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It‟s still not too late to turn in those hour sheets for 2008 – the extension and the 
Master Gardener programs need this support.  Remember, hours sheets, and the 
calendar of events, and fliers about seminars are all available at our website.  Lots of 
items on the calendar for the next couple months – check them out below and in the 
various articles in the Grapevine.    
MARCH 
2   Hotline scheduling begins 
2   MO Gardens – Environmentally Sound Gardening, Soils 
3   New MG Training – 1-4 pm –Wesley United Methodist-Annuals and Perennials 
3   Board Meeting  
5   New MG Training – 1-4 pm –Wesley United Methodist-Landscape Design 
9   Deadline for information to be included in next month‟s Grapevine 
9    MO Gardens – Fruit, Annuals and Perennials   
10   General meeting 6:30 – Rain Gardens, Native Shrubs, Tips for the Plant Sale 
14    “The Mysteries of Gardening" at the National WWI Museum, KC (816) 252-5051 
14   9:30 am - Espalier pruning at Nathanael Greene 
16    MO Gardens – Vegetables and Trees 
21   Herb Gardening – Midtown Library –register with library 
22-26 International MG conference – Las Vegas - http://www.unce.unr.edu/imgc/ 
23    MO Gardens – Landscape design and Plant Propagation  
28   Spring into Gardening Seminar - St.  John‟s Cancer Center 
28-29 Pot „em up at Nathanael Greene - 12:30 pm - ? 
30   MO Gardens – Insects and Diseases, Pruning 
 
APRIL  
4   Pot „em up at Xeriscape beginning at noon 
4   Naturescaping – Conservation Nature Center 
7   Board Meeting  
6    MO Gardens – Herbs, Lawn Maintenance 
8   Pot „em up at Xeriscape beginning at 9:00 am 
9   Deadline for information to be included in next month‟s Grapevine 
13    MO Gardens – Canning and preserving, Four season gardening 
14   General meeting 6:30 - Walnuts 
24   Deliver plants to the plant sale – presale to Master Gardeners 
25   Plant Sale – starts at 7:30 am 
28 Plant Exchange in place of General Membership May meeting – 6:00 pm 
 
MAY  
2  Nat. Greene - advanced training identify native seedlings/transplant 
5  Board Meeting  
9  Deadline for information to be included in next month‟s Grapevine 
9  MG exclusive garden tour (day before Mother‟s Day) 
12  NO General meeting – Plant exchange/meeting April 28 
19  Nat. Greene clean up 5pm – dark (3rd Tuesday) 
30  Young Sprouts in the Garden, children's' gardening event-Nathanael Greene  
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                      Treasurer’s Report 

                      Christy Jenkins, MG, Treasurer—759-2987 
 

 

As of January 31, 2008, we had the following account balances: 

Extension Account—$ 9224.00 

MG Account -  $ 3742.13 

Certificates of Deposit - $ 15,598.11  

Total Cash - $  28,564.24 
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From Nathanael Greene Demonstration Gardens 
 
As some of you already know, this is a very busy spring and summer for me.  My daughter and 
son are getting married and my niece this summer.  I need your help with the garden.  There are 
29 beds that need bed heads every year. There are also other areas of the garden that are not in 
beds, but require attention. Some of the bed heads from last year have already responded to an 
email and have committed to a bed for this coming garden season. The beds in the mixed border, 
native wildflowers, and vegetable sections are large and need several other workers to help 
maintain the beds. As you can see, it takes a considerable number of Master Gardens each year to 
run and care for our Demonstration Gardens.   
 
An immediate need is for a Coordinator for the Vegetable Section.  In a year where 
vegetable gardening is on everyone‟s mind and the need for information and help with vegetable 
topics is great, this is a very important Section of the garden. 
 
Dates to remember:  
  Ornamental Grass clean-up---End of February or first of March [look for email on date    
        when weather allows] 
 March 14 ---Apple Espalier and Grape Trimming with John Avery         
 Garden Clean-up---March [look for email on date when weather allows]      
 March 28-29----Pot „em up work days.  The time is different for Saturday.  We will start at     
           12:30 on Saturday and again at 12:30 on Sunday. 
 April 25---Plant Sale 
   
Please consider a commitment to the Gardens this year.  They are a great place to gain new 
information on gardening and meet others who enjoy and share your passion for gardening.  If 
you are interested, please give me a call.  Home-881-5996, Cell-693-0449, Email-
cynarrowood@sbcglobal.net 
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Master Gardeners of Greene County Board Meeting Minutes 02.09.09 
 
Voting Board members in attendance: Mary Brown, Christy Jenkins, Janet McWilliams, Ann Hall, Mark and 
Renae Bernskoetter, Randy Underwood 
Committee Chairs in attendance: Cindy Arrowood, Vicky Barrett, Amy Tuggle 
State Board Representative: Carl Huff 
Before the meeting we were given a short presentation by Miles Park, from the park board, about the  
Botanical center, specifically about the classroom spaces. 
David Burton spoke for a few minutes: we will have to begin absorbing more of the costs on copies, especially those 
needed for revenue producing  programs, such as seminars. We will need to look at ways to cut down on costs and waste. 
Approval of Minutes: Renae moved to accept the minutes as printed, Ann seconded, motion passed. 
 
Treasure Report: Christy reported a balance of $28,564.24 as of January, 31, 2008.  We had income of $1815.00 with 
expenses of $197.16. 
Approval of Treasurer’s Report: Vicky moved to accept the report as given, seconded by Renae, motion passed. 
 
Nathanael Greene: Cindy stated that the hedges and grapevines have been trimmed. She had lots of questions from 
visitors Sunday, especially about the vegetable garden. She needs a new “vegetable coordinator” for this year. Signs are 
up at the park stating that it will now close at sunset. Cindy also needs a donation of solid bricks to replace cracked ones, 
and a cedar log or stump for bed 17. Work days will be announced. 
Xeriscape: “Pot „em up” days are Saturday, April 4th at noon and Wednesday, April 8th at 9:00. 
 
Programs: Amy stated that February‟s meeting will include a talk on the Emerald Ash Borer by Justine Gartner, 
March‟s program will be given by Adam Colter plus tips for the plant sale. April‟s meeting will have a program on walnuts 
with Hammons Nut Products. May will be the plant exchange, September‟s will be a pot luck and possibly a tour of the 
butterfly house being built at Nathanael Greene. 
 
Public Education: Renae noted that we had 132 at the Gardening Inside and Out seminar and 150 at the Veggies 
seminar. Speakers for the MO Garden program are lined up; Spring Into Gardening and Fall into Gardening have been 
planned out. We will be dropping the Symposium in June. 
 
Speaker’s Bureau: Vicky Barrett has taken this over. She will be making changes to the “program”, beginning with 
many more speakers and more opportunities for those speakers. 
 
Fairs and Shows: Sharon Owings  has volunteered to take over Fairs and Shows. No report at this time... 
 
Plant Sale: Tent has been rented. April 25th is date set for sale. Nursery License has been purchased. We will have the 
pots available for sale again this year from an outside vendor. 
 
Vice President: Ann has no total on the hours turned in yet. She needs more mentors for this year‟s new class. 
Carl Huff, State Board Representative: There are three meetings coming up; March, July and September. Carl 
related some information from a meeting concerning the budget cuts to the Missouri Extension. He stated that the 
budget will be cut from 28 million to 14 million. We all need to contact our state representative and legislator about the 
importance of the Missouri Extension program. There was an article in Sunday‟s paper worth reading.  
Renae raised the idea of giving a donation to St. John‟s because they give us the use of the facilities for free, as well as 
supplies and clean up. She will gather more information on this. 
Request for Master Gardener assistance: Regional Girl‟s Shelter on Pythian 
The Missouri Extension has a new logo; this will need to be incorporated in any new apparel buys. 
April Wiggs has asked that she be considered an active Master Gardener this year even though she had slightly less than 
the 20 hours required because of personal hardships this year. Her request was granted. 
Next board meeting date will be Tuesday, March 3rd at 4:30 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, Janet McWilliams, MG Secretary 
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         2009 MASTER GARDENERS  PLANT SALE REMINDER 
               Saturday,  April 25 
 
The first day of spring is only a few weeks away and so is our 2009 plant sale.  The plant sale is our 
major fund-raising event for the year and we need your help and plant donations to make it 
successful.  With a little preplanning and some good weather I believe this year‟s plant sale can be 
our best one yet.  
 
We have several dates coming up to get ready for the plant sale.  After being stuck in the house for 
the winter you will want to join us for some dig-in-the-dirt fun at our Pot-Em-Up-Days at 
Nathanael Greene Park on Saturday, March 28 and Sunday, March 29.  The fun starts at 12:30 
p.m..   The Pot-Em-Up Day at  Xeriscape Gardens will follow on Saturday, April 4, at noon and 
Wednesday, April 8, at 9:00 a.m.  Take advantage of these opportunities to get in a lot of your 
volunteer hours,  make some new friends and do what we all love,  talk plants.   
 
In addition to helping at the gardens don‟t forget to be thinking about what needs to be divided  in 
your own gardens and can be potted up for the plant sale. You won‟t want to miss out on our 6th 
annual pre-plant sale for Master Gardeners.  More details will be coming in April‟s Grapevine.   
 
If you have extra pots that are one gallon or larger you can take them to Nathanael Greene and put 
them behind the shed.  Also, if you need pots, help yourself.  Barbara Lucks said she will be giving 
us 300 to 400 one-gallon pots for the Pot-Em-Up Days.   THANKS again Barbara!  
 
If you have any questions or would like to be on the plant sale committee, please call either of us.  
 
                                  Mary Brown 753-5160-----------------Christy Jenkins 759-2987 
 
 
 
Fairs and Shows  
Renae Bernskoetter 
887-5782 
 
The 2009 Lawn and Garden Show will be over by the time you receive this Grapevine. 
 
I am always awed by the generosity of our members in the amount of volunteer time that is put in.  
Filling the time slots for working our booth is a very easy job.  Everyone is so willing to fill in and 
work the show.  The bonus of course is getting into the show for free, but standing for a 3 hour 
shift, talking about gardening topics, what joy! 
 
Sharon Owings has stepped up to take over the Fair and Shows.  She will be looking for volunteers 
for the Naturescaping on April 4th, at the Nature Center and for the Fair in July. Watch for sign up 
sheets at the meetings. 



http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg 

 
Master Gardeners of Greene County 

 
Page 5 

 

Master Gardeners of Greene County General Meeting 02.10.09 
Guest speaker was Justine Gartner from the Missouri Dept. of Conservation. She gave a talk about the Emerald Ash 
Borer, which has begun to find its way into Missouri.  Meeting was called to order by President, Mark Bernskoetter. 
Treasurer’s Report: Christy reported a balance of $28,564.24 as of January, 31, 2008.   
Gail Stineburg: Reported that the Friends of the Garden will be building a butterfly house (a hoop house will be 
used) at Nat. Greene and will be hosting a “Butterfly Festival” on July 11 and 12. This will consist of educational 
events including children‟s activities and tours of the house. They need volunteers to help with the various activities. 
The butterfly house will be open by appointment from May until September. See Gail to participate in this event. 
Xeriscape: Barbara stated that some pruning has been done, but not much this early in the year. “Pot „em up” days 
are Saturday, April 4th at noon and Wednesday, April 8th at 9:00. Seeds are still available from Barbara if anyone 
would like to start some for the Xeriscape. Richard Crabtree, president of the community in the Phelps Grove Park 
area, wants to return the landscaping at the park to the historic 1914 landscaping. This would be a great volunteer 
opportunity for anyone interested in historical gardening. 
Nathanael Greene: Cindy stated that the hedges and grapevines have been trimmed. She had lots of questions 
from visitors Sunday, especially about the vegetable garden. She needs a new “vegetable coordinator” for this year. 
Cindy also needs a donation of solid bricks to replace cracked ones  She thanked everyone for getting their 
commitment sheets in. There are approximately 29 beds at Nat Greene, not including the annual beds and outside 
beds, so many volunteers are needed. Daffodils, named varieties, have been planted on the south side. Work days will 
be posted. 
Social Committee: Jana expressed thanks to all who brought food for that night and for the “Veggie” seminar.  
Spring banquet will  be May 14th at St. John‟s Cancer Center, time to be announced. 
Public Education: Renae noted that we had 138 at the Gardening Inside and Out seminar, which provided 2.5 
advanced hours of training, and 150 at the Veggies seminar, which provided 3.5 hours. 12 people have signed up for 
the MO Garden program. Anyone is invited to attend some of the classes, but please notify Renae in advance to see if 
room is available, and bring a snack to share. These classes begin the first Monday in March and continue for 7 
weeks. Spring Into Gardening is set for March 28th and May 30th will be the Young Sprouts in the Garden event at 
Nat. Greene. Fall into Gardening is set for August 8th. The Lawn and Garden show still has a few slots left open. 
Speaker’s Bureau: Vicky Barrett is working from last year‟s list but anyone wanting to become a speaker for 
Master Gardener events please contact her. Workshops will be given. MO Ext. info will be used as the basis for talks.. 
State Board Representative: Carl Huffman was involved in an emergency conference call concerning the 
proposed state budget cuts to the Extension. As master Gardeners we need to let others know what we and the 
Extension do, and that the Extension should be treated as any other educational program. 
Plant Sale: Christy announced that March 28th, after the Spring into Gardening classes will be a “pot em up” day at 
Nat. Greene. Sign up sheets will be available next meeting for the plant sale, which will be April 25th. The tent will be 
set up the day before,  6:oopm that Friday will start the pre-sale for those donating plants. Volunteers need to be 
there at 6:30 am Saturday morning if possible to get ready for sale. Workers are also needed for Friday.  
Fairs and Shows: Sharon Owings has volunteered to take over Fairs and Shows. The Lawn and Garden show is set, 
sign up sheets for the April 4th event at the Nature Center are out for volunteers. 
Missouri Extension: Pat Byers stated that we had a great group in the new MG classes. He discussed the concern 
about talk of  budget cuts to the Extension program. He appreciates all of the support from MG. Please contact your 
Legislator about your concerns. (House Education Committee) Questions answered were: 
 No specific areas for cuts; No answer at this time on how cuts would affect the Extension program; cuts would not        
affect the Botanical center as this is funded by a separate tax; another concern with budget cuts is the fact that funds  

coming from the state are matched by other sources of income, which could mean more losses to the Extension. A 

link to the Greene Co. website with more information will be email out. 

Vice President: Ann needs more mentors for this yearôs new class, which has 45 students. Being a mentor involves 

getting in contact with your ñmenteeò helping them become involved with activities. 

President: Mark stated the Extension has asked the MG to pay printing costs for money generating programs. 

Money ($10,000) has been set aside for furnishings for our areas of the Botanical center. This consists of a ñlabò or 

ñwetò area, a library and room for the hot line. This room will have some built ins which will help keep costs down. 

A larger classroom will be available to us as will an outdoor classroom area. (We will not be responsible for 

furnishing these areas.) 

A request for assistance came from the Regional Girlôs Shelter on East Pythian on their garden. Contact Kelly Turk 

at 862-9634.                                                                                       (Continued on page 8) 
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Public Education 

Renae Bernskoetter 

887-5782 

  

Our 1st seminar of 2009 was a roaring success.  We had 128 in attendance.  About half of the group were 

Master Gardeners, some from other counties, and the rest were from the general public. The comments on the 

evaluations were very positive, there were some suggestions that we will look at for future programs.  

  

ADVANCED TRAINING CREDIT: The Gardening Inside and Out will count for up to 2½ hours of 

Advanced Training. 

 

Our 1st Veggies From Start To Storage was also a huge success.  There were 150 in attendance (as a note, we 

cut off the registration at 130).  There seems to be a real focus in the community in growing your own food.  

The evaluations were glowing. There were again several suggestions on future subjects and a few 

suggestions in general.   

 

ADVANCED TRAINING CREIDT: The Veggies From Start to Storage will count for up to 3½ hours of 

Advanced Training. 

 

A great big thank you to Nancy at the extension office.  She took a lot of phone calls and mail registrations 

and kept them all organized for me.   

 

A big thanks to David Burton at the Extension office.  David takes care of our public announcements for any 

of our MG activities.   

 

Another HUGE thank you to all of the Master Gardeners who brought snacks to share.  We had a great 

variety of food, and it all tasted so good, so much for that diet!  There were many comments on the 

evaluations about how good and plentiful the food was.  

 

MoGarden:  

Public Ed 

 

Our next public education endeavor will be the MoGarden series.  This set of classes will begin on Monday, 

March 2nd and will run for 7 weeks.  There are 2 topics covered each Monday evening. The content is very 

similar to the Master Gardening Training course that each of you took, however, there are no volunteer 

requirements attached to it.  If you know of anyone who would be interested in attending, have them contact 

Nancy at the Extension office.  There is a $75 charge for the class which includes a copy of the Grounds for 

Gardening notebook.  

 

If you are interested in attending any of the evenings as a refresher, please let me know in advance so that I 

can let you know if there is enough room.  Also if you attend, please bring a snack to share with the group. 

There is no charge for you as a Master Gardener to attend. 



http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg 

Master Gardeners of Greene County 

  

Spring Into Gardening 

Public Ed 

On March 28th we will be hosting our 2nd Spring Into Gardening Seminar.  The list of topics to be 

presented are: 

Herbs 

Hostas 

Pollination 

Garden equipment with motors 

Garden tools without motors 

 

Registration begins at 8am.  Pre-registration is requested and the fee for this will be $10.   

The sessions start at 8:30am and go until 11:45am. As before, if you, as a Master Gardener bring a snack to 

share, you will get a second ticket for the door prize drawings, you can only get 1 door prize, but you get 2 

chances to win.   

 

Fall Into Gardening 

Public Ed 

Plan ahead, the 2nd Fall Into Gardening Seminar is scheduled for August 8th.   

The plan is to cover the following topics: 

Growing conifers 

Berries that ripen in the fall 

Edible flower gardens 

Roses 

Botanical names 

 

Registration begins at 8am.  Pre-registration is requested and the fee for this will be $10.   

The sessions start at 8:30am and go until 11:45am. As before, if you as a Master Gardener bring a snack to 

share, you will get a second ticket for the door prize drawings, you can only get 1 door prize, but you get 2 

chances.   

 

 

Advanced Training information: 

If you attended the general Master Gardner meeting on February 10th, you can count 30 minutes of 

advanced training for the talk on the Emerald Ash Borer. 

 

 
Jana Belk, Social Committee, 725.3203 
 
March snacks: S, P, F, K, J 
April snacks: B, R, G, O, D 
 
 
Social committee meeting at 5:00pm, March 10th, before regular meeting.   
Reserve the date: May 14th, 2009 for our Spring Banquet. 
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(continued from page 5) 
 
Barbara Lucks stated that 60 professionals were at the Show Me Yards workshop.  Two have been set up 
for homeowners.  They will be held at the Nature Center, the first on Thursday, February 26th from 6-9.   
The second on Saturday, February 28th from 9 until noon.  This will be considered advanced training.   
 
Sonja Lallemand let us know that the new farmer‟s market is being started in Battlefield on Friday 
evenings at the City Building, if you are interested in selling produce.   
 
Respectfully submitted, Janet McWilliams, MG Secretary 

  
 
 

Growing on the vine,  
Susan 

    

 

Master Gardeners of Southwest Missouri 

833 Boonville, Springfield, MO 65802  

Phone: 417-862-9284 Fax: 417-862-1809 

Hotline 417-862-9284 
 

University of Missouri Extension does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability or status as a 

Vietnam-era veteran in employment or programs. 


