AWSTER G Master Gardeners of Greene County

) '90

O
%) <,
% Z,
c <

% &

Q/yOfMjsso\l"\@.

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI

B Extension

Volume 19, Issue |

January 2009

From the President
Mark Bernskoetter, MG—887-5782
marnaeb@sbcglobal.net

Results of the election to the Master Gardener Board — Randy Underwood and Mary
Brown are new members of the board. Carl Redmon and Christy Jenkins were re-
elected to a second term. Thanks to all those who agreed to run.

The new board has met and elected the following officers— President: Mark
Bernskoetter, Vice President: Ann Hall, Secretary: Janet McWilliams, Treasurer:
Christy Jenkins.

It’s time to turn in those hour sheets. Our plan is to have a membership card ready to
send out to everyone who met the hours requirement and turned them in by January
31. This membership card will provide savings and discounts for several area
businesses. You may send them to the Extension office or bring them to the potluck
dinner January 13 — we hope to see you there.

JANUARY

6 New Board Meeting

9 Deadline for information to be included in next month’s Grapevine

13 Pot Luck Dinner at St John’s Cancer Center — and bring a gift to exchange

24 “Gardening Inside Out” seminar - at St John’s Cancer Center

24 “Veggie Gardening” for Beginners — Midtown Library

27 New MG Training begins 1:00-4:00 pm — Wesley Methodist Church-Republic Rd
FEBRUARY

3 Board Meeting

7 “Vegetable Gardening From Start To Finish”, at St John’s Cancer Center

9 Deadline for information to be included in next month’s Grapevine

10 General meeting 6:30 - Emerald Ash Borer

19 Set up Lawn and Garden Show Booth

20-22 Lawn and Garden Show

21 Organic Gardening — Midtown Library

MARCH

2 MO Gardens

3 Board Meeting

9 Deadline for information to be included in next month’s Grapevine

9 MO Gardens

10 General meeting 6:30 — Rain Gardens, Native Shrubs, Tips for the Plant Sale

14 Espalier pruning at Nathanael Greene at 9:30

16 MO Gardens

21 Herb Gardening — Midtown Library

22-26 International MG conference — Las Vegas - http://www.unce.unr.edu/imgc/

23 MO Gardens

28 “Spring Into Gardening” Seminar - St John’s Cancer Center

28-29 Pot ‘em up at Nathanael Greene - 12:30 pm - ?

30 MO Gardens
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Treasurer’s Report
Christy Jenkins, MG, Treasurer—759-2987

As of November 30, 2008, we had the following account balances:
Extension Account—$ 8040.04

MG Account - $ 3652.48

Certificates of Deposit - $ 15,598.11

Total Cash - $ 27,200.63

January is our chili/soup/ham and bean/potluck. There was a sign up at the
October and November meetings. If you have any questions about what you need to
bring call me (725-3203). Table service and drinks will be provided.

There will be a gift exchange. If you want to participate bring a wrapped garden
related gift (7 to 10 dollars).

Debi Hunget and Donna Allyn will be needing fresh greenery for the tables. Please
contact them if you have any for decorations. We will be decorating at 5:00PM and
the potluck starts at 6:30PM.

Thanks,
Jana Belk

Program Note from Amy Tuggle,886.0866

We're invited to the Springfield Watergarden Society's January meeting. Tom
Evans ("The Plant Man") will be speaking on the second Thursday at the St. John’s
Cancer Center Auditorium. It begins at 6:30 PM. For more details, call Linda Siler
at 883-2399.

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg
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Master Gardeners of Greene County Board Meeting Minutes 12/2/08

Voting Board members in attendance: Dr. Larry Dowell, Christy Jenkins, Carl Redmon,
Mark Bernskoetter and Renae Bernskoetter. Incoming Board Members: Randy Underwood,
Mary Brown Committee Chairs in attendance: Cindy Arrowood

New members of the board were introduced. Randy Underwood and Mary Brown were newly elected and
Carl Redmon and Christy Jenkins were re-elected.

Approval of Minutes: Carl moved to accept the minutes as printed, Christy seconded, motion passed.

Treasurer Report: Christy reported a balance of $27,290.63 total assets as of Nov 30, 2008.

Bills to be paid: $12, Randy Underwood turf—-Nat Gr eene, $ 6 9-5Xefisbape iriijatiok syséem |
repair. $42.48, Lowes- turf Nat Greene, $56.41 & $15.91 Greene County Printing for Grapevine July, Aug,
Sept, Oct. $495 for tiller. Renae moved to accept the report and to pay the bills, Carl seconded, motioned
passed.

Mark handed out copies of the calendar for 2009 with dates that are known at this time. He asked members
to bring event dates as soon as possible to be added.

Xeriscape: Carl reported that the work to remove the viburnum is continuing.

Nathanael Greene: Cindy reported that the water to the irrigation system is now off. The vines on the
north side have been removed. The pots with bulbs have been moved to the composting area and more bulbs
have been added. More daffodils were planted outside the fence. The hedge has been removed and new
hedge is in the planning, perhaps a miniature holly. The climbing rose has been removed from the pergola.
The thorns were a safety issue. The pergola will be stained before a new plant is put in. Dates for 2009 were
discussed. Cindy would like a committee to be formed to look into the possibilities for the kiosk. Renae will
contact a sign company to see how long the plastic signs last and other info on them. Carl has checked with
Nixa Hardware on getting a tiller. They have offered to sell us a rear tine tiller for $495. There is money left
in the budget so he will use that to pay for a tiller.

Social : Our meeting in January will be the Pot luck and gift exchange.

Programs: Amy provided information for 2009. The Winter seminar is put together. Programs for next
years meetings are coming together. So far we have February, Emerald Ash Borer, March, Rain gardens and
benefits of using native shrubs and April, Walnuts with Hammons Nut Products.

Public Education: Renae reported that the winter seminar and veggie seminar fliers are almost done.
Hopefully they will go out in the December Grapevine. The Garden Symposium will probably be scratched for
20009. Renae is thinking of having a “class at N
participants and there would be 1 speaker and 1 topic covered.

Fairs and Shows: A contract for the 2009 Lawn and Garden show will be filled out by Mark and sent in.
Newsletter: Commitment sheets for 2009 will go out in the newsletter this month.
Plant sale: It was suggested that the plant labels could be cut now so that we will have a bunch ready. Renae

(Continued on page 1
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(Continued from paga)

mentioned that Habitat For Humanity gets a lot of blinds donated to them. Sometimes they just throw them
away if they are too torn up. Mary will contact them to see about getting those blinds for us to use as plant
labels.

Carl suggested that a separate mailing be made with hours sheet to encourage members to turn in their hours.
Patrick said that the State Board is looking into have the hours self reported directly to Columbia by each
member. More information will be shared when it becomes available.

Extension Report: Patrick reported that the 1st orientation meeting for prospective MG will be held on
Tuesday December 9. Depending on the number who sign up for the classes more advertising will be done.
Classes start Jan 27.

Mary Quinn will be sending a list of the seminars for the 2009 Lawn and Garden Show, Patrick will forward
the list to Renae to schedule speakers. The February speaker at our meeting will be talking on the Emerald
Ash Borer. Members of the Master Naturalist and Christian County MG will be invited to attend this meeting
as well. This meeting will count towards Advanced Training hours.

The scholarship in about ready. Hopefully a final draft will be available soon.

2009 will be more challenging for the Extension office. Their budget will have significant cut in from years
past.

Mark asked Patrick to set up the 2009 MG Board at this meeting. Patrick asked for nominations for
President. Carl nominated Mark Bernskoetter for president. Mark agreed to serve another year. Carl
suggested that the Board Officers be held over from this year as a slate. Patrick asked if there was any
discussion. Renae stated that she would like someone else to be the secretary since the Public Ed committee
was coordinating several things throughout the year. It was suggested that Janet McWilliams might be
willing. Renae will speak to her about that. Carl moved that the Board be set as follows:

President — Mark Bernskoetter

Vice Pres — Ann Hall

Treasurer - Christy Jenkins

Secretary — Janet McWilliams

The motion was approved. Those members not in attendance will be contacted to see if they are willing to
serve.

Old Business
-Member shi p *“ Busan Hdnserchasra tetter to be mailed out to several area businesses to request
their participation in our “perk” program.

-Empire Fair - Mary Quinn sent us a list of winners of fair prizes and they seem to be in order.
-The table cloth and sign have been returned.

New Business:
-Meeting days and times for board 2009 — it was decided that the 15t Tuesday of the month at 4:30pm

Next board meeting date — Tuesday, Jan 5, 2009— 4:30 pm
Respectfully submitted, Renae Bernskoetter, MG Secretary

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg
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Mary Gallagher, MG, 881-0567
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January 2009

Scheduling for the Hotline went very smoothly this year thanks to all the wonderful
volunteers.

1974 requests were processed through October. Several people are scheduled to
handle calls from their home for any requests that we have from November through
February.

It has been my pleasure to have been the Hotline coordinator for the past two years.
I am happy to announce that Patricia Bannerman will be the coordinator next year.
Thanks to the following people who worked the Hotline this year:

Patricia Bannerman, Ernie Braswell, Andrew Busch, Bert Caringer, Melvin Caudill,
Jim Eckhoff, Kim Fields, Susan Gabriel, Don Garner, Twila Harris, Don & Lucille
Hoover, Gary Jacques, Gary Jones, Robert Jones, Jack Kaiser, Jennifer Keys, Lillie
Magruder, Ganetta McNabb, Tim Mock, Bob Moore, Paul Nelson, Rebecca Nickols,
Linda Patterson, Barbara Parker, Kathy Rapp, Jheff Sayler, Sheryl Shaefer, Shirley
Shipley, Patsy Spindler, Cathy Staats, Carol Stephenson, Jay Tartar, Carol Taylor,
Gene Wallace, Gwen Wilson, April Wiggs, and

Iris Wylie .

Mary Gallagher
Hotline Coordinator

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg
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Public Education-Renae Bernskoetter-Co-chair 887.5782

We are starting off with a bang in January. Our first seminar will be on January 24, 2009
with “Gardening Inside and Out.” The topic covered will be:

Growing African Violets

Seeds and tips for successful starts
Gardening and the weather

Home greenhouses

Winter pruning

The cost will be $10. This will count towards some of the 6 hours of advanced training that
we are asked to obtain each year. There will also be door prizes given. (I really like those! )

If you bring a snack to share you get an extra chance at door prizes. (although each person
can only get 1 but it gives you another chance) Please let me know if you will be bringing food
so that I can plan on what I need to provide. (I also like a lot of food!)

Please let you family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, etc. know about this seminar. Itis
open to the public and is a part of our public education mission. Pamphlets are available, let
me know if you need some to hand out. There is a copy of the pamphlet in last month’s
Grapevine, and it is OK to make copies.

The next seminar will come up right after that, “Veggies From Start To Storage”. It will on
February 7th and will have a cost of $15. A light lunch will be included since this one will go
into the early afternoon. (see the note above about snacks and door prizes)

Please let anyone know that could use some help growing their own vegetables. The focus of
this seminar is to help folks prepare for and raise their own food. They will learn to enjoy
fresh garden produce and ways to preserve the harvest once it is picked.

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg




Master Gardeners of Greene County Page 7| W |

The story was submitted by Barbara St. Clair. It comes from a lady who works in a
garden center in Kansas. She is not a gardener but has funny stories to tell. Let’s
begin ....

We have a policy at the garden center that states that if a tree or shrub dies in the
first year after purchase, we will replace it for free.

But the guarantee does not cover quite everything.

Customer-I bought a weeping willow here last year...

Me— Oh! What a nice tree!

Customer-Well, it died.

Me-Oh! Dear!

Customer-I have my receipt.

Me-Thank you!

Customer-So can I get my free tree now?

Me-First, can you tell me how your tree died?

Customer-It looks like a muskrat ate it.

Me-A muskrat?

Customer-Yes, it’s been chewed clean in half.

Me-Oh...I'm sorry to tell you that our guarantee does not cover acts of God.
Customer-It wasn’t an act of God... it was an act of a muskrat.

Me- Okay...But I am pretty sure that falls under the category of an “act of God.”
Customer-Are you saying that God is a muskrat?

Me-Uh...No..I am saying that when nature intervenes in the life of a plant...like an
ice storm...or a lightening strike...you can’t say that the plant died because we sold
you a bad plant.

Customer-So you are saying that God sent a muskrat to chew up my willow tree?
Me-No..not exactly...well sort of...but not really...

Customer-Why would God send a muskrat to eat my tree?

Me-Uh...I don’t think God sent a muskrat to eat your tree.

Customer-So then it wasn’t an act of God.

Me-Not literally...no...probably not.

Customer-So can I get my free tree now?

Me-No...I’'m sorry.

Customer-That’s alright. I probably deserved that muskrat eating my tree for some
reason.

Prolonged silence, uncomfortable silence....

Me-Um...Can I help you with anything else.
Customer-Have you got any of those burning bushes?

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg
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Katherine S. White

Growing on the vine,
Susan

As I write, snow is falling outside my Maine window, and indoors all
around me half a hundred garden catalogues are in bloom.

Master Gardeners of Southwest Missouri
833 Boonville, Springfield, MO 65802
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