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It‘s still not too late to turn in those hour sheets.  If your 
hours are turned in by the end of January, you can expect to 
see the membership discount card coming out to you, 
probably in early March.  This membership card will provide 
savings and discounts for some area businesses.  Even if it is 
past the deadline by the time you read this, it is still vitally 
important to get your hours turned in - send them to the 
Extension office as soon as possible or bring them to the 
meeting in February.     
 
You can see there are lots of activities planned – mark these 
dates on your calendar so you don‘t miss out.   
 
Remember, hours sheets, and the calendar of events, and 
fliers about seminars are all available at our website.  

If you are able to attend any of the new Master Gardener 
trainings, please contact the Extension office to ensure that 
room is available.  Be aware that there will probably not be 
additional handouts available at the trainings.   

Due to the size of calendar of events, it is located on page 7.   

 

 

 

It is amazing what this earth will allow us.  
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                      Treasurer’s Report 

                      Christy Jenkins, MG, Treasurer—759-2987 
 

 

As of December 31, 2008, we had the following account balances: 

Extension Account—$ 8324.00 

MG Account -  $ 3024.29 

Certificates of Deposit - $ 15,598.11  

Total Cash - $  26,946.40 
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Here is the snack list by month for the rest of the year.  Match the first letter of your 
last name to the list to find when you bring snacks.  Remember we are a hungry 
group so high protein foods, fresh fruit, and veggies are always a good choice.  If 
you bring dips, try to bring chips or crackers with it.  Thanks in advance for all the 
good food that you will bring this year. 
 
Social committee meeting at 5:00 PM, before February meeting to discuss spring 
banquet. 
 
Jana Belk 725-3203 
 
February: M, L, R, I, H 
March: S, P, F, K, J 
April: B, R, G, O, D 
May: W, J, N, V, T    plant exchange 
June: C, A, G, Y, U 
July: H, L, F, Z, D 
August: W, C, E, T, U 
September: potluck             
October: M, P, E, O, S , K  
November: B, A, N, I, V, Y 
December: no meeting 
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Master Gardeners of Greene County Board Meeting Minutes 01.12.09 
 
 

Voting Board members in attendance: Mary Brown, Christy Jenkins, Janet McWilliams, Carl Redmon,     

Mark and Renae Bernskoetter, Randy Underwood 

Committee Chairs in attendance: Cindy Arrowood, Jana Belk, Amy Tuggle 

Approval of Minutes: Carl moved to accept the minutes as printed, Renae seconded, motion passed. 

Treasure Report: Christy reported a balance of $26,946.40 as of December, 31, 2008. Additional income: 

Donations from Lynwood Garden Club $50.00; Spring into Gardening $380; and misc. donations of 183.19. 

Bills to be Paid: Postage $45.66 and printing expenses for Grapevine of $34.63. 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report: Renae moved to accept the report, seconded by Mary, motion passed. 

Budget 2009: Christy made a motion to accept the amended budget for 2009, Randy seconded, motion passed. 

Hotline: Patty Bannerman will be taking over the hotline. 

Nathanael Greene: Cindy stated that March 14th is the date set for the apple Espalier pruning class at 9:30. 

The new tiller is here. A date will be given for help needed to lay down mulch in the south end of the garden. 

Bulbs have begun to come up. More work days will be set up. 

Social Committee: Jana has set a tentative date for the Spring Banquet…Friday, April 3rd at Drury. She will 

also look into the possibility of having it at St. John’s Cancer Center.  

Programs: Amy stated that February’s meeting will include a talk on the Emerald Ash Borer, March’s 

meeting will have a program on rain gardens, native shrubs and tips for the plant sale. April’s meeting will 

have a program on walnuts with Hammons Nut Products. 

Public Education: Renae noted that a little more than 50 people had signed up for the Winter Gardening 

Program on January 24th. The Vegetable gardening program is set to go on February 7th. Renae needs someone 

to volunteer to head up the Speaker’s Bureau. 

Fairs and Shows: The Lawn and Garden show will be February 20-22. Volunteers will be needed. 

Plant Sale: Mary reported that she had been given blinds and has been cutting them for tags for the plant sale. 

Extension Report: Patrick reported that so far there were 25 people signed up for the 2009 Master Gardener 

class, which starts Jan. 27th. He is working on the Scholarship. Show Me Yards will have four programs in 

February and March. Two are for homeowners and two will be for commercial businesses. He stated that he 

was working on information for volunteer opportunities with some schools that were interested in growing 

vegetables. 

 

Wal-mart donated $250.00 to the Master Gardener program. It will be used for furnishings for the new 

building to be built at Nathanael Greene. 

 

Three requests for Emeritus states were presented by Mark, all three passed. 

 

Next board meeting will be Monday, February 9th at 4:30 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Janet McWilliams, MG Secretary 
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Public Education 

Renae Bernskoetter 

 

 

By the time you get this newsletter we will have completed our 1st annual winter seminar “Gardening Inside 

and Out” and we may already be done with the “Veggies from Start to Storage” seminar on Feb 7th as well. 

(If we are not past the date, there is still time to sign up, just call Nancy at the Extension office) 

 

MoGardens will be starting on March 2nd.  These classes are designed for those who would like to have 

instruction on a broad number of gardening topics.  They are held on 7 consecutive Monday evenings and 

the cost is $75.  Participants will receive a “Grounds for Gardening”.  If you have any friends or family that 

would be interested in attending, please have them contact the Extension office to register.   

 

A copy of the brochure for MoGardens will be included with this Grapevine.  Please use it to advertise the 

series.  Also, if you are interested in attending any of the evenings to get a refresher, or to increase your 

knowledge, let me know.    There may be limited space, so I will need for you to contact me to let me know 

if you plan to attend.  There will be no charge for you as a MG to attend any of the sessions. I do ask, 

however, that if you are going to attend any of the classes that you bring a snack to share with the group. 

 

Our 2nd annual “Spring Into Gardening” seminar will be held on Saturday, March 28th.  More information 

will be sent out next month. 

 

 

 

Fairs and Shows 

Renae Bernskoetter 

 

 

Our 1st event is approaching very quickly.  It is one of my favorites to work and to attend.  That is the “Lawn 

and Garden Show”, it will be held on February 20 – 22 at the E-plex.  Master Gardeners have hosted a table 

at the show for a long time, maybe since it began!  At our table we take questions from folks attending the 

show and we try to answer them with some help from our resource books.  This is a very exciting and fun 

way to get to talk to others about what we love to do, garden. As a bonus, any MG working at our table will 

receive free admission for the day that they work. 

 

I have several slots available for anyone wanting to work at our table.  If you are interested in working give 

me an email or a call.  Leave me a message and I will get back to you. 

 

Our second event will be the Naturescaping day at the Conservation Nature Center.  It will be held on April 

4th.  I will be asking for volunteers to work our table there.  A list of time slots will be at our meeting in 

February. 
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2009 MASTER GARDENERS‘ PLANT SALE!!!! 

April 25TH 

It seems strange to be thinking about the plant sale so soon, but it will be here quicker than 
we know it.  Now‘s the time to start thinking about the changes we want to make in our 
gardens, the new plants we want to put in and the old ones that need to be divided or 
removed altogether to make room for those "must-have" new acquisitions. But don‘t dump 
those unwanted plants in the compost pile. Pot them up for the plant sale! 

For those of you who‘ve not experienced a plant sale, you are in for a treat! You can‘t help 
but have a good time when you‘re surrounded by so many excited gardeners who wait 
impatiently every year for our plant sale. 

There will be sign up sheets at the February meeting with all the different things we need to 
do. And there will be plenty of opportunities to get involved as the first of the Pot-Em-Up 
Days at Nathanael Greene Park has been scheduled for March 28th and March 29th. Mark 
your calendars! 

If you have any questions in the meantime, please feel free to call either of us.  Looking 
forward to the plant sale! 

Christy Jenkins – 759-2987 ----- Mary Brown - 753-5160 

 
Xeriscape Garden, Barbara St. Clair MG  887.9536 

January certainly doesn‘t look like spring--but the seed and plant catalogues on my table 
tell me that spring will be here before we know it!  As we prepare for a new year of 
gardening I have two requests: 

1.    The gardens look beautiful every year--but only with a great deal of commitment 
on the part of gardeners.  Please consider increasing your commitment to our 
beautiful gardens by volunteering your time to the Xeriscape or to Nathanael 
Greene.  I am developing the contact sheet for work at the Xeriscape and need to 
know whose names to include.  Please let me know if you wish to be contacted 
when we have workdays at the garden! 

2.   Consider beginning your work for the garden right away---before heat, humidity 
and the pressures of time outdoors intervene.  We‘re looking for folks who would 
be willing to start some seeds indoors for the garden, particularly some annuals 
that we need lots of, or specific annuals we can‘t easily find locally.  I‘m in the 
process of ordering seeds now so I need to know right away if you could step up 
and grow some plants for us.  [And the failure of plants to survive is always an 
acceptable and forgivable turn of events, so don‘t let worry keep you from 
volunteering!] 

Remember:  gardening is far too enjoyable and rewarding not to do it whenever you can! 



http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg 

Page 6      Page 6                            Master Gardeners of Greene 

 Emerald Ash Borer 
Tuesday, February 10th 
6:30 PM 
St. John‘s Cancer Center Auditorium 
2055 S. Fremont 
 
According to a press release by the Missouri Department of Conservation, the 
emerald ash borer was confirmed in Missouri on July 23rd, 2008. The emerald ash 
borer is a small, metallic green beetle native to Asia. Its larvae burrow into the bark 
of ash trees, causing trees to starve and die. While the emerald ash borer does not 
pose any direct risk to public health, it does threaten Missouri‘s ash tree populations. 
Ash trees make up approximately 3 percent of forests and 14 percent of urban trees in 
Missouri. Since no ash trees in North America are known to be resistant to the pest, 
infestations are devastating to these tree species. Missouri is the ninth state to have a 
confirmed emerald ash borer infestation. (Source: MDC) 
 
We welcome Justine Gartner, Forestry Field Program Supervisor with the Missouri 
Department of Conservation, for our February monthly meeting. It‘s our opportunity 
to learn first hand about emerald ash borer. We‘ll take away important information 
we can share with others in our community as part of our education mission. Gartner 
plans to leave plenty of time for questions and discussion. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD: 
 
March – Adam Coulter presents ―Rain gardens & the Benefits of Using Native 
Shrubs‖ 
April – Laura Ronald's joins us from Hammons Nut Products. We‘ll also have a brief 
program on ―Getting ready for the plant sale.‖ 
May – This is normally our plant exchange. Stay tuned for more details.  
 
―Young Sprouts in the Garden‖ – The date of May 30th is penciled in for our 2nd 
annual event. We should have confirmation soon. Be thinking of interesting projects 
and other information to help children learn about gardening and our environment! 
We‘d love your input and ideas. If you would like to get involved, please let me know 
by calling or emailing. 
 
 
Thanks, 
Amy Tuggle 886.0866 
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FEBRUARY 
3  New MG Training – 1-4 pm –Wesley United Methodist-Vegetables 
5  New MG Training – 1-4 pm –Wesley United Methodist-Woody plants 
7    Vegetable gardening from start to finish, at St Johns Cancer Center 
9  Board Meeting 
9  Deadline for information to be included in next month‘s Grapevine 
10  New MG Training – 1-4 pm –Wesley United Methodist-Fruit 
10  General meeting 6:30 pm - Emerald Ash Borer 
12  New MG Training – 1-4 pm –Wesley United Methodist-Lawn and Turf 
17  New MG Training – 1-4 pm –Wesley United Methodist-Soils 
19  New MG Training – 1-4 pm –Wesley United Methodist-Insects 
19  Set up Lawn and Garden Show Booth 
20-22  Lawn and Garden Show 
21  Organic Gardening – Midtown Library –register with library 
24  New MG Training – 1-4 pm –Wesley United Methodist-Trees 
26  New MG Training – 1-4 pm –Wesley United Methodist-Plant Diseases 
 
MARCH 
2  Hotline scheduling begins 
2  MO Gardens 
3  New MG Training – 1-4 pm –Wesley United Methodist-Annuals and Perennials 
3  Board Meeting 
5  New MG Training – 1-4 pm –Wesley United Methodist-Landscape Design 
9  Deadline for information to be included in next month‘s Grapevine 
9   MO Gardens   
10  General meeting 6:30 pm – Rain Gardens, Native Shrubs, Tips for the Plant Sale 
14  ―The Mysteries of Gardening" at the National WWI Museum, KC (816) 252-5051 
14  9:30 am - Espalier pruning at Nathanael Greene 
16  MO Gardens 
21  Herb Gardening – Midtown Library –register with library 
22-26 International MG conference – Las Vegas - http://www.unce.unr.edu/imgc/ 
23  MO Gardens 
28  ―Spring into Gardening Seminar‖ - St. John‘s Cancer Center 
28-29 Pot ‗em up at Nathanael Greene - 12:30 pm - ? 
30 MO Gardens 
 
APRIL  
4  ―Naturescaping‖ – Conservation Nature Center 
7  Board Meeting 
6   MO Gardens 
9  Deadline for information to be included in next month‘s Grapevine 
13  MO Gardens 
14  General meeting 6:30 pm - Walnuts 
24  Deliver plants to the plant sale – presale to Master Gardeners 
25  Plant Sale 
28  Plant Exchange in place of General Membership May meeting – 6:00 pm 
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And those seed packets, envelopes of promise they are, far too large for 
the salt-spoonful of seeds they contain, and yet scarcely large enough 

for the wonders they hold.  
 

Lesley Gordon, Green Magic, 1977 
 
 
 

Growing on the vine,  
Susan 

    
 

 

Master Gardeners of Southwest Missouri 

833 Boonville, Springfield, MO 65802  

Phone: 417-862-9284 Fax: 417-862-1809 

Hotline 417-862-9284 
 

University of Missouri Extension does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability or status as a 

Vietnam-era veteran in employment or programs. 


