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University of Missouri Extension:

An Investment that Pays Dividends for Missouri Citizens
Extension Impact Statements to Include in Legislative Day Brochure/Flier

1) Missouri small businesses in 2005 increased sales more than $466 million; created or retained 5,657 jobs; started more than $18.6 million in new businesses; acquired nearly $53 million in new financing; and won government contracts valued at nearly $179 million, thanks to the assistance of the University of Missouri Extension Business Development program.  

2)  One of every nine Missourians, ages 5-18, participates in 4-H.  Studies show that kids involved in 4-H and other extracurricular activities are more likely to go to college.  If 4-H motivates just 10 percent of its members to earn a bachelor’s degree, increased annual earnings for the group will total nearly $201 million.

3)  Livestock producers are improving production efficiency and marketing through University of Missouri Extension’s Show-Me Select.  The program has returned $16 million to participating producers with a statewide impact of $3.5 million annually.

4)  Families are spending less for health care after learning healthy eating habits and developing wise food safety and food shopping practices through the University of Missouri Extension Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program.  National studies confirm that every dollar spent on EFNEP reduces families’ future medical costs by $8.74. In Missouri, the $1.4 million in federal dollars invested each year results in an annual reduction in medical costs of approximately $12.2 million.

5)  Maintaining the Highway 54 interchange at Kingdom City rather than moving it to a new location is saving an estimated $20 million in retail sales for Callaway County plus nearly $500,000 in county revenues and potentially hundreds of jobs.  The Kingdom City Highway Coalition convinced the Missouri Department of Transportation not to move the interchange following an economic study conducted by the MU Extension Community Policy Analysis Center.

6)  Missouri teachers, doctors, veterinarians, nurses, law enforcement officers and others are enhancing their credentials through credit and non-credit programs from MU Extension.  Online courses and degrees, as well as classroom and on-site continuing education opportunities, garner more than 100,000 enrollments from working professionals each year.
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For more information on University of Missouri Extension programs, visit:  http://extension.missouri.edu/
