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SAVE THE DATE: 

 First Thursday of Every 
Month ð Steering 
Committee Meeting 

 Jan 10th ð Gardeners 
Gathering 

 Jan 10th ð Garden Tour 
Meeting 

 Feb 2nd ð Speakers 
Bureau Training 

 Feb 9th ð Annual MG 
Recognition Banquet 

 Feb 8th ð 10th ð Met 
FL&G Show 

 

 

Graduating Class of 2007 
A Group with Great Promise and Potential! 
 Article and Photos by Sherry Adams, Master Gardener and Ace Reporter 
 

The graduation ceremony for the Master Gardener Class of 2007 was held on 

December 5
th
 at the Roger T. Sermon Community Center.  The members of the 

graduating class were in high spirits as were all the ñPerennialsò in attendance. This 

yearôs graduation was a bit different in that it began with the graduatesô introduction 

to all the different committees and activities available in our program. Mary 

Medley, as chair of the Steering Committee, kicked off the informational session 

with other committee chairs following; each explaining the function of their 

committee and the volunteer opportunities available.   
 

At the break, the graduates had the opportunity to visit with representatives from 

each committee and sign up for committee membership or volunteer slots at 

upcoming events.  The early spring Flower, Lawn, and Garden shows were an area 

of emphasis, as was the June Garden Tour.  Members of the class had plenty of 

questions and showed a great deal of enthusiasm for all of the activities.  Fantastic 

food was provided during the event break ï everything from fresh fruit and 

vegetables, to chicken wings, and of course, graduation cake, (we gardeners have to 

start storing up our energy for the next garden season)! 
 

Af ter the break came the moment all the graduates had been waiting for, the 

presentation of the certificates.  Lala Kumar  and Molly Fusselman presented the 

certificates and congratulated all of the new Master Gardeners on their 

accomplishments.  Special awards were also presented to the top essays and 

presentations.  Even the wonderful MGs who provided the refreshments for the 

occasion were recognized with lovely fruit baskets. 
 

The class of 2007 is a very enthusiastic bunch ï weôre sure weôll be seeing great 

things from them in the coming years.   Congratulations and welcome to the MG 

family!  (More photos on page 9) 
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Fourth Annual 

Winter Solstice 

Torch Lite Walk 
By Marilyn Joy, MG 

 

 
 

The Fourth Annual 
Winter Solstice Torch 
Lite Walk, sponsored by 
the Jackson County 
Park and Rec, was held 
on December 18, 5:00 
pm to 6:30 pm.   The 
night was chilly but not 
frigid and we had our 
best ever turn-out of 196 
visitors including many 
Girl Scout Troops, 
almost a 100 of the 
visitors were children.  
Patrice Hatfield 
graciously volunteered 
to help at this event and 
many thanks to her.  
This event is becoming 
more popular each year.  
Such a lot of fun! 
 

 
 

 

2007 HOURS 
REPORTING 

DUE BY 
JANUARY 15! 

Gardeners Gathering:  A Cure for the Winter Blues 
by Richard Rice, Master Gardener and Committee Chair 
 

"Well the weather outside is frightful, but the fire is so delightful, and since we've 

no place to go é let it snow, let it snow, let it snow."   Snowy days give us an 

opportunity to reflect back on the gardening season and help us look forward to spring.  

At this time of the year, gardeners are already looking through magazines and catalogs 

to find that special plant to grow in their gardens this coming season.  However, one 

can only do this so much before one becomes stir crazy.  Before that happens, why not 

make plans now to attend the first Gardeners Gathering of the new year, on Thursday, 

January 10th from 1 to 3 p.m. at Trails West Library (11401 E 23rd Street) in 

Independence.  We will be spotlighting two of our master gardeners:  Kristin 

Middleston (Class of 2007) and Kelly Vandendaele (Class of 2004).  
 

When you cannot get outside, Kristin Middleton  has the perfect 

project for you.  Her presentation, "Gardening Under Glass," will 

spark interests in creating a terrarium.  She will be sharing the 

history, the types, the materials needed, and the maintenance of a 

terrarium.  Through her demonstration, you will be able to create a 

terrarium as well.  Kristin is a master gardener trainee of the class 

of 2007 and works for Affordable Faux as an interior painter.  
 

The spring freeze of 2007 left many gardeners wondering what 

would survive in their gardens.  When the plants finally did 

emerge, the drought and heat that ensued caused even more 

havoc in already struggling gardens.  Kelly Vandendaele 

(shown left), Master Gardener Class of 2004; and proprietor of 

VanWalsh gardens will talk about what worked in her home 

and trial gardens in the summer of 2007 and what to try in 

2008. 
 

Make plans now to hear two of our colleagues at the Gardeners 

Gathering on January 10th.  We promise the experience will be 

delightful. 

 

Garden Tour General Meeting 

Thursday, January 10th, 5:00 pm 
By Sue Waltemath, Master Gardner & Committee Co-Chair 
 

Location:  Ronald McDonald Longfellow House located at 2502 Cherry Street, 

KCMO 64108. 
 

"Mastering the Art of Gardening" is the theme of the 2008 Master Gardener Tour 

which will be held on June 13 and 14 in the Northland.  Each of the six magnificent 

gardens belongs to one of our own Master Gardeners (Gisela Pursell, Jill Moore, 

Chris Veach, Jeannie Clemmons, Richard Rice and Sherry Adams).  If you are 

interested in participating in the planning and organization of the Tour, you are invited 

to attend the first general meeting. The tour is our only major fund raiser and is a lot of 

fun!  We are looking for people who want to help with the plant sale, coordinate and 

recruit volunteers, serve as garden captains for the individual gardens, develop 

educational displays and handouts as well as many more odd jobs.  This is a great 

opportunity for newer Master Gardeners to get their feet wet without taking the 

plunge.  If you are unable to attend the first meeting but are interested in working on 

the planning of the tour, please contact one of the committee chairs:  Sherry Adams, 
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Sherry Bowers or Sue Waltemath.  Look for more information in the Friday 

Updates. 
 

Speakersõ Bureau Classes for 2008 
By Mary Wood, Master Gardner & Committee Co-Chair 
 

The Master Gardener Speakersô Bureau is again teaching classes at area schools. 

These classes are very informative and a good chance to earn educational hours and 

gain valuable information. 
                                                                            

Park Hill School District  

Location: Room 221, 7703 NW Barry Road, Kansas City, Mo.  

Phone:  (816) 359-4060 

Gardening 101:  Geared for beginning gardener with a new house or individual who 

has recently become interested in gardening. This four week class taught by Master 

Gardeners of Greater Kansas City will cover gardening basics including landscaping 

principals; soil types; plant selection featuring ñtried and trueò trees,  shrubs,  

perennials, and annuals for the Kansas City area;  and garden maintenance.  February 

25, for three weeks. Mondays 6:30-8:30.  $24.00                                                    

Missouri Wildflowers : You will learn fascinating facts about plants that have 

historically grown in Missouri. We will discuss their habitats, needs, and their 

hardiness if placed in our yards. Find out where you can legally obtain these lovely 

plants to create your own little niche of woodland or prairie garden.  February 26, 

6:30-8:30.  $12.00 

Kansas City Perennial Gardening:  This class will discuss the ñtried and trueò plants 

that are old favorites and some new cultivars as well. Only plants that thrive in our 

ñuniqueò Kansas City weather will be recommended. Plants that have been touted as 

great for our area, but turned out to be disappointing, will be discussed. Learn how to 

choose varieties that will return year after year. Find tricks of pruning that will cause 

some perennials to give you a second bloom, maybe even a third!  Winter and spring 

care will also be addressed. April 9. One class, Wednesday, 6:30-8:30.  $12.00 
 

Blue River Community Education  

Location:  20301 East 78 Highway Independence, Missouri   

Phone: (816) 220-6518 

Wild Parties in Your Garden:  We have lots of various wildlife in our gardens, some 

welcome, some not so welcome. Learn how to lure the ones you want ï butterflies, 

toads, and birds amongst others; and how to discourage the rest. Make life easier by 

installing plants that deer, rabbits, and other foragers donôt like.  February 12.  6:30-

8:30.  One class.  $12.00 

Wildflowers of Missouri:  Missouri was once covered with abundant wildflowers. 

See how to bring some of them into your own garden. Learn how beautiful they are 

and what they require to thrive. Help to preserve some of our woodland and prairie 

wildflowers. Find out where to legally obtain these plants.  March 4, 6:30-8:30.  One 

class.  $12.00 

Gardening in the Shade:  Do you love your trees but are not sure which plants are 

best for your special areas? Learn about hardy, shade-tolerant perennials that are suited 

for the Kansas City area with an emphasis on low maintenance gardening.    March 27, 

6:30-8:30. One class.  $12.00 
 

Blue Springs School District 

Location:  Hall-McCarter Education Center,  5000 NW Valley View Road, Blue 

Springs, Missouri  (these classes all have fees)  Schedule due out January 3, 2008. 

Gardening 101:  This class is described above. It is tailored for the new home-owner 

Flower, Lawn and 

Garden Shows --  

Volunteers 

Needed 
 

Once again, we will be 

exhibitors at the Metro -
politan Lawn and Gar-

den Show (American 
Royal Complex), Feb-

ruary 8th thru the 10th; 
and the Kansas City 

Flower, Lawn and 

Garden Show (Bartle 
Hall), March 27th thru 

the 30th.   
 

We need volunteers for 

each day of the shows 
as well as set up and 

tear down.  Volunteers 
will be asked to work 

four-hour shifts in the 
morning, after -noon or 

evening.  You can email 

Gretchen Lathrop  at 
bglathrop@sbcglobal.ne

t to volunteer.  She will 
be able to share with 

you days and times 

volunteers are needed.   
 

For additional infor-
mation, contact 

Richard Rice  at:  

richard.rice@juno.com 
or 816-628-7386.  See 

you at the shows.   

   

 
 

2007 HOURS 
REPORTING 

DUE BY 
JANUARY 15! 
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or someone with a new interest in gardening. This class consists of three classes 

starting Tuesday, February 5, and continuing for the next two Tuesdays.  Fee. 

Butterfly Gardening :  Plants to attract butterflies and their larva into your garden. 

Watch the butterfly lay its eggs and then the whole amazing process as the eggs hatch 

and become caterpillars. See how fast the ñkidsò grow, and the next thing you know, 

they are spinning and building themselves a cocoon to pupate into a new butterfly.  

Discuss what attracts butterflies and what they need to sustain themselves. Learn how 

to plant a butterfly garden that will truly attract clouds of butterflies.  March 25.  One 

class.  Fee. 

Perennials for Kansas City:   See description above. These are perennials that can 

stand up to KCôs ever-changing weather. April 8.  One class.  Fee. 
 

SPARKS  (Seniors Actively Renewing Knowledge)                                                                                                 

A continuing education program for seniors sponsored by UMKC at 51st Street Annex 

Building, Ste. 101, 5100 Rockhill Road, Kansas City, Missouri 

Phone:  (816) 235-2870.  

Gardening Potpourri:  4 classes (fee) 

Eye Catching Containers: Using containers to enhance your entry or patio. Unique 

planters, new plants, bold colors and combinations are just some of the subjects we 

will discuss during this class, one of four in this series starting Monday, January 28, 

and the next three Mondays.  1:00- 3:00 

The pleasure of Perennials:  See previous description. Perennials that thrive in 

Kansas City with less care and keep coming back each year. 2-4-08.  Monday 1:00-

3:00. 

Butterfly Gardening :  See previous description.  Attracting butterflies into your 

garden and watching them reproduce from an egg through a pupa, to a brand new 

gorgeous butterfly. 2-11-08. 1:00-3:00. Fee. 

Bulbs, Tubers and Corms:  Learn the differences between these different bulbs, 

tubers, and corms. Where did they originate? Will they do well in my garden? When 

do they bloom? Storage requirements for tender tubers, and the best lilies to grow 

here. The glorious spring bulbs will be discussed and enumerated. Handouts will 

provide sources, planting instructions, as well the lists of the preferred specimens. 2-

18-08, Monday 1:00-3:00. Fee 
 

Speakersõ Bureau News 
By Mary Wood, Master Gardener & Committee Co-Chair 
 

               The Speakersô Bureau would like to thank all the Master 

Gardeners who participated in presentations and helped out 

in so many other ways.  You are greatly appreciated! 

Special thanks to: Pat Ferrell, Carolyn Lid ge, Sue 

Waltemath, Mike Becket, Jo Roberts, Diane Darby, 

Barbra Harris, Fred Markham, Becky Bardin, 

Stephen and Ardys Stone, Cass Sullivan, Maggie 

Basch, and Chris Veach.  Thanks to you, the Master 

Gardenerôs Speakersô Bureau has reached more 

people than ever. We gave more than 77 presentations 

and reached over 1300 people, (186 men and 1126 

women).  To show their appreciation, more than $1667.00 was 

contributed to the Speakersô Bureau.   I applaud you all.  You are a dedicated group. A 

special thanks to Sue Waltemath, my co-chair and a very prolific speaker.  She has 

traveled many a mile for the Speakersô Bureau,  and I have had many compliments on 

her presentations. Thanks, Sue! 
 

Reporting Your 

Volunteer Hours 

Just Got Easier!! 
By Kathy Vedder, MG 

 

We think youôll agree 
that reporting volunteer 

hours will be easier 

using the revised form 
(Jan ô08 Ver. 4) 

attached to this version 
of the NEWSLINE. 
 

Our reasons for 

changing are two-fold: 
1) Several people told 

us the old form was 

confusing and daunting; 
2) The University asked 

us to start tracking for 
demographic data, so 

we thought this  was a 

good time for an 
overhaul. 
 

Like the old form, this 

Log Sheet has two 
sides. You report all of 

your volunteer hours on 
Page One and report 

the demographic data 

on Page Two. Also on 
Page Two you will find 

explanations for Project 
Codes ñCommunity 

Projectsò (formerly 

Special Projects), 
ñOther Hoursò and 

ñSpecial Eventsò, plus 
weôve added the 

requirements for all 
Interns and for all 

Master Gardeners who 

wish to remain Active.  
 

In 2008 all Master 
Gardeners in Years 2 

through 10 are required 
to have 10 Public Hours 

or more from any 

combination of our 
core activities .  

(cont. next pag e) 
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To start the new year we are rescheduling the yearly training session for February 2, 

2008. This is a Saturday, and incidentally, Ground Hog Day.  Hope itôs cloudy and 

dry. The session will be from 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm at Trails West.  I look forward to 

seeing you all there. There will, again, be entertaining skits and a break with drinks 

and snacks.  You will each get a handout that has all of the pointers and guidelines for 

presenting for the Master Gardeners.    
 

We are going to start a new program of ñPartneringò this year.  New speakers will go 

with a seasoned presenter and both help set up and hand out papers and familiarize 

themselves with the process of giving a presentation.  In the evaluations received after 

the 2007 classes, there was some concern shown about going to a strange place and 

talking to strangers.  This seemed like a reasonable fear to me.  (I still remember é it 

felt like I had been thrown to the sharks!)  So now everyone will have the opportunity 

to accompany another person several times if necessary, before they go it alone. You 

can count hours for accompanying a speaker and helping them. It would go under 

administration unless you speak, or answer questions by the audience. Then you 

would count that time as public education.  All of this will be explained at the 

Training Session on February 2 from 1-3:30 at Trails West. We will also go over the 

ñwhere to find itò and, hopefully, all things pertinent to the Speakersô Bureau. So, 

bring all of your questions and ideas!  We will try to answer all of them. 
 

Bring a Friend to Spring Seminar! 
By Jane Skinner, Master Gardener and Committee Chair 
 

The registration form for Spring Seminar is now 

available and can be found on pages 13 - 14 of this issue!  

The cost is $49 before February 8, or $69 after February 

8, so get your reservations in early.  We want to 

encourage more people to share our passion for 

gardening, so invite a friend and bring him/her with you.  

Inviting someone you know is the best way to get them 

involved.  The cost of the meal, seminar and materials 

are all included in one low price.  You will not get a 

better bargain anywhere. 

 

The theme for the seminar is ñThe Resourceful 

Gardenerò.  Topics are varied and will spark an interest 

for avid gardeners as well as beginners.  You might want to try Ikebana or Japanese 

flower arranging.  Iôve often wanted to know more about understanding and 

pronouncing botanical names.  Have you ever wanted to get your kids or grandkids 

interested in gardening?  There is a class for you.  Learning more about design is also 

a help in the garden.  Caring for our environment is on our minds, and the class 

ñRethinking Greenò will assist us.  When we go out to the garden on the first warm 

day, we often come in with sore muscles.  ñYoga Instruction for Gardenersò will let us 

practice some stretches to get our muscles ready.  If you are interested in herbs and 

cooking, there are two sessions that might interest you, ñPlanning and Enjoying Your 

Herb Garden and ñCooking Fresh with Chef Chrisò.  We donôt want to forget about 

our trees and lawn, so there are two sessions you can choose to give you ideas to make 

your entire yard beautiful. 
   

We look forward to a great day at the Seminar on Saturday, March 8.  Call  the 

Extension Office at 252-5051 if you have questions.  See you there! 

On Page One those 3 

Core activities have 
separate columns for 

reporting, helping you 

to track those 
requirements easier. 

You will report all other 
hours in the next 

columns marked ñNon-
Coreò choosing the 

appropriate Project 

Code. Youôll see weôve 
also added project 

codes for Continuing 
Education. 
 

Please start using this 

new form for your 
January hours. If you 

have problems using it 

or just have a question 
not covered here you 

can call or email Kathy 
Vedder or Molly 

Fusselman . 
 

---Remember the 2007 
deadline for reporting 
hours is January 15, 
2008---  
 

 

Directory 

Changes 
 

Sherry Bowers: 
816-695-6869 
 
Toni Willet: 
toniwillet@sbcglobal.net 
 
Gisela Pursel:  
giselapursel@gmail.com 
 
Judy Place: 
jjplace1@att.net 
 
 

mailto:toniwillet@sbcglobal.net
mailto:giselapursel@gmail.com
mailto:jjplace1@att.net
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Missouri State Advisory Board Meeting 

November 2, 2007 
By Mary Medley, Master Gardener and Member Missouri State Advisory Board  
 

Ed Stowell and Mary Medley  attended the November meeting of the State Advisory 

Board in Columbia, Missouri.  Dr. Steve Cline from the Missouri Botanical Garden 

and Chris Nejelski, Plants of Merit Coordinator, discussed the Kemper Center for 

Home Gardening, which is an 8 ½ acre facility with 23 separate gardens.  They have 

approximately 200,000 people from across the nation visit the gardens. Their focus of 

the Plants of Merit Program is in helping people choose the right plant to fit 

conditions in our area, to increase diversity of plants in the landscape, and to promote 

choices of reliable plants in our region.  They distributed brochures on 1) 2007 Plants 

of Merit Edition, and 2)Plants of Merit, Garden Recognition Program.  These 

brochures are available at the Extension Office.  September dates for the 2008 State 

Conference were announced. 
 

Anne Premont (SC region) is working on developing various information sources for a 

distance-learning program.  She demonstrated how individual MG groups could 

develop video learning experiences that, for example, could serve as resources when 

an individual has missed a core training class.  They are continuing to work on 

developing the core course manual.  Many of the chapters are ready now and they are 

adding others as they are developed and approved. 
 

David Barylski gave a presentation on effective methods of grant writing with a goal 

of eventually making the finalized resources available to local chapters.  Ed Stowell 

reported a total of $12,485.37 in the Endowment Fund account.  He distributed a 

cover letter and return envelope for board members to take back for distribution to 

their MG organizations.  Future Board Meetings were scheduled for February 1, May 

2, August 22 and November 7.  Meeting reminders will be mailed to Board Members. 
 

The Hot Spot 
By Carolyn Lidge, Master Gardener and Committee Co-Chair 
 

Hereôs hoping that everyone had a very Merry Christmas 

and a fun, safe, and festive Happy New Year!  Hereôs also 

hoping that everyone is getting excited and canôt wait for 

the Hotline to resume!  Speaking of the Hotline é It has 

been brought to our attention that there are a few concerns 

that need to be addressed. 
 

 For those concerned with the proper way to fill out the volunteer hour reporting 

sheets, this is something that your mentor or any ñperennialò will be more than happy 

to help you with until you feel comfortable go at it solo.  
 

 For those of you who think you will not feel comfortable working the Hotline 

with an experienced MG é believe me, your fears are unwarranted.  In reality, all you 

need to know is how to say ñlet me have your number and I will call you back after I 

do some research for your problem.ò  You arenôt expected to know or give answers 

off the top of your head.  That is the reason for all the research material you have at 

your disposal. The best way to learn all the procedures of the Hotline is with an 

experienced MG.    
 

 For those who are not sure how to secure a substitute in the event of having to 

cancel a Hotline commitment, there will be a list of MGs signed up to serve as 

substitutes, and their names and contact information will be posted on every calendar.  

Make Some Suet 

for our Feathered 

Friends 
 
Here's How:   

1. Cut uncooked meat 
fat into cubes or 
small pieces.  

2. Place fat into a large 
skillet or pan.  

3. Heat the fat over low 
heat until the fat is 
melted, stirring 
occasionally.  

4. Carefully pour the 
hot fat through a 
strainer or 
cheesecloth into a 
bowl.  

5. Cool slightly.  
6. If desired, mix in 

peanut butter, 
raisins, nuts, 
craisins, oatmeal, or 
cornmeal.  

7. Pour cooled fat into 
plastic containers 
and place in the 
freezer until ready to 
use. Or smear onto 
tree trunks where 
woodpeckers will 
discover it.  
 

Tips:   

1. If you want firmer 
suet, reheat the fat a 
second time, strain 
and cool.  

2. Suet cakes can be 
placed in mesh bags 
or commercial suet 
holders.  

3. This type of suet 
does well in cold 
weather, giving birds 
extra energy.  

 
(Courtesy of 

www.about.com) 
 

http://www.about.com/
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If for any reason there are no substitutes able to cover the shift, please feel free to contact Carolyn or Janice for 

Jackson and Clay Counties, and Margaret for Platte County é their contact information is also on every calendar. 
 

 For those who donôt feel confident enough to do public speaking é you donôt have to.  Being a part of the 

Speakerôs Bureau is by choice only.  You are free to choose the Garden Tour or the Hotline to satisfy your initial 

qualifying hours.  
 

 For those of you who are nervous about working on the Garden Tour, take a closer look at all the different 

working positions.  There is a need for people to serve on different committees, help with PR, help with ticket sales, 

work in a garden the day of the tour and a host of other opportunities. The Garden Tour Captain will be able to 

supply you with a list of openings that will need to be filled.  
 

 For those who are not sure as to what ñdoes and doesnôtò count as Master Gardener projects, please check 

through the literature received at training. Everyone should have received a list of ALL master Gardener activities. If 

you are without this list, please request one.  
 

 For those who have not quite decided just what projects will be beneficial and enjoyable to work on, your 

choices will expand after your qualifying hours have been satisfied on one (or all) of the cores: The Hotline, The 

Speakerôs Bureau or the Garden Tour.  
 

If there are still questions that still need to be answered, please contact your Mentor or the Committee Chair person 

in charge of ñsaidò Core regarding your unanswered concerns.    
 

Your Hotline Committee 
 

Pat Farrell ï Sibleyorchards@hotmail.com 

Janice Georg ï jmgeorg@earthlink.net - Margaret Reichart ï marcel@kc.rr.com  

Fred Deckman ï fdeckman@sbcglobal.net - Carolyn Lidge ï HotlineMo@aol.com  

 

Master Gardener Steering Committee Meeting 

Pending STC Approval 

Thursday, December 6, 2007 
By Laurie Duffey, Master Gardener and Acting Secretary 
 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Mary Medley at 4:30 p.m. at the Ronald McDonald House, 25
th
 & Cherry, 

Kansas City, Missouri. 
 

Attendance 

Lala Kumar, Molly Fusselman; Steering Committee Chairs: Mary Medley, Donald Bjuland, Marilyn Schade,  

Tom Hand,  Bob Halford, Kathy Vedder, Pat Farrell, and Laurie Duffey . 
 

Approval of Minutes 

Minutes of the November Steering Committee Meeting were approved. 
 

Announcements 

Mary Medley  has volunteered to be a Master Gardener representative of the West Central Region to the MG State 

Advisory Board. 
 

Horticultural Specialist Report ð Lala Kumar 

 Thank you to Sue Waltemath and Bev Albertson for working on the Volunteer Training Event. 

  The Extension office has received a grant of $130,354 from the Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City 

for implementing the ñEating from the Gardenò project in local schools.  We are looking for Master Gardeners who 

will be interested in becoming a Nutrition Garden Volunteer.  Volunteers will help in this project.  Fifteen hours of 

nutrition and 15 hours of gardening training will be available in February.  Molly is coordinating the volunteer 

component of the project. 

mailto:Sibleyorchards@hotmail
mailto:jmgeorg@earthlink.net
mailto:marcel@kc.rr.com
mailto:fdeckman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:HotlineMo@aol.com


The Newsline ð A Publication of the Master Gardeners of Greater Kansas City  January 2008 

 

Page 8 

 

 The Jackson County has cut the budget by 25%.  May lose our clerical position to absorb the cut.   

 The December Treasurerôs Report is $34, 975.49 in the MG account. 

 Jim Braswell has obtained another Pfizer grant for $1,000 and will be used to fund guide-sheets. 

 A new digital camera has been purchased for use by the historian.  It is available to all MGs to use. 

 A new microscope was purchased for the Cass County office. 

 Big thank you to everyone who worked on the Graduation for the new class. 

 A  suggestion was made to have T shirts for those who have completed their required hours. 
 

Budget 
 

 The following Department Budgets were approved: 

 Bus Trip & Clerical - $2500 

 Miscellaneous - $750 

 Demo Garden - $300 

 BACKFENCE & NEWSLINE - $2500 

 Childrenôs Program ï Not yet budgeted 

 Garden Tour - $3400 

 Historian - $550 

 Hotline - $1250 

 Membership - $1500 

 Social - $1275  

 Special Events - $1000 

 Universal - $1000 

 Publicity - $3000 

 Special Project Watkins Woolen Mill - $100 

 Special Project Ronald McDonald House -$500 

 Speakerôs Bureau - $3800 

 State Advisory Board - $300 

 Steering Committee - $800 

 FL & G Show ï Not yet budgeted 

 Volunteer Hours - $0 

 Continuing Education budget moved to January STC mtg 

 Parks & Recreation/Flower, Lawn & Garden Show:  Pat Farrell  reported that Kansas City Parks and 

Recreation has offered the main stage at the Flower, Lawn and Garden Show in March for Master Gardeners to give 

presentations. (  This portion is from the Nov mtg notes.  I donôt have anything on what Pat reported. The Home 

Builders have offered their time on their stage also.  It was decided that we would make an announcement asking for 

volunteers and what they would like to present.  Sue Waltemath requested guidelines, such as how long the 

presentation should be, theme, etc.  Pat Farrell  will head up this effort, prepare notices to be included in the 

Newsline and the Friday updates, and report back at the December Steering Committee meeting.) 
 

Proposals 
 

 A proposal to pay for Volunteer Appreciation Banquet cost for MGs who have completed their required 2007 

volunteer hours was not approved. 

 A proposal to clarify the use of the Friday Update only for Master Gardeners approved projects was not 

approved. 
         

 

Committee Reports 
 

 Volunteer Hours ï Kathy Vedder.  ï  Kathy asked if we should go ahead with the new version of the time 

reporting spreadsheet.  It was agreed that we will implement version 4. 
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 2008 Garden Tour Report ï The dates of the tour will be June 13 and 14.  All gardens will be those of Master 

Gardeners.  The theme is ñMastering the Art of Gardening.ò 

 Annual Member Recognition Luncheon ï 

 Loose Park ï Tom Hand reported that 12 MGs had worked 111 hours this year.  The total volunteers were 30 

people for 390 hours.  MGs provided a good share of the hours.  Loose Park is requesting the MGs work on the 

design for the new rain garden in Loose Park. 

 Spring Seminar ï Tom Hand reported that the seminar will be held March 8
th
.  The committee is looking for 

MGs to staff tables. 
 

Announcements 

 The January Steering Committee Meeting will be held at the Plaza Library 4801 Main   Kansas City, Missouri 

from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. (note the new time). 
 

Adjournment 

 Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

 

More Photos from the 2007 Master Gardener Graduation 
 


