	

	Minutes of the
Epsilon Sigma Phi Board Meeting
Wednesday, May 19, 2010 – 3 p.m.
(Via Adobe Connect Conference)




In attendance:  Mary Anne Patten, Bob Schultheis, Barb Casady, Bev Maltsberger, Janet LaFon, Johanna Reed Adams, Sandy Stegall, Mark Stillwell, Wilma Jean Lower.  
The meeting began at 3:10 p.m. 
Minutes from the March 4, 2010, Adobe Connect meeting were posted on the ESP website at http://extension.missouri.edu/esp/minutes.html.  Bob moved and Barb seconded that the minutes be approved as posted.
2010 Budget – Bob reviewed the budget information provided to the board via email.  
Treasurer’s Report - Bob reported that there are currently 63 members (4 new, 59 renewed) and 88 Life members (down one because of a death).   He reported:
         $706.23 in the regular checking account

         $7,169.11 in the commercial money market account

        No outstanding deposits 

         Outstanding checks of $430.00
         Total operating funds available $7,445.34
Bob asked for questions.  Bev moved and Johanna seconded to accept the Treasurer’s report.  The motion passed.
Committee Reports
o   Courtesy and Memorials – Wilma Jean forwarded her report via email.  There were no questions.  Wilma Jean said she could use additional contact information for family members for a few names on the list.   
o   Global Issues – Mary Leuci.  No report.
o   Life Members – Barb Casady - Barb has asked several people to serve as chair of the committee, but so far no response.  She is just finishing with seven retiree meetings across the state, which have been well-attended.  John Parker is coordinating speakers.  At five meetings, current extension faculty also attended to give updates on extension in the area.  A couple of regional directors also have attended. The next retiree meeting series will be in October, and Barb encourages everyone to attend. 
o   Loan and Fellowship – Bev Maltsberger said that no applications have been forwarded to the committee to date.  Bob and Bev are updating the Web links so that applications will come to Bev rather than Lisa Wallace, former chair.  Bev will send an email to ESP members to encourage them to use these resources.
o   Membership – David Hill.  Dave is trying to get a membership committee together and has asked 11 people to serve; he has heard back from 4.  Email answers he has received from people about why they don’t want to join ESP include:  UMEA covers their needs; subject-matter associations come first financially; some think there’s a lack of interdisciplinary/cross-disciplinary efforts; some don’t see the “big picture” re: extension’s future.  Dave said most current ESP members have “been around for awhile” and are involved in other issues as well. Faculty either are involved or they’re not.  
o  Professional Development – Pat Snodgrass.  No report. 
o   Public Issues – Sandy Stegall reported that the SW Regional Extension Council, in cooperation with the Mizzou Alumni Association, is planning a candidate forum on July 19 in Springfield for candidates of federal District 7.  A group of regional faculty will meet in Columbia on June 30 to share resources and develop guidelines for county or regional faculty groups who would like to put on candidate forums in their locales.  Another legislative workshop showcasing  OSEDA and CARES resources will take place at the Capitol on July 8.  This workshop is specifically for House and Senate research and caucus staffers.   
o   Recognition and Awards – Vera Massey. No report. 
o   Annalist  – Janet LaFon. No report.
New Business
· Mark is serving as North Central Vice President for ESP (12 states).  He also is chair of the Resource Development and Management Committee .Membership numbers across the nation are a challenge. Membership is down 10% from last year.  He’s expecting a 5-10% decrease in the budget.  National ESP is well-funded with $200,000 in the organizational account. The Development account has $360,000. Investment income from the development fund is used for scholarships to attend national meetings, awards at national meetings and JCEP professional development opportunities.  We all have opportunity to contribute to the endowment fund.  The goal is to grow it to $500,000 to assure funding for those who want to go to PILD, JCEP conferences, etc. 
· The North Central ESP chapters are active on committees. North Central has two members on each committee. Not every region has found two members to serve, so there is an opportunity to serve on national committees, but you must apply.  The ESP Website has the application process.  You get a $200 stipend to attend the national meeting if you are serving on a committee.  

· Oct. 12-15 is the national meeting in Jackson, WY. Kathy Tweeten from North Dakota will serve as North Central Vice President after the national meeting.  

· Mark asked for support of our group to run for national Second Vice President of ESP – the first step in succession to become Vice President, then President, then Past President.  It is a one-year term. Dr. Ouart and Bev Coberly support Mark in this quest.

The question was asked if there is a financial commitment associated with support of the nomination.  Mark said there is no formal requirement from the local chapter. He will travel in association with board meetings, and there are no campaign costs.  By tradition, however, each year the President bids on a wooden ESP key at the national meeting auction. The key has the ESP emblem, created each year by a Life member from Ohio. The key is passed around, and those who attend the annual meeting sign the key before it is auctioned as a fund-raising event. The key auction usually brings $2-5,000, depending on association support.  He would hope that our chapter would support the key auction with a minimum commitment of $2,000.  Mary Anne suggested we could hold a fund-raiser to help purchase the key.  Janet asked if it is premature to allocate funds for this or if verbal support is OK and applauded Mark for putting his hat in the ring.  Mark said he is not worried about the dollars to support the key.  He asked for support to run for the position (running does not guarantee that he will win).  Bob said we need to get support from Dr. Ouart’s office to purchase the key.  Mark said Dr. Ouart has already given approval to run.  
Barb moved that the chapter support Mark’s run for Second Vice President of national ESP.  Bev seconded.  The motion passed.  Mark said he will complete the application online and keep Mary Anne in the loop.
· PILD: Mary Anne referred to the report in the Insider newsletter and thanked all for support to attend PILD in DC in April.  She said it was a “once-in-a-lifetime experience.” She said it was a very rewarding learning experience to visit the Capitol and visit with legislators.  She said the conference sessions also were, “very, very good.”

· Newsletter schedule – Johanna plans to have newsletters out in July and September with article deadlines of June 15 and Aug. 1. 


· Galaxy will be held Oct. 5 and 6 at Windermere.  The ESP ice cream social will be part of the schedule. The Galaxy committee is interested in ideas for the poster sessions.  Sandy suggested contacting Bev Coberly about a poster session she presented on funding and stakeholder relations.  Other suggestions were the ELD self-directed teams, legislative showcases and posters from the professional associations presented at national meetings.  Our president or president-elect will chair the silent auction with Johanna’s help.   A Health Fair is planned for one concurrent session.

Old Business - none
Announcements
         National meeting dates – Oct. 12-15 in Jackson Hole, WY.  Registration for the conference will be on the ESP Website soon.  Mary Anne and Mark will attend.  Mark mentioned some attractive pre-tours that will be available, including a tour of Yellowstone National Park ($100) and a history/walking tour of the Jackson area.  Registration cost for the conference will be $400.  $200 of that can be reimbursed for those serving on committees. There is a $100 stipend for the first 20 Life members who register. The conference features evaluation, leadership and other non-subject matter topics often not available at other association conferences.  Bev asked if one must be presenting in order to request funds to attend.  Mark said one must be on a committee, have a source of funding that is non-University or pay for out of pocket.  Extension Loan and Fellowship dollars may be applied for too.

         Mary Anne asked if all are receiving the national newsletter and Web links.  It appears that all are.  
         The next board meeting will be scheduled in September.  Mary Anne will send out a Doodle request with options.
Meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m.
Submitted by Sandy Stegall
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