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Our Missioné 
To serve Gasconade County by extending  

researched-based knowledge and top quality educational programs to address high 
priority needs to citizens at the local level.   

University of Missouri Extension faculty help individuals and organizations turn 
knowledge into action, thus improving the quality of life for all.  

mailto:gasconadeco@missouri.edu




Gasconade County Extension Council  

University of Missouri Extension Programs are designed by an elected council of citizens,  
representing a broad spectrum of occupations, interests, locations within Gasconade County.  
Also, MFA, Farm Bureau, City of either Hermann or Owensville and the Gasconade County 
Commission have a representative appointed to the Council.  Council meetings are held the 
2nd Thursday of each month at the Extension Center in Owensville.  

2008 County Council Officers  
Chair:  Doug Meyer 
Vice Chair: John Estes 
Secretary: Sharon Fennewald 
Treasurer: Sharon Borgmann 
 
2008 Elected Council Members  
Larry Bock  Cheryl Schlottach 
Lisa Grosse  Lynn Hesemann 
Sharon Fennewald Doug Meyer 
Larry Kallmeyer John Estes 
Marlene Wilson Cody Sassmann 
 
Appointed Members    
Sandy Griefe ð MFA 
Sharon Borgmann ð City of Owensville  
Max Aubuchon ð County Commission 
Joann Hilkerbaumer ð Farm Bureau 
house staff.  

2008 Financial Summary  
County appropriations provide for clerical staff and support, office supplies, equipment 
and services, travel for work in the county and region, communications and facilities to 
house staff.  

Assets      Liabilities & Equity   
Appropriations                   $43,000.00   Clerical                              $25,505.68  
Course Fees                            1835.00   Supplies/Services                    6700.35  
Investment Income                   519.50   Travel                                     4742.53  
Resale/Educ services              2119.50      Communication                       5193.65       
Postage Income                      2457.00   Space Rent/Utilities                4380.00  
Certificates of Deposit         10,756.75   Equipment Upgrades                 261.89  
Miscellaneous Income           1021.50  Working Capital            3668.25  
           Total Revenue         $61,709.25  Investments         11,256.90 
       Total Expenses       $61,709.25 
 
             

2008 Gasconade County Office Statistics  
 
Soil Tests     126 
Canner Gauge Test       2 
Correspondence Test                  2 
Private Pesticide Applicators License  25  
Website Hits            1953 
Total Pieces of Mail           9805 
Office Visits/Calls  
   Agronomy    64 
   Horticulture     42 
   Livestock    40 
   Ag Business    64 
   Soil Test    93 
   Human Environmental Sciences 29 
   Business Development  18 
   Youth             559 
   County Fair            514 
   Wildlife & Forestry    28 
   County Publications   14 
   Pesticide Training   39 
   Extension Council            120 
Total Office Visits/Calls    1908 



MU Faculty & Staff serving Gasconade County  

during 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

Chantae Alfred                                                      Gary Applegate                   Melissa Bess 

Family Financial                                                       Livestock                                Nutrition & Health                

Education                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Buschmeyer   Donna Clavin Mistler        Mick Gilliam 

Secretary    4-H Youth Specialist      Business Development 

     County Program Director      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Hultine            Will McClain          Sarah Traub 

Community Development           Agronomy          Human Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andy Read             Pat Snodgrass           Rick Sparks 

Horticulture             Housing & Environmental Design             Regional Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ray Walden                   Laura Wemhoener 

Telecommunications Resource Center      Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Flexible Program Access  
 

Distance Education                   Classes                  Community Programs 
Community-based education     Consultations         Continuing education  
Demonstrations                         Media                    Web site  
Publications/guide sheets         Workshop              TeleCenter Networks  
Technical Assistance 



Agriculture & Natural Resources  
Programs  

Gasconade Countyõs First Master Gardener Class 
 
Starting September 9, 2008, Andy Read, Regional Horticulture Specialist offered a Master 
Gardener òcoreó course for citizens of Gasconade County.  
 
Thirteen people enrolled in the twelve week course which met on Tuesday evenings from 
5:30 to 8:30 pm in the Owensville High School.  
 
The mission of the Missouri Master Gardener Extension Program is òhelping others learn to 
grow.ó The Master Gardener program provides in depth horticultural training to individuals 
throughout Missouri who then volunteer their time applying what they have learned to help 
others in their communities to learn about gardening and environmental education. The 
Master Gardener Program throughout Missouri promotes and raises public awareness of the 
University of Missouri Extension as a source of unbiased, research based gardening informa-
tion.  
 
To become trained as a Master Gardener, an individual must attend a 30 hour classroom 
Core Course training. Then the Master Gardener trainee is required to give 30 hours of   
volunteer service back to their community in approved University of Missouri Extension  
activities.  
 
Gasconade Countyõs Master Gardeners will be developing strategies for more programming 
in 2009.  

Back Row:  Jodi Ocello, Richard Niewald, Brenda 

Sieker, Carol Turnbough, Robin Schaefferkoetter, Matt 

Leuchtmann 

Front Row:  Crystal Rademacher, Virginia Buschmeyer, 

Dina Schoenfeld, Sue Altemeyer, Sandy Greife 

Not pictured: Susan Pashia, and Beverly Giebler 

Gasconade County Local Food Systems  
 
Sarah Hultine, Regional Community Development Specialist has worked with a variety of   
organizations and individuals during 2008 to assist local producers selling their products    
locally.  
 
A Food System is a new way of conceiving of and organizing our agricultural and food 
supply. It links the many people involved in food production together in interdependent, 
holistic ways.  
 
Practically, a Food System is concerned with promoting the consumption of safe, region-
ally grown food that will encourage sustainable  agriculture and help to maintain farm-
ers, who will sustain rural areas.  
 
As the popularity of and demand for locally grown food increases, farmersõ markets repre-
sent the most commonly recognized form of local food distribution and marketing.  Consum-
ers in many different locations value locally grown food, but they seek it out through differ-
ent channels. That means there is no one -size-fits -all approach to marketing local foods. In-
stead, creativity is required in developing local markets that build on current shopping be-
haviors of  consumers in various locations, rural or urban.  


