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Introduction to the Pawpaw 

Å¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΥ 

ïNative habits 

ïImproved  cultivars 

ïPropagation  

ïBasic growing practices 

ïMarketing opportunities 



Native Habits 

ÅBotanically speaking, 
Asimina triloba (L) 
Dunal 

ÅNative to much of 
eastern US 

ÅFound across Missouri 

 



Native Habits 

ÅPawpaw is a small, deciduous tree that may attain 5 to 10 
m in height and tends to be found in patches due to root 
suckering   

ÅIn sunny locations, trees typically assume a pyramidal habit, 
with a straight trunk and lush, dark green, long, drooping 
leaves  

ÅThe blossoms occur singly on the previous year's wood, 
reaching up to 5 cm in diameter, emerging before leaves in 
mid spring (April in Missouri) 

ÅThe flowers are strongly protogynous, self-incompatible 
and require cross-pollination, although some trees may be 
self-compatible.  

ÅPollination may be by flies and beetles. 




