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Our Mission: To foster a local food community and promote 
a culture of stewardship by cultivating farmer-consumer 
relationships, promoting the enjoyment of healthful food, 
increasing food security through diversity, and enhancing 
overall rural sustainability. 

Nebraska Food Cooperative

The freshness and flavor of local food will make your taste buds 
tingle. Nebraska farmers, gardeners, and craftspeople come together 
through this cooperative to offer you the best of the best. Buying 
local helps your own community grow stronger along with your 
health and pocketbook. 

Nebraska Food Coop (NFC) was modeled after the 
Oklahoma Food Coop volunteers, consumers and 
farmers came together to support one another 

and local foods.  

What is a cooperative?
A cooperative is an autonomous association of persons 

united voluntarily to meet their common economic, social 
and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly owned 

and democratically controlled enterprise. 

Nebraska Cooperative Development Center:
http://ncdc.unl.edu/ncdcj/pages/index.jsp

Nebraska Cooperative Development Center
Provides these services:
· Strategic planning
· Group facilitation
· Facilitation of outside resources such as legal and accounting
· Assistance with pre-feasibility/feasibility studies
· Market analysis and business plan development
· Financial projections and budgeting assistance
· Project management
· Assistance with membership development

Advanced assistance grants are available to incorporated 
cooperatives/groups and are typically awarded for 
amounts up to $10,000.
They are designed for groups that are ready to hire professional 
services (legal/ financial) or develop marketing materials.

· Development planning and training

LB 90 was passed by the Nebraska Legislature on May 25, 2005 
and signed into law by Governor Dave Heineman.

LB 90 makes available $850 000 per year for two fiscal years 

LB 90

LB 90 makes available $850,000 per year for two fiscal years 
(FY 2006-2007 and FY 2007-2008) for projects which: 

Support small enterprise formation in the agricultural sector 
of  Nebraska’s rural economy, including innovative cooperative 
efforts for value-added enterprises; 
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Support the development of agricultural communities and economic opportunity through 
innovative partnerships among farming and ranching operations, rural communities, 
and businesses for the development of value-added agricultural products; 

Encourage collaboration between farming and ranching operations and between 
farming and ranching operations and communities, government, and businesses as well as 
between communities and regions; 

Strengthen the value-added production industry by promoting strategic partnerships 

LB 90
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and networks through multigroup cooperation for the creation of employment 
opportunities in the value-added agriculture industry;

Enhance the income and opportunity for farming and ranching operations in Nebraska 
in order to stem the decline in their numbers; 

Increase the farming and ranching operations’ share of the food-system profit; and 
Enhance opportunities for farming and ranching operations to participate in electronic 
commerce and new and emerging markets that strengthen rural economic opportunities.

The return for these investments: NFC now has 200 members, 30 of these are farmers.

Last several sales have been averaging $4,000 month with 60 orders so we are 
growing.  

What NFC offers liability to producers is NFC is covered and our 
members are covered for activities under NFC.

Then we can sell to institutions schools, hospitals, restaurants etc.

NFC is not for profit we are to help facilitate  collective
marketing for farmers and central buying for consumers 
and institutions.

Farmers can market together but keep their own farm identity

Let’s shop the Coop: Consumers can read about NFC, 
but to buy you must become a member Consumers browse by different categories, look at the full product list or just new products

Choose a producer: Watterman Family Farm Here is the Wattermann Story
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Some Farmers are more creative than others Easy to shop the Coop by adding to your shopping cart

As a consumer, why should I join and buy my food through the Nebraska Food Cooperative?

You will gain access to a reasonably priced, wide variety of safe, fresh, frozen, and processed food
and non-food products grown and/or produced in Nebraska. 

You will gain access to foods free from growth hormones, antibiotics, pesticides, herbicides, and 
genetically modified organisms. 

Order online and have a bountiful harvest of food delivered to your doorstep or a drop point in your community every month. 

The secret to great cooking lies in the ingredients. You will have access to fresher, higher quality food 
through the cooperative than almost anywhere else. 

You will learn new ways to prepare food including many new, delicious recipes. 

You will get to know the people who produce your food. There is a story behind every product 
the cooperative offers. 

You will play an important role alongside farmer producers and other consumers from across 
the state to increase the awareness, availability, and quality of local food. 

You will be contributing to the economic and social well-being of your state, community, and 
neighbors by buying products grown and produced in Nebraska. 

You will have a say in the operation of the cooperative and be a voting member. 

As a producer, why should I join the Nebraska Food Cooperative? 
Your farm will retain its identity. Your products, tomatoes for example, will be marketed as 
coming from your farm. The cooperative may offer for sale tomatoes from 12 different farmers. 

The consumer chooses from whom they are going to purchase their tomatoes based upon 
quality, price and/or customer-farmer relationship. 

You may set your own prices for all of your products. 

You will benefit from the marketing activities of the Nebraska Food Cooperative. 

The cooperative will be operating in a market area with over 1,000,000 consumers. 

You will reduce the time and cost of marketing and distributing your products to consumers. 

You will be working alongside consumers and other producers from across the state to increase 
the awareness, availability and quality of local food. 

You will have the opportunity to network with other producers and source other 
Nebraska ingredients that may be used to make additional value-added products that 
could be sold through the cooperative. 

A page on the cooperative website will be available for you to tell your story and 
detail your production practices. 

The End

Thank You

Join The Nebraska Food Coop


