youth Program Assis-

tant). 

¶ Helped judge 4-H projects at the Ozark Em-

pire Fair. 

¶ Worked on obtaining bids to move the furni-

ture donated by BKD for the new Botanical 

Center. 

¶ Visited Nathanael Greene/Close Memorial 

Park to determine the best location for the 

September County Council meeting.  Also 

made plans for 

the meeting. 

¶ Prepared min-

utes for the 

Budget Com-

mittee and 

worked on 

responses to 

the Audit 

Committee 

report. 

¶ Helped conduct interviews with candidates 

for a Family Nutrition Education Program 

position. 

¶ Participated in other meetings and worked on 

numerous tasks related to the County Pro-

gram Director role.    

Dr. Jim Wirth  
Human development 

wirthj@missouri.edu 

U.S. Census Grant 
Worked on finalizing paper-

work related to the 2010 U. 

S. Census funding we re-

ceived so items could be 

ordered that will promote the 

University of Missouri Ex-

tension and the 2010 U. S. 

Census. 



Online at http://extension.missouri.edu      Page 3 

Greene County ñReaching Outò Report   Last Updated August 31, 2009 

ArtWorks  presentation to 368 students and 

faculty on what architects do and how they can 

use creativity to develop sustainable designs to 

address todayôs issues. 

 

Community Visioning development of 

participant communities for Fall 2009 and Spring 

2010.  Appleton City and Warsaw developed rap-

idly, pushing efforts in Reeds Spring, Galena and 

Crane to Spring 2010.  Warsaw is a repeat par-

ticipant that is looking for further, sustainable 

development concepts for their south riverfront 

called Eastgate.   

 

USDA HOME 1st time Homebuyer 

Education Program 
1 Laclede County person / 1 household 

News about the end-of-year sunset of homebuyer 

grant assistance should increase activity as pro-

spective 1st time homebuyers try to take advan-

tage of this Stimulus Plan opportunity.   

 

Low Cost, No Cost Energy Savers 
Energy Saving lifeskills class for 33 Greene 

County OACAC clients.  The program covered 

inexpensive ways to save money, keep the home 

healthy and ideas for surviving cold weather dis-

asters.  Integration of the film ñKilowatt Oursò 

has enhanced the presentation of the content by 

showing how others have benefitted from using 

the saving methods. 

 

Participated in:  
¶ Community Gardening ISE in Columbia 

¶ 5th Annual Environmental / Conservation 

Education Summit 

¶ Housing Collaborative -  CPO at OACAC  

¶ Ozarks Green Building Coalition (OGBC) 

monthly meeting  

¶ Rountree Neighborhood Association monthly 

meeting & Neighborhood Picnic 

 

 

 

 

 

Housing and Environmental Design Specialist Report 

Community  

Contacts  
Providing on-site (2), phone 

and e-mail consultations 

regarding home moisture & 

mold, energy efficiency 

upgrades, remodeling and 

home accessibility.  The 

Greene County office has 

two moisture meters that 

are available for 7-day 

check out for a $10 fee and 

a $100 or $200 deposit, 

depending on the meter borrowed.  

 

Future Coordination 
The Missouri Literary Festival will be held in 

Springfield, October 2-4.  Continuing the plan-

ning of events, including a panel discussion on 

sustainability, viewing of the film ñ11th Hourò 

and culminating with a month-long exhibit of 

ñgreenò architecture projects entitled ñPoetics of 

Construction: Greening the Architecture Lexi-

conò. 

 

Working on follow-up action planning with past 

participant communities of the Visioning Col-

laborative with the Drury Center for Community 

Studies.  Two communities applied for the 2009 

DREAM Initiative program.  In 2008, Lamar and 

Webb City were awarded DREAM status.  For 

more information, see www.dream.mo.gov 

Jeff Barber 
Housing and design 

barberj@missouri.edu 

http://www.dream.mo.gov
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Community Contact: 
TV and Radio 

¶ 5 live interviews with KOLR10ôs Tom Trtan 

¶ 3 taped interviews with KOLR10 ñGardening 

Tips with Jill Gilardiò 

¶ 1 taped interview with KOLR10 reporter 

Kevin Schwaller 

Print media: contributed to several articles 

Requests for information 

¶ Telephone contacts ï 34 for advisement 

¶ Email contacts ï 63 contacts 

¶ Office visits ï 3 for consultation/advisement 

¶ Site visits ï 13 (plus 17 Hmong) for consul-

tation and advisement 

 

Programs Presented: 
¶ ñElderberry Research and Development in 

Missouri,ò and ñBiofumigation of a Straw-

berry Matted Row Site with Brassica Green 

Manure Cover Crop,ò and ñCharacteristics of 

Elderberry Fruit in Response to Genotype, 

Environment, and Pruning Method,ò ASHS 

meeting (7/26-27). 

¶ ñFall Berries,ò Fall into Gardening (8/8) 

¶ ñHorticulture in the Southwest Region,ò 

guest lecture for MSU AGH 303 class (8/24) 

¶ ñGrowing Fruit at Home,ò Cassville Horti-

culture Club (8/25) 

 

Coordinated: 

¶ Preparation of turf management plan for 

Springfield School district with Ellen Littrel. 

¶ Elderberry data collection at Mt Vernon, Jef-

ferson City, and Mountain Grove (7/31) 

¶ 17 Hmong project site visits ï 8/7 and 8/21 

¶ Visit to the SW region by state vegetable 

specialist Sanjun Gu (8/20-21) 

¶ Visit to the SW region by state turf specialist 

Brad Fresenberg (8/24) 

¶ Horticulture soil test reports  ï  59 

 

Participated in: 
¶ Master Gardener display at Ozark Empire 

Fair (7/30-8/10) 

¶ Greene County Master Gardener board  (8/3) 

¶ Greene County Soil and Water Conservation 

District board meeting (8/4) 

¶ Extension staff meeting (8/11) 

¶ Rutledge Wilson Park 

community garden 

project meeting (8/6) 

¶ Master Gardener 

monthly members 

meeting (8/11) 

¶ Springfield Plateau 

Master Naturalist 

Chapter board meet-

ing (8/12), training 

and orientation (8/17 

and 8/18) 

¶ Friends of the Garden 

board meeting (8/13) 

¶ Environmental/Conservation Summit (8/18) 

¶ Tour of sustainable landscape project at Uni-

versity Plaza hotel with Bob Balek (8/20) 

¶ Mid Missouri MVGA Vegetable Tour (8/26) 

¶ MU IPM insect monitoring program ï place 

traps, monitor, train MG volunteers to assist 

with the program 
 

Human Interest 

¶ The American Society for Horticulture Sci-

ence conference was held in St. Louis, MO, 

on July 25-26.  This professional meeting 

was a unique opportunity to attend work-

shops and presentations on a wide range of 

horticultural subjects.  I participated in a 

workshop that focused on native Midwestern 

fruit crops, delivering a presentation on the 

cooperative MU-MSU-LU-USDA elderberry 

development program.  I also coauthored two 

posters that were presented at the meeting. 

 

See special photos on page 12 

Patrick Byers 
Horticulture 

byerspl@missouri.edu 

 

Horticulture Specialist & Master Gardener Report 

Turf Plan for Springfield Schools 
I am working with Ellen Littrel of the Springfield 

Public School District to develop a district-wide 

turf management plan.  The plan will include a 

monthly calendar of activities for fields devoted 

to football, soccer, baseball/softball and band.  

Special use plans for irrigation, fertilization, 

compaction and mowing are included.  This pro-

ject is in response to district efforts to promote 

sustainability and better manage resources. 
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Contacts 
¶ Made seven personal face-to-face contacts 

with individuals in Greene County. 

¶ Over 92 telephone contacts 

¶ E-Mails received:  600   E-mails sent: 257 

 

Programming 
¶ Met with Debbie Maxey, Director of Human 

Resources at O & S Trucking, regarding a 

possible financial management seminar for 

their employees. 

¶ Partnered with the Southwest Missouri 

Council of Governments to offer a Municipal 

Officials Training workshop at The Library 

Center; 41 attended the workshop, including 

some local/regional city council members.  

University of Missouri Extension informa-

tion was also distributed at the workshop. 

¶ Took our Human Development Specialist 

(Dr. Jim Wirth) to meet with Ralph Rogn-

stad, Director of Planning and Development 

with the City of Springfield, and Bob Hos-

mer, Senior Planner with the City of Spring-

field.  Our Human Development Specialist is 

going to facilitate several strategic planning 

sessions for the Mayorôs Commission on Hu-

man Rights & Community Relations. 

¶ Have been selected to Co-Chair an Urban 

Impact Team that will focus on specific 

healthcare issues in the Springfield area. 

 

Meetings 
¶ Led meetings related to the Greene County 

Extension Office marketing 

and development database 

that is being constructed. 

¶ Springfield breakfast with 

MU Chancellor Deaton. 

¶ Attended Greene County 4-

H Foundation meeting. 

¶ Led Greene County Exten-

sion staff meeting. 

¶ Attended 2010 U.S. Census 

Springfield-Greene County 

Complete Count General 

Population Subcommittee 

meeting. 

¶ Attended Greene 

County Extension 

Budget Committee 

meeting. 

¶ Attended Centra training 

and Benevon Fundrais-

ing Seminar. 

¶ Attended County Coun-

cil meeting. 

¶ Attended joint meeting 

of the officers of the 

Greene County Exten-

sion Council, the offi-

cers of the Greene 

County 4-H Foundation, and the officers of the 

Greene County 4-H Leaderôs Council, 

(including the Greene County Extension 

County Program Director, Office Manager, 4-

H Youth Specialist, and  

        4-H Youth Program Assistant). 

 

Miscellaneous 
¶ Conducted additional research for the Greene 

County Extension Office marketing and devel-

opment database.  The database is now popu-

lated with over 1,000 names and addresses. 

¶ Reviewed the Missouri 4-H Treasurer Record 

Book, the July Reaching Out report, the Greene 

County 4-H Foundation By-Laws, the Greene 

County 4-H Leaderôs Council Constitution and 

By-Laws, and the Audit Guidelines for Mis-

souri County Extension Councils. 

¶ Assisted an individual who wanted to start his 

own business. 

¶ Helped set up the Century 

Farm display for the Ozark 

Empire Fair. 

¶ Worked with our Office 

Manager to develop a proposed 

2010 budget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 2 

Urban Program Specialist and County Program Director 

Dr. Tim Siebert 
Urban Programs 

siebertt@missouri.edu 

Soils and Crops Meeting 
Met with representatives from the 

Greene County Soil and Water Con-

servation District.  We are going to 

partner with them to combine their 

annual meeting with the Greene 

County Extensionôs Soil and Crops 

Conference.  This should further en-

hance the conference and will reduce 

our costs since the Soil and Water 

Conservation District will cover half 

of the expenses associated with the 

combined effort. 
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Programs Presented 

 

7/28 ï 8/9 ï Ozark Empire Fair  

¶ Over 200 Greene County youth and their 

families participated in this 10 day event at 

the Ozark Empire Fairgrounds. The youth 

exhibited their livestock (poultry, beef, 

sheep, swine, goats and rabbits), and hand 

crafted projects. The 4-H building showcased 

1,109 handmade exhibits from 19 counties 

(over 150 from Greene County). I partici-

pated in the event by leading the activity in 

the 4-H building; accepting exhibits, securing 

judges, judging exhibits, securing hosts and 

hostesses for each day of the fair in the 4-H 

building, assisted in the opening and closing 

of the 4-H building each day of the fair.  

 

8/13 ï 8/23 ï Missouri State fair  
¶ Over 30 4-H members from Greene county 

exhibited their livestock, horses and hand-

made projects during the Missouri State fair  

Gardening and Helpful Insects  

¶ Reached over 120 Head Start students this 

summer. Skills gained by the children ï math 

(counting, measurement, telling time), sci-

ence (predicting events, cause and effect, 

sorting and grouping), literacy (writing, vo-

cabulary, making a book, listening), social 

skills (waiting their turn, patience, sharing, 

manners, acceptance of differences) and cog-

nitive (making sense of their world, color and 

shape recognition, and language). 

 

Customer Quotes from Head Start 

¶ ñThank you to both of you (Byers and Cam-

eron) in your efforts to see us thru this and by 

helping it be successful!ò 

¶ ñThanks for the wonderful experience! The 

children loved it!ò 

 

Community Contacts and Partnerships 

Our first urban 4-H club is beginning to grow! 

¶  8/25 ï Met with families from the Spring-

field Home School Association and the cities 

of Springfield and Rogersville. Began the 

paperwork required to start a new 4-H club!   

¶ 8/5 ï Met with rep-

resentatives from the 

Springfield Park 

system, the Missouri 

Department of Con-

servation and Bass 

Pro  on the Outdoor 

Fitness Festival 

Committee. Greene 

County 4-H will be 

show cased during 

the Outdoor Fitness 

Festival in late Oc-

tober at Springfield Lake.  

 

Leadership 

¶ Supervision and leadership provided to YPAôs 

in Greene, Christian and Dallas counties 

¶ Supervision provided to (2) summer youth 

workers in the Greene County office. These 

summer helpers were hired through the Mis-

souri Career Center (at no cost to the Greene 

County office) to assist with summer 4-H ac-

tivities like fairs and regional achievement day. 

The youth also helped build an office database. 

Each one worked 320 hours for Extension. 

¶ An Inventory of 4-H materials, curriculum and 

supplies was created, the 4-H closets were 

cleaned, sorted and organized and an office 

date base was constructed 

¶ 8/20 ï Greene County 4-H Leaders Council 

meeting; distributed materials to the leaders in 

attendance necessary to begin the new 4-H year   

 

Participated In 

¶ 7/27 ï Greene County Extension Council 

Meeting 

¶ 7/28 ï Greene County 4-H Foundation Meeting  

¶ 8/11 ï Office meeting 

¶ 8/19 ï MU Alumni meeting 

¶ 8/24 ï Budget meeting ï Executive officers of 

Greene County Extension Council, Greene 

County 4-H Leaders Council and Greene 

County 4-H Foundation  

4-H Youth Development Specialist Report 

Velynda Cameron 
4-H youth development 

cameronv@missouri.edu 
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4-H Program Assistant & Urban Program Specialist contôd 

Coordinated 
¶ Goddard School: I will be a presenter at their 

teachers in-service on recycling in their school 

and at home.  Will be teaching Environmental 

and Ag programs on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

each month to 2-5 year olds. 

¶ Met science coordinator for Springfield Public 

Schools at the Environmental/Conservation 

Education Summit. We spoke about the 4-H 

school enrichment programs I will be offering 

to elementary schools this school year. She is 

excited to promote ñEasy to be Greenò (City of 

Springfieldôs Solid Waste Departments Cur-

riculum) and ñFrom Farm to Food to YOUò to 

her science teachers.  We will be meeting with 

the Communication Arts coordinator with the 

intent of adding an English component to this 

program and targeting schools which need the 

boost in Communication Arts. 

¶ Preparation for Health Relays in September for 

all 4-H members in Greene County. 

¶ Preparation for the upcoming Recognition 

Night, scheduled in October. 

 

Participated In 
¶ Checking out of exhibits in the 4-H Building at 

the Ozark Empire Fair. 

¶ Two 6 a.m. visits to KOLR with Samantha & 

Anthony Gott.  They each did a foods demon-

stration during the 6 a.m. news with Sonya 

Kullmann which aired live on Aug. 5 and 11. 

¶ Greene County 4-H Teen Council Meeting. 

Community service will include 

preparing dinner at the Ronald 

McDonald house one evening for 

the residents and providing their 

annul Santaôs workshop for the 

children at the Missouri Hotel. 

¶ Greene County Staff Meeting 

¶ Report Forms and Awards judg-

ing 

¶ First Annual Back to School 4-H 

Horse Blast at fairgrounds 

¶ Greene County Foundation 

Meeting, preparing for the Sec-

ond Annual Pie Auction & Re-

union to be held on Sunday, 

Sept. 27 at the Ozark 

Empire Fair E-plex. 

Sonya Kullmann 

will be our Master of 

Ceremonies for this 

event.  Sonya is a 4-

H alumnus and gives 

much of the credit of 

her career to her 4-H 

experience. 

 

Show-Me Wares 

Booth at Ozark 

Empire Fair  
 

Three 4-H entrepreneurs had the opportu-

nity to sell and or promote their 4-H products 

and services in the 4-H Building on from 2 

p.m.ð5 p.m., Aug. 9 as part of the first Show-

Me 4-H Wares. 

The three 4-Hôers who participated were 

Annie DuMond from McDonald County, Will 

King from Stone County and Ashley Painter 

from Barry County.  Annie sold stained glass 

items, Will had welded horse show hangers and 

Ashley had horses welded from horse show 

nails and knives (ground) from railroad spikes.  

I was proud of our young people. They 

were all knowledgeable of their craft/product 

and very pleasant to their clientele. I believe all 

three sold something from their inventory. 

Becky Fay 
4-H assistant 

fayr@missouri.edu 

Ashley Painter, Will King, Becky Fay and Annie DuMond post with 

the 4-H wares they made at sold at the fair. 


