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2009 ESP National Conference: Engage, Enlighten 

and Enjoy 
The Upsilon Chapter of Epsilon Sigma Phi invites you to Fargo, North Dakota, Sept. 13-16 
to Engage, Enlighten and Enjoy at the 2009 ESP national conference. 
Engage 

 Network with other ESP members from across the country 
 Participate in member, regional and committee meetings 
 Honor colleagues who earn recognition 

Enlighten 
 Take part in a variety of concurrent and general educational 
sessions 
 Browse educational posters and exhibits, and visit with the 
poster authors 

Enjoy 
 Tour local sites 
 Renew old acquaintances and make new friends 
 Take part in live and silent auctions 

Keynote speakers include: 
Engage: North Dakota State University President Joseph Chapman, who will 
share how NDSU has transformed over the past 10 years and is dedicated to the 
land-grant mission 
Enlighten: Sharon Anderson, retired NDSU Extension Service director and now 
special consultant to the President and CEO of the National 4-H Council, will share 
“From Great to Enlightened,” which will include ideas to challenge attendees to 
further their leadership development 
Enjoy: Steve Stark, an illustrator and teacher, will create large drawings as he 
tells a story of the past, present and future 
 
The conference also will feature optional pre-conference tours, an opening reception and 
program at the Heritage Hjemkomst Center, a program by the Sioux County 4-H drummers 
and dancers, educational concurrent sessions and posters, life member activities and much 
more. 
 
For the latest on all conference activities and online registration, see www.ag.ndsu.edu/ 
ESP2009. Early-bird registration ends June 15 (Is this correct?), so register now to engage, 
enlighten and enjoy in Fargo Sept. 13-16. 

     Your Key to Professional Excellence  
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0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 
Barbara Casady, President Alpha Tau Chapter 

I am continually impressed by the outstanding, caring, innovative colleagues with whom we have the 
opportunity to work. 
 
Awards - I hope you will join me over the next month, and carve out some time to nominate our co-
workers and friends for one of the ESP Awards.  Check out the awards information on the website, 
contact Awards Chairperson Joe Koenen with questions and make sure to meet the deadline of 
September 1.  http://extension.missouri.edu/esp/archive/
awards/2009/2009_Awards_Information.html 
 
Virtual PILD – Read Mary Anne Patten’s article about the Virtual PILD.  When the current economic 
situation made travel to the national Public Issues Leadership Development Conference difficult for 
the Missouri Extension Team, our innovative colleagues knew keeping our Senators and Congress 
people informed was too important to miss.  Using technology and a creative spirit this group kept 
communication open and strong. 
 
Website – A great thank you to Bob Schultheis who keeps the website informative, up to date and 
easy to navigate.  I hope you will use it as a tool to further your membership in ESP. 
 
It is an exciting year to serve as the Alpha Tau Chapter President.  Thank you for the opportunity. 
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Courtesy and Memorials  
Wilma Jean Lower, Courtesy & Memorials Committee Chair 

There was one death of MU Extension professionals reported  since February 2009 
 

March 11, 2009                         Don Barnett 
  Mrs. Don (Adele) Barnett. 201 Jefferson Park Drive, 

Carrollton, MO. 64633 
 

ESP members and families please send information regarding the death of any extension colleague to 
Wilma Jean Lower at fwjlower@windstream.net or call 417-654-2496. We would like to know the date 
of passing, who is the family contact with mailing address, the title and position (including loca-
tion)  last held by the colleague.  Thank you 

 

http://extension.missouri.edu/esp/archive/awards/2009/2009_Awards_Information.html
http://extension.missouri.edu/esp/archive/awards/2009/2009_Awards_Information.html
mailto:fwjlower@alltel.net
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Dr. Michael Ouart, University of Missouri Extension director, Extension Program Leaders, Extension 

professionals and council leaders met with Washington, D.C., congressional staffers on May 27 by ITV 

(interactive television) for a virtual PILD meeting.   

 

In past years, Extension faculty, staff and volunteers have gone to D.C. to participate in educational 

sessions about the federal budget process and to visit with Missouri’s legislators and staffers on the Hill. 

 

Budget restrictions this year forced an alternative method of communication.  Sarah Martin, federal liaison 

in the UM System Government Relations Office, suggested a “virtual” meeting.  Dr. Ouart introduced to the 

legislative staffers the high-priority federally funded educational programs taking place in their districts 

through University of Missouri Extension. 

 

MU Extension regional faculty members, representing the Extension professional organizations, were 

acquainted with the federal budget process, and encouraged to continue communication with the 

legislators. Extension volunteers presented updates to encourage funding for specific line items in the 2010 

CSREES budget. 

 

Those presenting updates on several federally funded programs and their topics were: 

Smith-Lever 3(b)-(c)  - Terri Williams, St. Louis County Extension Council Chair,  and HC Russell, 

 University of Missouri Extension State Council Chair 

eXtension –  Dr. Michael Ouart 

Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program and Children, Youth and Families at Risk – 

 Dr. Jo Britt-Rankin, Human Environmental Sciences Program Director 

Agriculture and Food Research Initiative - David E. Baker, Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 Program Director  

The Budget Ask -Ron Ritter, University of Missouri Alumni Alliance Chair, and Ed Turner, 

 Extension Representative on Council for Agricultural Research, Extension and Teaching 

 

Legislative Staffers then asked questions concerning programs in their districts.  

 

Other Extension staff attending from around the state included: Bev Coberly, Off-campus Operations 

Director, Columbia; Wendy Flatt, University of Missouri Extension Association, Fayette; Kevin Hansen, 

Missouri Agricultural Extension Professionals, Chillicothe; Dean Larkin, University Extension Community 

Resource Development Association, Montgomery City; Mary Anne Patten, Epsilon Sigma Phi, Versailles; 

Becky  Simpson, Missouri Association of Extension 4-H Youth Workers, Gallatin; Sandy Stegall, Constituent 

Relations Director, Columbia;  and Lisa Wallace, Missouri Extension Association of Family and Consumer 

Sciences, Clinton. 

     Virtual PILD - Public Issues Leadership Development by ITV  
Mary Anne Patten, MO Alpha Tau President Elect 
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The National ESP Conference in Fargo, ND, September 13 ɀ 16, is drawing closer each day. 
Engage, Enlighten, and Enjoyɂwhat a powerful theme for our upcoming conference! We 
know that many of our members have been experiencing challengesɂeconomically, 
professionally, and perhaps physically. The National ESP Conference is an opportunity for ESP 
professionals to come 
together, and participate in outstanding professional opportunities while meeting and 
learning from our colleagues from throughout the country. You can be certain you will be 
professionally engaged and enlightened while enjoying your time in Fargo. I hope to see you 
all in Fargo. 
 
Robert (Bob) Ohlensehlen was selected as the new Executive Director of Epsilon Sigma 
Phi. Bob will succeed Linda Cook, who is retiring this fall after 9 years as ESP Executive 
Director. We will truly miss Linda but wish her well as she prepares to retire from the 
position of ESP Executive 
Director. We also look forward to working with Bob. Bob is no stranger to ESP as he has 
served as National ESP President, Vice President for the Western Region, and chaired the ESP 
Professional Development, ESP Public Issues and ESP Membership Recruitment and 
Retention Committees. He 
has also served as ESP President, President-Elect, Past President and Secretary of the Theta 
Chapter in Idaho. Please join me in welcoming Bob to his new role with Epsilon Sigma Phi. 
Bob can be reached at bobnms@cableone.net 

Your Key to Professional Excellence... 

Ellen Burton, IL, National ESP President 

September 13-16     ESP National Meeting, Fargo, North Dakota 
November 10-11      Missouri Galaxy Conference Windermere, Lake of the Ozarks   

2010 National ESP Conference, October 10-15, Jackson Hole, Wyoming 
2011 National ESP Conference, October 9-13, Syracuse, New York 
2012 National ESP Conference, October 6-9. Mobile, Alabama 
2013 Galaxy IV, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 

Upcoming Events  

The mission of Epsilon 
Sigma Phi is to foster the 
standards of excellence 
in the Extension System 

and to develop the 
Extension Profession 

and Professional.  
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Epsilon Sigma Phi honors it members and outstanding friends with recognition at the chapter and 
national levels.  ESP awards applications will be due to me September 1.  Now is the time to be 
thinking of members who deserve recognition.  Below is a condensed list of recognition 
opportunities.  Please see the complete list on the ESP State web site extension.missouri.edu/esp 

State Certificates of Recognition  

Outstanding Regional Extension Faculty (Woman)   

Outstanding Regional Extension Faculty (Man)   

Outstanding State Extension Faculty   

Epsilon Sigma Phi State Friend of Extension Award 

Distinguished Service Award 

Mid-Career Service Award 

State Early Career Service Award 

State Retiree Service Award 

State Meritorious Support Service Award 

Team Award 

Visionary Award 

International Service Award 

Awards & Recognition Opportunities   
Joe Koenen, Missouri Awards Coordinator 

Attention Recent Retirees 
ï If you are not yet a Life 
member of ESP, now is the 
time to make it so!  Be sure 
to sign up for your ESP Life 
Membership . The current 
membership fee is $200. 

Urgent Need!  National ESP Committee Members needed for the fol-
lowing committees:  Public Issues -1, Global Relations - 3, and Resource 
Development and Management - 5.  National Committee service is im-
portant to the strength of the organization.  The ESP national commit-
tees meet during the National Conference each year.  The remainder of 
the work is done via conference call.  Attendance at the national confer-
ence is not required but you do receive a $200 stipend for attending and 
participating.  If you are interested or know of someone who might be 
interested in one of these areas, please contact Deborah Thomason at 
dthmsn@clemson.edu or Linda Cook at the National ESP Office at espof-
fice@espnational.org.   The nomination form can be found at : http://
www.espnational.org/Forms/index.htm.  
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Morgan County Extension 

100 E. Newton 4th Floor 

Versailles, MO  665084 

Newsletter Information, contact:  

Mary Anne Patten , President-Elect 

Epsilon Sigma Phi Newsletter editor 

Missouri Alpha Tau Chapter 

E-mail:  pattenm@missouri.edu 

Phone:  573-378-5358 

Epsilon Sigma Phi - Missouri Alpha Tau Chapter  
2008 -2009 Board Members  

Officers   Position  Phone number/ Email  

Barbara Casady  President 573-882-2003, casadyb@missouri.edu 

Mary Anne Patten President-Elect 573-378-5358, pattenm@missouri.edu 

Beverly Maltsberger Past President 816-279-1691, maltsber-

Rhonda Gibler Secretary 573-882-7756, giblerr@umsystem.edu 

Bob Schultheis Treasurer 417-859-2044, schultheisr@missouri.edu 

Janet Lafon Annalist 417-358-2158, lafonj@missouri.edu 

Committee Chairs     

Sandra McKinnon Membership 636-583-5141, mckinnons@missouri.edu 

Joe Koenen Awards 660-947-2705, koenenj@missouri.edu 

Pat Snodgrass Professional Improvement 573-775-2135, snodgrassp@missouri.edu 

Lisa Wallace Loan and Fellowship 660-885-5556, wallacel@missouri.edu 

Wilma Jean Lower Courtesy / Memorials 417-654-2496, fwjlower@windstream.net 

Tom Henderson Retirement / Life Members 573-882-3087, hendersont@missouri.edu 

Beverly Maltsberger Nominations 816-279-1691, maltsber-

Mary Leuci Global Issues 573-882-2937, leucim@missouri.edu 

Sandy Stegall Public Issues 573-882-4134, stegalls@umsystem.edu 

   



 

  
 
 


