
Cool breezes, sunny 

skies, and beautiful sur-

roundings welcomed us to 

an outstanding evening at 

Jefferson Farm. Opening 

in 2009, the 67 acres will 

serve as a public educa-

tion facility for farming, 

gardening and conserva-

tion. Jennifer Smith, PR 

specialist, and horticulture 

specialist, Catherine 

Bohnert lead our tour of 

the facility. We began with 

an inside look at the 

brand new Childrenôs 

Barn. The beautiful barn 

will house animals when 

they arenôt in the pasture 

and will include goats, 

sheep, cows, small 

horses, and poultry. 

We then strolled through 

the Wildflower Meadow. 

Several species of Mis-

souri natives covered the 

area and included coreop-

sis, rudbeckia, and red 

clover. Last spring several 

MGôs helped the meadow 

get its start. 

Another feature is the 

large lake, stocked with 

fish and planted with na-

tive water plants. Grasses 

along the shore, help de-

ter geese, along with 2-D 

photo realistic coyotes 

placed strategically along 

the banks of the lake. 

This summer is their pre-

view season with several 

open house dates. See 

www.jeffersonfarm.org for 

dates and more info. 

Thanks Jennifer & Cath-

erine! 

Jefferson Farm: A Tribute to Thomas 

Heart of Missouri 

Master Gardener 

Newsletter 

Rudbeckia hitaria, one of 
many natives, blooming in 

the Wildflower Meadow 

July 2008 

How Green is Your Roof?       By Mona Menezes 

When the Mayor of Co-

lumbia floated the idea of 

a "green roof" on the new 

City of Columbia building 

under construction on 

Broadway, there was a 

flurry of information in the 

media, much of it nega-

tive, and the proposal was 

removed.  And yet, At-

lanta and Chicago and 

Seattle municipal build-

ings all have green 

roofs.  The Ford Motor 

Company Headquarters 

in Michigan has a 10-acre 

green roof.  Each of those 

buildings' roofs is covered 

with a soil medium and 

plants instead of standard 

roofing materials.  So just 

what is a green roof, why 

have one, or why not 

have one?  Mona Mene-

zes, City Stormwater Edu-

cator, will present "Green 

Roofs, Crazy Idea or 

Good Solution? "  on 

July 15 at 7 p.m., Exten-

sion.   Green roofs from 

around the U.S. (and Mis-

souri) will be shown, 

along with information on 

how green roofs function. 
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Inside this issue:  

Special points of 
interest: 

¶ New Heart of Mis-

souri Master Gar-

dener Webpage: 

mg.missouri.edu/ 

¶ Paw Paw Trees: 

http://

www.pawpaw.kysu.

edu/pawpaw/

ppg.htm 

¶ Green Roofs: http://

www.greenroofs.org/ 

Heart of Missouri Master 
Gardeners plant native seed-

lings, May 2007 
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WANTED: Newsletter Editor: 
This is a great way to rack up 
your Master Gardener volunteer 
hours. If interested or for more 
information, contact Julie Fisher: 
573-445-3488 
julie8401@tranquility.net 

 

All Committees, especially those 
active during summer, can use 
volunteers. If you are needing 
more hours and want to spend 
some time making a difference, 
contact one of the committee 
chairs, listed on page 3. 

Speakers Bureau will need guest 
speakers for a variety of topics for 
the regular Speakers Bureau se-
ries, resuming this fall at Colum-
bia Public Library. If interested, 
contact Alice Havard: (573) 445-
4624.  

 

The Mentoring Committee will 
need a chair before the fall Master 
Gardener class begins. Contact 
Rich Frieden for more info. 
friedenr@missouri.edu, 573-875-
5078. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

have dissipated," Starbuck said. 
In extreme cases, leaf burning 
and leaching of toxic compounds 
into the root zone can kill small, 
newly planted plants. 

"To avoid problems associated 
with sour mulch, it's best to use 
your nose and a little common 
sense when mulching plants," he 
said. "If the material has an un-
pleasant, sour smell or feels hot 
to the touch, do not use it immedi-
ately on delivery." 

Instead, spread the material out to 
allow potentially toxic compounds 
to volatize for a day or two, and 
then try it on a few plants before 
mulching an entire bed. 

Fermentation occurs when excess 
moisture and the resulting lack of 
oxygen in the center of large 
mulch piles lead to high popula-
tions of anaerobic microorgan-
isms. This can produce such 
chemicals as acetic acid, fatty ac-

ids, methanol, formaldehyde, ke-
tones and phenols. 

The pH of mulch is a good indica-
tor of fermentation. Landscapers 
and mulch suppliers might take 
the pH of water extracted from a 
large mulch batch as a safety pre-
caution before delivering to a job 
site. 

Robert E. Thomas 
Information Specialist 
573-882-2480 
ThomasR@missouri.edu 

Published: Thursday, June 12, 

2008 

Story Source: Chris Starbuck, 573-

882-9630 

http://agebb.missouri.edu/news/ext/

showall.asp?story_num=4428&iln=

853 

Fermented mulch can strike  
'sour' note with landscape 

plants  

COLUMBIA, Mo. - Fermented or 
"sour" mulch from large batches 
hit with too much rain can dam-
age the leaves and stems of an-
nuals, perennials and small 
woody plants, said a University of 
Missouri Extension horticulturist. 

"The excessive rain across the 
state can cause large stockpiles 
of mulch to ferment," said Chris 
Starbuck. "With the onset of 
warmer weather, the compounds 
produced by fermentation volatize 
quickly after the mulch is spread." 

Plant damage shows up as 
bleaching or silvering of foliage 
and can appear within a few 
hours of mulch application. 

"Established plants can often re-
cover by growing new leaves 
once the toxic volatile compounds 

Sour News about Mulch 

Time flies! This is about the half-

way point for accumulating your 

volunteer hours. ñAn Active Master 

Gardener must report annually at 

least 20 hours of volunteer service 

in regionally approved programs 

plus a recommended 6 or more ad-

ditional hours of continuing educa-

tion within that year (January 1st - 

December 31st).ò From:  
http://mg.missouri.edu/mgpolicies.htm 

mailto:julie8401@tranquility.net
mailto:friedenr@missouri.edu
http://agebb.missouri.edu/news/ext/showall.asp?story_num=4428&iln=853
http://agebb.missouri.edu/news/ext/showall.asp?story_num=4428&iln=853
http://agebb.missouri.edu/news/ext/showall.asp?story_num=4428&iln=853
http://mg.missouri.edu/mgpolicies.htm


Farewell to a Favorite: An Interview  

After 41 years of teaching and ser-
vice in University of Missouri Exten-
sion, Don Day, Natural Resource 
Engineer, is retiring on 30 June 
2008. Among the highlights of his 
careerðand there are manyðare 
these:  

ðCoordinator and instructor of 
Master Gardeners and Master 
Naturalists programs 

ðBoard Member- of COIN 
(Columbia Online Information Net-
work), a program designed to edu-
cate citizens on how to use the 
Internet, and the Internet Master 
program that taught volunteers to 
teach others how to use the Inter-
net 

ðFarm Management Agent in 
Bates County and Osage County 
University Extension Centers 

ðEngineering Specialist, Boone 
County University Extension Center 

ðRegional Information Technology 
Specialist 

ðCounty Program Director for the 
Boone County Extension Center 

A graduate of Bethany High School 
in northwest Missouri and holding a 
BS and an MS in Ag. Economics, 
Farm Management, from the Uni-
versity of Missouri, Don seems to 
have been destined to become an 
extension agent. Hooked early, 
Don declared an Ag. Econ. major  
and came under the tutelage of Dr. 
Albert Hagan, a well-known profes-
sor and extension specialist in what 
was then MU's College of Agricul-
ture.  Dr. Hagan was one of Don's 
advisors on Don's special topics 
research on the impact of Kansas 
City's urban growth on seven sur-
rounding counties. 

After serving in the Bates County 
and Osage County Extension Cen-
ters, Don came to the Boone 

County University Extension Center 
in 1975, and his exemplary work as 
an educator and his commitment to 
community service is a template for 
those who follow him. 

Question:  How did you discover 
your profession? What was there 
about extension work that at-

tracted you?   

Don:  My dad was an extension 
agent in the 1950s, and I saw the 
good that he achieved working with 
farmers. Before that I can remem-
ber taking soil samples to the ex-
tension office in Maryville from my 
granddad's fertilizer business. My 
mom took us to homemaker meet-
ings (although that didn't motivate 
me to go into that kind of work). I 
also was active in 4-H. When I en-
rolled in college my advisor was Dr. 
Albert Hagan, who was involved in 
extension, so naturally I was drawn 
to that as a career. 

Question:  If you had not 
done extension work, what 

might you have done?  

Don:  If I hadnôt done this, I 
don't know what I would have 
done. Nothing comes to mind 
that I would have enjoyed more. 
Maybe I could have been a Wal-
Mart greeter, but they didn't have 
those when I started in extension. 

Question:  Do you have an idea 

how many persons you have 
trained to be Master Gardeners 

and Master Naturalists?  

Don:  I would estimate that I have 
taught around 650 people in Master 
Gardeners in the Central Missouri 
region. We have had 92 people go 
through the Master Naturalist pro-
gram. 

Question:  What is the biggest 
change you have seen since you 

began work in extension?  

Don:  Farmers and Master Garden-
ers and Master Naturalists are 
much more knowledgeable and 
have a wider variety of information 
resources than in earlier years. I 
sometimes find I have to work hard 
to stay up with them. 

Question:  If you had one piece 
of advice to give to Master Gar-
deners and Master Naturalists, 

what would it be?  

Don:  Keep doing all the good work 
you do. You make a very big differ-
ence in our community. 

Question:  Do you have a favor-

ite flower or plant?  

Don:  I like most flowers and plants. 
I enjoy seeing seeds sprout and 
plants bloom and produce fruit. 

Question:  Do you have any 

goals you have yet to fulfill?  

Don:  I have lots of goals. I would 
have liked to have done more ad-

vanced training in Mas-
ter Gar-
deners. A 
couple of 
classes  I 
wanted to 

develop were Gardens 
for Everybody and Design and 
Construction of Water Gardens. I 
also would like to put together 
some stories of volunteer work that 
is done in our community. Another 

Don with his ñDon Day Parkwayò sign, 

dedicated June 10, 2008 

The trouble with 

retirement is 

that you never 

get a day off.  

~Abe Lemons 

 

Continued, next page:  Page 3 



is to do some volunteering myself. 

Question:  What's next now that 

you will be retired as of 1 July?  

Don:  I am looking forward to my 
service as co-chair of my church's 
Mission and Outreach Committee, 
which has programs called Circles 
Out of Poverty and the Community 
Gardens on the church grounds. 
These programs are growing.  

I also will spend time with my 
three grandkids, going on bike 
rides and fishing trips and involv-
ing them in gardening projects. My 
wife and I live on two acres and 
have a large garden, and I want to 
work on making the garden look 
like it was planned and organized. 
That will take a lot of time. I have 
committed to a half-time job start-
ing in the fall, working on campus 
in Extension for Dave Baker, head 
of MU Agriculture Extension. I will 
be working on some energy edu-
cation programs, assessing needs 
for such programs, creating a 
clearing house for information, 
and developing tool kits for Exten-
sion Agents. I feel this is a very 
important area and an area in 
which we need increased educa-
tional programs. Interview by Donald 

Cunningham  

Donôs retirement 
party was a huge 
success. A highlight 
was roasting Don 
with Todd Lorenzôs 
collected Power-
Point photos. 

The room was deco-
rated with lovely 
flowersðof 
course!ðand each 
attendee pinned on 
a ñDon Day Dayò pin 
that featured Donôs 

smiling face. 

Don attended the party with his 
family, including his newest grand-
daughter, who seemed to think all 
the applause was for her. Donôs 
first two grandchildren enjoyed 
seeing several pictures of them-
selves on Toddôs Power Point 
show. 

Barb Kribbs took the Golden 
Trowel Award to a one time, spe-
cial level and presented Don with 
the ñGolden Spade Awardò. Ini-
tially, the spade was accidentally 
painted copper, but a can of gold 
spray paint remedied the problem. 
As Barb joked, Don is receiving a 
copper clad, 
gold plated 
award.  

Another special 
gift for Don was 
a new Weber 
grill. The idea is 
that Don must enjoy his new grill 
on the new deck he plans to build 
while retired! 

Just after enjoying a wonderful 
meal of barbecued meats and the 
always delicious side dishes pre-
pared by Master Gardeners, the 
group stepped outside, leading 
Don to the entrance driveway of 
Extension. Hidden behind wrap-
ping, then unveiled, was the new-
est addition to Extension grounds: 
the ñDon Day Parkwayò street 
sign. Don was overwhelmed, but 
his first question was, ñDid you get 
permission to put this sign here?ò 
Don was reassured by the retire-
ment party committee that indeed 
permission had been granted to 
erect the sign. 

The sign is fitting tribute to a man 
whose humble ways makes it diffi-
cult for him to be the center of at-
tention. But we all had fun roasting 
Don and memorializing his great 
leadership in all he has done. 

Oh yes, Don had gifts for all of us 
too, hot off the presses: ñDonôs 
Joke Book, Edition One.ò Groan. 

Dear Master Gardeners: 

I want to thank those of you who 
attended the retirement party for 
being there.  It was a perfect eve-
ning.  I really appreciate the bar-
beque grill, the street sign at the 
office and all the well wishes that 
were given.  It has been my honor 
to work with the Master Gardener 
program and I have enjoyed work-
ing with every one of you.  You do 
an important work as a Master 
Gardener.  Although I wonôt be 
involved with the program, I hope 
to see you around.  Fran and I are 
both retiring and we are both go-
ing to be working half time this 
fall.  We look forward to this new 
adventure and will miss the Mas-
ter Gardener program and more 
importantly, we will miss all of 
you.   

Don Day 

Golden Spade Award: 

Presented to Don Day, 

June 2008  

Donôs Day 

Donôs Message 

Page 4 
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Great Event Ideas from Marie Pasley: 

The Daylily Horticulture and De-

sign Show: July 12th; 1 to 4 pm, Co-

lumbia Public Library. This will be a 

great time to look at daylilies by 

name and pick out some that you 

might want to own. Some may even 

be available at the plant sale in Au-

gust. Plants will be named by variety 

and classified into size and bloom 

form, and will feature new varieties.  

Daylily Plant Sale: August 23; 8 am 

to noon at both Farmer's Markets in 

Columbia. Each market will have a 

variety of colors but different varie-

ties. All plants are grown by local club 

members and usually are sold at a 

discount price. This is a great op-

portunity to get some beautiful 

plants.  

If anyone is interested in joining the 

Central Missouri Hemerocallis 

Society for a meeting, our next 

meeting will be October 12th, 1:30 

pm at the Boone County Exten-

sion Center . The program will be 

Central Missouri hybridizers show-

ing slides of some of their latest 

creations, always a great program. 

Contact Marie Pasley 

SMPASLEY@aol.com or 474-5245 

for questions. 

Our Officers 

Upcoming Events  

swine nutritionist in the animal 
science department.  They have 
one son. Kent will be aboard July 
1st.  

We look forward to seeing more 
of Kent and want to welcome him 
to our Master Gardener program. 
His email address is: 

shannond@missouri.edu 

 

Heart of Missouri Master Garden-
ers wants to welcome the new 
Extension Director, Kent Shan-
non .  Kent has worked as a Re-
gional Natural Resource Engineer 
in Northeast Missouri and for the 
last ten years has been on cam-
pus working in precision agricul-
ture and GPS programs.  He has 
worked on these programs across 
the state and has taught classes 
on campus.  His wife, Marcia, is a 

Welcome, Kent 

We are required to join at least one 

committee. Descriptions of the com-

mittees are online at: 

oureach.missouri.edu/boone/

Master%20Gardeners/

MGcommittees2005.doc   

 

Advanced Training:   

Tony White (573) 443-7949,  

Green_places_forever2003@yahoo.com  

Community Gardens: Barbara Michael 

(573) 445-0661, 

bam626_us@yahoo.com 

Educational Displays: Peggy Ann Ei-

chen (660) 841-5253, 

 eichenp@missouri.edu; Melissa Hough 

(573) 696-0198; mmhough@gmail.com 

Extension Grounds: Kaye King (573) 

673-6753, KayeKing@socket.net; Mary 

Jane King (573) 474-2489, 

mjking@socket.net 

Habitat for Humanity: Phyllis Barks 

(573) 698-3845, BarksP@missouri.edu 

  Brenda Jones (573) 884-6190, 

jonesbj@missouri.edu  

Hotline: Emily Bonwich (573) 449-0444,  

ebonwich@mchsi.com;  

Gardening with Youth: Lea Langdon: 

(573-447-1257) langtrea@yahoo.com                                   

  Mentoring: Open 

Missourian Articles: Kent Shannon , 

shannond@missouri.edu 

Mizzou Botanic Garden: Hsiao-Mei 

Wiedmeyer (573) 445-4735,  

WiedmeyerH@health.missouri.edu 

Newsletter: Julie Fisher (573) 445-

3488, Julie8401@tranquility.net 

Plant -a-Row for the Hungry: Betty 

Gayle Smith (573) 874-3997 

  turtleisland@tranquility.net 

Speakersô Bureau: Alice Havard (573) 

445-4624 

Web Page/Plant Protection Grant:  

Kent Shannon,                               

shannond@missouri.edu 

Plants of Merit: Open 

  

Committees  

Rich Frieden, President: friedenr@missouri.edu, 573-875-5078 

Julie Fisher, Vice-president: julie8401@tranquility.net, 573-445-3488 

Kaye King, Secretary:  kayeking@socket.net, 573-442-2877 

Sandy Perley, Treasurer:  perleys@missouri.edu, 999-2643 

Debbie Scholes, State Representative: ScholesD@missouri.edu, 573-657-9731  

mailto:shannond@missouri.edu
http://outreach.missouri.edu/boone/Master Gardeners/MGcommittees2005.doc
http://outreach.missouri.edu/boone/Master Gardeners/MGcommittees2005.doc
http://outreach.missouri.edu/boone/Master Gardeners/MGcommittees2005.doc
mailto:Green_places_forever2003@yahoo.com
mailto:bam626_us@yahoo.com
mailto:eichenp@missouri.edu
mailto:mmhough@gmail.com
mailto:KayeKing@socket.net
mailto:mjking@socket.net
mailto:jonesbj@missouri.edu
mailto:ebonwich@mchsi.com
mailto:langtrea@yahoo.com
mailto:shannond@missouri.edu
mailto:WiedmeyerH@health.missouri.edu
mailto:Julie8401@tranquility.net
mailto:turtleisland@tranquility.net
mailto:shannond@missouri.edu
mailto:friedenr@missouri.edu
mailto:julie8401@tranquility.net
mailto:kayeking@socket.net
mailto:perleys@missouri.edu
mailto:ScholesD@missouri.edu


NEXT MEETING: JULY 15  

EXTENSION CENTER: 7 P.M. 

"Green Roofs: Crazy Idea or Good Solution? " :  

By Mona Menezes, City of Columbia Stormwater Educator  

 

Refreshments provided by: Snacks, Jackie McElduff and Phyllis Barks; Drinks, Marie Pasley 

Remember to Wear Your Master Gardener Nametag!  

ñHeart of Missouri Master 

Gardenersò 

University of Missouri Extension

-Boone County 

1012 North Highway UU 

Columbia, MO 652032 

òHelping Others Learn to 

Weõre on the Web: 

extension.missouri.edu/boone/

mg.html 

 

 University of Missouri, Lincoln University,  

U.S. Department of Agriculture  

and Local University Extension Councils Cooperating 

 University of Missouri Extension does not discriminate on the basis of 

race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, religion, age, dis-

ability or status as a Vietnam -era veteran in employment or programs.  

 Boone County Extension Center 

Office Hours are:  

 8:00 a.m. ð 12:00 p.m.  

12:30 p.m. ð 4:30 p.m.  

The Heart of Missouri Master Gardener Newsletter is 

published monthly for Master Gardeners in Central 

Missouri. For more information contact:  

Kent Shannon 
Natural Resources Engineer 

University of Missouri Extension - Boone County 

1012 N. Highway UU, Columbia, MO 65203 

(573) 445-9792, extension 310; shannond@missouri.edu 

 

Todd Lorenz  
Horticultural/Agronomy Specialist  

University of Missouri Extension ð Cooper County 

Courthouse, 608 E. Spring Street, Boonville, MO 65233 

(573) 445-9792 or (660) 882-5661; lorenzt@missouri.edu  

extension.missouri.edu/boone/mg.html
extension.missouri.edu/boone/mg.html

