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April is going to be a big month for Master Gardeners of Greene County as we once

again host our great plant sale at the end of the month. This is our single largest event
that provides fundraising for our organization, so we can afford to grow and maintain

the demonstration gardens at Nathanael Greene and Xeriscape. We need your to help
make it all work out. Divide and pot up your own plants at home right away and bring

them to the plant sale tent on Friday, April 24 — see the article inside for full details
and the special information about how Master Gardeners can make some presale
selections.

Remember to save five plants back for our plant exchange on Tuesday, April 28 at

Nathanael Greene at 6:00 pm. (Note this is a different place, date and start time from

our usual meetings.) Bring 5 plants and watch your finds multiply as you will likely
leave with even more.

See you in the gardens.

APRIL

4 Pot ‘em up at Xeriscape beginning at noon

4 Naturescaping — Conservation Nature Center
6 Board Meeting

6 MO Gardens

8 Pot ‘em up at Xeriscape beginning at 9:00 am

9 Deadline for information to be included in next month’s Grapevine

13 MO Gardens

14 General meeting 6:30 pm— Walnuts, Tips for the plant sale

24 Deliver plants to the plant sale — presale to Master Gardeners

25 Plant sale — starts at 7:30 am

28 Plant exchange in place of general membership May meeting — 6:00 pm
MAY

2 Nat. Greene - advanced training identify native seedlings/transplant — 9:30 am
4 Board Meeting

9 Deadline for information to be included in next month’s Grapevine

9 MG exclusive garden tour (day before Mother’s Day)

12 MG Social at Maschinos, 1715 S. Campbell - NO general meeting

14 Spring Banquet

19 Nat. Greene clean up 5pm — dark (314 Tuesday)

30 “Young Sprouts in the Garden”, children’s gardening event-Nathanael Greene
JUNE

1 Board Meeting

9 Deadline for information to be included in next month’s Grapevine

9 General meeting 6:30 pm

11 Report total number of hours year to date at June meeting

13 MG exclusive garden tour (Day before Father’s Day)

16 Nat. Greene clean up 5pm — dark (314 Tuesday)
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Treasurer’s Report
Christy Jenkins, MG, Treasurer—759-2987

As of February 28, 2009, we had the following account balances:
Extension Account—$ 8510.25

MG Account - $ 3606.32

Certificates of Deposit - $ 15,742.07

Total Cash - $ 27,858.64

You are invited to attend the Master Gardeners Spring Banquet to be held on Thursday, May 14, 2009 at
St. Johns Cancer Center. Dinner is at 6:30 p.m. Deadline for reservations and payment is Thursday, May

7, 2009. Cost of dinner is $15.00/ person. Spouses and friends are welcome. Look for registration form

in newsletter.
Snacks:

April: B,R, G, 0, D
May: W, J, N, V, T Plant exchange

Jana Belk

2009 PLANT SALE IS ALMOST HERE!!!!
APRIL 25t

Only a few more short weeks and the plant sale will be upon us! It’s so nice to see the garden coming alive
again and with it, our enthusiasm. By now, we’ve started the digging and dividing, transplanting, and
made lots of notes for new plants. Hopefully, you’re potting up lots and lots of plants for the plant sale.

The money we make at the plant sale will be more important than ever this year. There are so many more
expenses this year than last due to everyone’s budget cuts. And if we want beautiful gardens at Nathanael
Greene and the Xeriscape we need your help in making this plant sale our best ever.

You can start bringing your plants anytime after 10:00 am on Friday, April 24. Volunteers need to start

coming at 8:00 am. When you bring your plants, if you can, stay and help. We’ll need lots of volunteers
to check plant labels, mark prices, and move plants.

Starting at 6:00 pm on Friday, April 24th, we will have our 6th annual pre-plant sale. Anyone who donates
their own plants for our plant sale can participate. Even if you weren’t able to make it to the meetings and
sign up, come on out anyway. There will be plenty to do and a lot of fun and excitement.

As always, if you have any questions, just call Christy or Mary.

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg




Master Gardeners of Greene County

Master Gardeners of Greene County Board Meeting Minutes 03.03.09

Voting Board members in attendance: Ann Hall, Christy Jenkins, Carl Redmon, Randy Underwood, Mary Brown,
Janet McWilliams, Mark Bernskoetter, and Renae Bernskoetter. Committee Chairs in attendance: Cindy Arrowood,
Jana Belk, Amy Tuggle, and Vicki Barrett.

Approval of Minutes: Renae moved to accept the minutes as printed, with the correction of Carl Huffman’s name;
Ann seconded, motion passed.

Treasurer Report Christy reported a balance of $27,858.64 total assets as of February 28th.

Bills to be paid: Greene County Print Shop, $713.15 (Grapevine and brochures)—Gary Jones, $17.75 — Jana Belk,
$168.60 ($50.00 to Garden Inside/Out, $50.00 to Veggies, $68.60 to Social Committee) —Renae $1014.90 (Seminars)
Deposits: $143.96 for interest on CD; $10.00 for Gardening Inside/Out; $1055.00 for Veggie Seminar

Ann moved to accept the report and to pay the bills, Mary seconded, motioned passed.

Extension Report: Patrick reported that he had a good group in this year’s classes. The new class will receive the
updated name tags, with the new Extension logo on it. Existing name tags will still be used if you have one. Everyone will
be given the chance to purchase a new one if they would like to. A draft for the scholarship has been sent out to be looked
over. The University asks that requests for help from the Master Gardeners be approved, for reasons of liability. This is
for projects sponsored by someone else, not a Master Gardener project. Pat suggested that a form be set up, and filled out
by anyone requesting help. Pat suggested that perhaps we could move the Board meeting to the first Monday, instead of
the first Tuesday because of conflicts with other meetings. Renae moved to approve the change, seconded by Randy,
motion carried. Board meetings will now be held on the first Monday of the month at the same time. There was some
discussion over what would, or should, qualify as a Master Gardener volunteer hours. All Master Gardener functions are
automatically counted. The discussion was about whether hours worked for other organizations, and in other gardens,
should count. A suggestion was made to expect “core” hours to be done at a Master Gardener function. These will
include the hot line, fairs and shows, plant sale, the two gardens, and education. Ann agreed to gather information on
where hours turned in come from.

Hot Line: The hot line started taking calls on 3-3-09. They still need more volunteers.

Nathanael Greene: Cindy — March 14th is the class on pruning the espalier apple. March 28th and 29th are pot ‘em up
days, Thursday, March 5th will be ornamental grass clean. March 15th, in the afternoon, will be a clean up day. Christine
Chiu has agreed to be in charge of the vegetable garden.

Social : Jana — The Spring Banquet will be held May 14t at St. John’s Cancer Center.

Programs: Amy —The March program will be about rain gardens and benefits of using native shrubs and in April,
Walnuts with Hammons Nut Products. The plant exchange will be held after the plant sale and an additional “social”
event will be held at Maschino’s on May 12th. Young Sprouts will be held May 30t at Nathanael Greene. So far there are
6 vendors signed up, with more to come. Susan Daniels will be the coordinator for the Master Gardener booth.

Public Education: Renae reported the MO Garden classes have started. They have a full class, so unfortunately there is
no room for visitors. She is the planning stages for a “green” garden seminar in October.

Plant sale: Forms have to be filled out for insurance and tent approval...apparently we need a “building” permit to be
able to put up a tent larger than 10 x 10.

Public Speaking: Vicki has flyers advertising the Speaker’s Bureau. She has 29 speakers lined up. Anyone needing a
speaker will go through Nancy at the Extension office. She will then pass along information to Vicki.

Vice President: Ann has 45 new students and only 20 mentors. More volunteers are needed.
Old Business
-Membership “perk” card — a copy of the cards was passed around. Carl made a motion. Seconded by Mary, that anyone

with emeritus status will also receive a perk card. Motion passed.

Secretary,
Janet McWilliams

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg
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Minutes of General Meeting March 10, 2009

Adam Coulter gave a great talk on rain gardens, also called bio-retention gardens.

Treasurer’s report was delivered by Christy Jenkins as published.

Programs: Amy Tuggle-April’s program will be on nuts by Hammons Nuts Products. Young Sprouts is set
for May 30th. We need more volunteers.

Hot Line: Patty Started March 3rd.

Xeriscape: Barbara St. Clair— A small work day was held; several people are starting seedlings.
Nathanael Greene: Cindy Arrowood-Apple trimming espalier is at 9:30, Saturday, March 14th. Sunday
afternoon will be a work day (15th). March 28th-2gth in the afternoon will be pot’em up days. On the 215t the
Master Gardener class will visit the gardens. Christine Chiu has agreed to be the “veggie “ head.

Social: Jana Belk: May 14th is the date for the Spring Banquet. It will begin at 6:00, and we will eat at 6:30.
Jana needs flowers to decorate; the cost is $15.00 per person. This year it will be held at the St. John’s
Cancer Center. Next month (April) the initials to bring snacks is BRGOD.

Plant Sale: Christy Jenkins- We need plants more than ever because cost for the sale have gone up. This
year there are more fees from the park, tent rental is up and we have to have a nursery license and an
inspection done of the plants. Next month part of the program will be on getting plants ready for the sale.

Public Education: Renae Bernskoetter- Tonight’s program will count for 1 hour of advanced training.
March 28t will be the “Spring Into Gardening” program. Cost is $10.00. 8:00 is registration, classes start at
8:30. If you bring a snack you get your name in a second time for a door prize. There are 44 in the MO
Gardens class, so there is no room for visitors. We are now being charged for copies for seminars, so
speakers are being asked to be thrifty with handouts. August 8t is “Fall Into Gardening” classes, also
$10.00. October 10t will be a new class, “Going Green in the Garden”, which will be in partnership with
Show Me Yards. The June symposium will be dropped; one idea for a replacement is to hold a series of
small classes at Nathanael Greene, perhaps one a month. These will be more specific classes than usually
held for the symposium.

Speaker’s Bureau: Vicki Barrett- There hasn’t been a large call for speakers yet — 29 volunteers are signed
up. Vicki is setting up a monthly workshop for training for anyone interested.

Vice President: Ann Hall- Needs more mentors; mentors need to contact their “mentees”, especially
about the Spring Banquet.

Fairs and Shows: Sharon Owings- April 4th at the Nature Center is our next opportunity for volunteers;
she still needs volunteers. The fair in July will be the next opportunity.

Extension Office: Patrick Byers- The concluding class for the new Master Gardeners was held today
(March 1oth). He announced that Mark, our President, was awarded the “Friends of the Extension” award.
He is glad to have the hot line up and running again. The Governor did find some money in the budget for
the Extension, but a proposal is still out there to cut $5 million. The office has presentations that can be
used. Mary Quinn gave a thank you to the Master Gardeners for help with displays at the fair.

Historian: Lola Fry- Has set up a filing system. She needs copies for files of speeches, etc. Electronic files
and CD’s are needed also.

Sonja has a question about the cost of the newsletter: if printing and mailing is so high, why not just use
email? Mark answered that the matter had been looked into by the board. The savings cost was not great
enough because we would have to go from bulk mail to using regular postage stamps. Also, the actual cost of
printing would not decrease that much.

Perk cards for discounts were handed out.
Secretary,
Janet McWilliams

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg
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Public Education
Renae Bernskoetter
887-5782

Spring Into Gardening
On March 28th, we will be hosting our 2" Spring Into Gardening Seminar. The list of topics to be
presented are: herbs, hostas, pollination, garden equipment with motors, garden tools without motors.

Fall Into Gardening

Plan ahead, the 2™ Fall Into Gardening Seminar is scheduled for August 8th. The plan is to cover the
following topics: growing conifers, berries that ripen in the fall, edible flower gardens, roses, botanical
names

For both of the above events, registration begins at 8am. Pre-registration is requested and the fee for this
will be $10. The sessions start at 8:30am and go until 11:45am. As before, if you as a Master Gardener
bring a snack to share, you will get a second ticket for the door prize drawings, you can only get 1 door
prize, but you get 2 chances.

MoGardens
This year there are 44 people in attendance at the MoGardens classes. I had offered for our members to
attend any of the classes for refresher, how

able to have extra guests. I apologize if you were planning to attend any of the sessions.

New Plans:

Going Green In The Garden

October 10, 2009

This is another seminar we are putting together, Amy has been putting her brain to work. This will be a
morning of | earning about ways to make our g
Knowind and Growind Learning I n The Garden

In an effort to better utilize our demonstration gardens for public education, we would like to hold a 1-hour
(or less) class on some Saturday mornings this summer in the gardens. The presentations will be low tech
(no computer or projector), however, demonstrations or discussions of issues that can be seen at the time in
the gardens would be great.

I am looking for speakers for these classes. You can use any gardening topic you wish to speak on. I
would ask that the subject matter be specific, such as tomato diseases, how to divide iris, or how to take a
soil sample, etc. If you have something you could demonstrate that would be great. Folks love to see
knowl edge in action. I f you can’t think of
Gardening” and choose one of the guide sheet

There will be no charge for these classes. I will post the dates and the topics at Nat. Greene, and we may
do a little more advertising if time allows.

So get in touch with me to choose a date and a topic.

eve

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg




Page 6 Master Gardeners of Greene

Black Walnuts in the Ozarks
Tuesday, April 14th - 6:30 pm
St. John's Cancer Center
2055 S. Fremont

What a neat program we have for this month: Black Walnuts in the Ozarks! Joining us from Hammons Nut Products
will be Laura Ronalds. She'll be sharing details about the company, their efforts in research and harvesting, and lots of
other great stuff. Be sure to come!

Some background on Hammons Nut Products and the walnut industry (from their web site:
www.hammonsproducts.com):

The year was 1946. Ralph Hammons couldn’t keep enough black walnuts on his grocery store shelves in the little town
of Stockton, Missouri. Seeing the future potential of this local crop, Ralph bought a cracking machine and began buying
wild nuts from the hard-working Ozarks people who gathered them each fall. Since then, the company has survived
short crops, fad diets, and a destructive tornado to become the world’s leading supplier of American Black Walnuts.

Black walnuts grow wild throughout the Midwest and East-Central United States. Each year we purchase millions of
pounds of nuts from approximately 250 buying locations in a 16-state area. The black walnut harvest is one of the few
crops still picked by hand. Black walnut harvesting occurs in the fall, when the wild nut crop is hulled, bagged and sold
to a network of buying stations, or "hullers," for Hammons Products Company. Black walnuts are a hands-on product,
from the planting of the black walnut tree to the harvest and final processing of this wildly delicious delicacy. As black
walnut products continue to grow in popularity, we will continue to dedicate the time and research to make sure our
supply keeps up with demand.

The future growth of the Black Walnut nut industry depends on those bold landowners who want to invest in nut
orchards for long-term economic gain. The key to this growth is planting grafted trees from improved cultivars (tree
varieties meant for harvesting nuts) and managing those trees specifically for nut production. Hammons Products
Company is working with the University of Missouri Center for Agroforestry, the Missouri Nut Growers Association,
USDA Forest Service, Forest Keeling Nursery, and other public and private organizations to help landowners establish
profitable Black Walnut nut orchards.

Why do we want improved cultivars? Some improved varieties produce nuts with thinner shells and bigger nutmeats
than wild nuts. With this increase in nutmeat to shell ratio, the nuts are worth up to five times as much as the wild crop.
Demand for these premium quality nuts is continually growing and the long-term profit potential for acreage planted is
enticing. With investment in cultivars, the American Black Walnut can become an important cash crop for the Midwest
and generate significant income for planters. An extensive economic analysis spreadsheet and other valuable
information is available at http://www.centerforagroforestry.org

May Social Event at Maschino's

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

In lieu of a general May meeting (since we "technically” have it in April as the plant exchange), we will be joining our
fellow Springfield Watergarden Society friends for a spring social at Maschino's. How nice of them to invite us to their
store. We will have a garden topics related scavenger hunt where the folks answering all of the questions correctly will
be entered into a drawing for a $200 Maschino's gift certificate! We hope to see you on Tuesday, May 12th, at 6:30 pm!

If you have any questions or suggestions on program, contact me at 886-0866
or amy.tuggle@sbcglobal.net.

Amy Tuggle

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg
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Tips on Dividing Perennials

April is a busy time in the garden. Our plants are beginning to emerge and it is finally warm enough to work in the
garden. A review of the following tips will help insure you get the healthiest most productive plant starts.

AThe majority of perennials respond best to being divided in early spring, just as new growth is emerging.

Af the ground is dry water plants a day or two before dividing.

ADivide plants in the early morning or evening. The divisions will dry out less quickly when the air is cool.

Aro divide the plant use a garden fork or shovel to loosen soil all around the plant staying three to 4 inches away
from the shoots. Place your fork/shovel under the plant and work the handle like a lever. Shallow rooted
plants come out of the ground easily deeper rooted plants will require more digging.

Beparate plants with thick fibrous roots such as lily turf or day lilies using two spading/pitch forks. Insert the forks
into the center of the clump back-to-back and pull the handles apart until the clump splits into two sections.
Halve or quarter each piece. Discard weak and woody pieces.

ADivide plants with clumping growth habits and numerous shoots such as ajuga, lamb’s ear, primrose and
columbines by hand making sure each division has one or more healthy shoots and a good cluster of roots.

ACut apart woody root balls like those of Astilbe or Amsonia with a handsaw.

MSlice fibrous, clumping root balls like those of Hosta into pieces with a sharp spade.

ANever allow the divisions to dry out. Keep a pail of water nearby to moisten divisions until they are planted.

Arrim all broken roots with a sharp knife or pruners before replanting. A clean cut will sprout more quickly than a
sloppy tear. Plants will use energy repairing tear damage before growing new roots.

Master Gardeners are some of the most generous people I know. Each spring, as you divide your perennials to gain
additional plants for your own gardens you continue to set aside many plants to contribute to our annual plant sale.
Christy Jenkins and I want to thank each of you in advance for all your generous donations. Mary Brown

Speaker’s Bureau, Vicki Barrett, 889.6579

It’s important for the University of Missouri Extension ( and ever more so in times of
financial crisis) to have figures that reflect our members speaking, commitments and how
many people in the community we impact.

If I placed you as a speaker, we have the necessary numbers. However, if you were
contacted directly by another person or organization, and made a presentation, please call
Nancy at Missouri Extension office at 862.9284. Tell her your name, topic presented, date
of presentation, group name and number (at least approximate number) of people in
attendance.

Calls to Speaker’s bureau has been light so far, but our public education has provided
extraordinary programs this year, the library has been working overtime with information,
and other groups and sources have filled in also.

I will be sharing our list of potential speakers with Amy Tuggle on programs to allow more
opportunities for these people to share their chosen field of interest.

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/mgg




UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI Nonprofit Organization

B Extension e

Springfield, MO
Master Gardener e, 78

GREENE COUNTY

833 N. Boonville Avenue
Springfield, MO 65802-3810
Return Service Requested

Spring is sprung, the grass is riz... and the garden is full of flowers, with many more to come! Many
thanks go to the Master Gardener’s who offered to grow plants from seed for us: Henry Justice,
Vivian Rye, Marjorie Harris, Barb Parker, Jennifer Keys, Will Cooper, Tammy Ball, and Sonja
Lallemand. Itis always a leap of faith to put a tiny little seed in dirt and expect great things to come
from it...

Some dates to remember for spring:

April 4th, 12:00-5:00, Pot’em up at Xeriscape

April 8th, 9:00, to however long it takes...pot’em up at Xeriscape
May 2nd, 10:30-4:00, open house at Xeriscape (more to follow)

I would really appreciate information on the Bayer Tree and shrub liquid that prevents Japanese
Beetles. This is the mix and pour at the base insecticide that the tree soaks up. I've read the
brochure but would like to hear from folks who have actually used it, to find out if there is any
damage to small perennials under the tree. Please share!!!

Thank you!
Barbara St. Clair
887.9536
stclair53@att.net

Master Gardeners of Southwest Missouri
833 Boonville, Springfield, MO 65802
Phone: 417-862-9284 Fax: 417-862-1809
Hotline 417-862-9284

University of Missouri Extension does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability or status as a
Vietnam-era veteran in employment or programs.



