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DISASTER PREPAREDNES S 

If a disaster was to happen, volunteers from many nonprofit 

organizations would help the entire Benton County immobilize 

the local volunteer resources.  Mobilizing volunteer resources 

makes the best use of our volunteer resources.  The main goal 

would then be to help willing volunteers connect with organiza-

tions that need their help.    

Responding to Needs 
Disaster-related volunteer work may include such tasks as 
damage assessment, food preparation, language interpreta-
tion, and message delivery. Other tasks run the gamut from 
cleaning up to entering data to transporting people to answer-
ing phones.  

Involving People as Disaster Volunteers 
After a brief interview regarding their skills, experience, and 
availability, volunteers would be linked with an appropriate 
task or organization. Businesses, service clubs, and congrega-
tions would be enlisted to meet immediate and long-term re-
covery needs. Pre-disaster planning and contact with a local 
Volunteer Center would speed the connection of these groups 
with a variety of disaster assignments.  

Volunteer Mobilization Centers 
The sooner we plan for an emergency, the more prepared we 
will be.  Benton County would be safer because we would 
know how to handle things, before a disaster comes along.   

What can you do?  Get involved BEFORE the disaster hap-
pens!   

What might you do? 
Disaster-related volunteer work may include such tasks as 
damage assessment, food preparation, language interpreta-
tion, and message delivery. Other tasks might include entering 
data, transporting people, or answering phones.   

What might you do? 
If you represent a business, corporation, congregation, service 
club, or other group, get involved! Our community needs you 
AND we need to know you will help, AHEAD OF TIME! 

 
 

 MAY 4-HôER OF THE MONTH 
Travis Fredrickson of CloverZine Club is the May 4-Hôer 
of the Month.  Travis has been involved in several 
projects ï Public Adventures, Building Personal Leader-
ship Skills, Scrapbooking, Photography, Be the E Entre-
preneurship.   He lives in Warsaw with his family, who is 
also involved in 4-H!  Travis is the Treasurer of his club, 
has a younger brother named Michael, and loves to go on 
long road trips!   

 
4-HôER OF THE MONTH 
NOMINATION FORMS 

If you would like to nominate someone for 4-Hôer of the 
Month, you will need to fill out a nomination form and re-
turn it to the Extension Office   An electronic copy of a 
photo of the nominee in a .jpg format must be e-mailed to 
bentonco@missouri.edu for the application to be consi-
dered.  We need lots of information about your nominee.  
The more we get the better!  Your leaders received nomi-
nation forms or you can contact the Extension Office for a 
copy of the nomination form. 
 

 
ACHIEVEMENT DAY 

The Benton County Achievement Day will be June 14 at 
2:00 p.m. at the Extension Office.  Set aside the date in 
your calendars, and start practicing your demonstrations!  
Our goal is to have lots and lots of demonstrations and 
that ALL CLUBS will participate.  Get creativeéand sur-
prise us with your demonstration.  Talk to Serenna about 
what categories there are. 
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PROJECT LEADER TIPS 

4-H Demonstrations 
In 4-H, project leaders give demonstrations to teach 
members a skill.  Members and teen leaders are often 
encouraged to give demonstrations as a review of skills 
at project or club meetings.  It is fun for 4-Hôers to show 
others the skills they have learned in 4-H! 
 
Parts of a Demonstration 
A demonstration has four parts. 

1. Introduction ï what the member is demonstrat-
ing. 

2. Body ï the steps of the skill and how to do 
them. 

3. Summary ï review of the steps. 
4. Questions and Answers ï the members answer 

questions the audience may have. 
 
Select a Topic 
Members should consider the following as they select a 
demonstration topic. 

¶ Is it part of my project work? 

¶ Can I demonstrate the topic in about five mi-
nutes? 

¶ Does the topic have enough action? 

¶ Is the topic appropriate for my age and expe-
rience? 

¶ Is the topic worthwhile, useful and practical? 

¶ Am I demonstrating approved practices, proven 
by research? 

 
Collect Needed Materials and Equipment 
Make a list of the equipment and materials needed to 
give the demonstration.  Remember, the audience 
needs to see what is being done.  Using transparent 
equipment and keeping the work area visible to the au-
dience are two ways to help.  Arranging equipment on a 
tray to carry it to the demonstration area also helps. 
 
Watch this column next month to learn about preparing 
the four parts of a demonstration, and in July for other 
demonstration suggestions and tips! 
 
Taken from Missouri 4-H Volunteer Information and Resources. 

 

Deadlines  
May 15  
Move Across  Missouri miles entry deadline  
June 1  
Deadline for registering for Achievement Day  
 

Upcoming Events  
Poultry & Rabbit Shows/S heep  & Goat Weigh - I n  
May 9  

Camp  
June 8 -11  

Benton County 4 - H/FFA Fair  
July 8 -11 

 

 
 

MAY 4-H LEADER OF THE MONTH 
JoAnn Clark of Explorers 4-H Club is the May Leader of the 
Month.  JoAnn has devoted many years to 4-H, formerly serv-
ing as Youth Program Assistant.  She is currently Treasurer 
of the 4-H Council.  JoAnn also serves as project leader for 
dog, air rifle and small bore gun.   
 
JoAnn is also a member of the Benton County Extension 
Council, on which she also serves as Treasurer. She works 
for Tracy Spry Associates.   
 
JoAnn loves to garden, and is always willing to share starters 
from whatever she is growing.  JoAnn is always a good team 
member, is supportive of 4-H, and always puts the kids first ï 
and each time with a laugh and a smile on her face! 
 
Those of you who attended the Recognition Banquet will re-
member that JoAnn won special recognition for her kindness 
and support of youth in general, but specifically the 4-H youth 
of Benton County.  We love you, JoAnn and we wouldnôt 
know how to act without your love and support! 
 

 
4-H LEADER OF THE MONTH 

NOMINATION FORM 
Just like 4-Hôer of the Month, 4-H Leader of the month can be 
a nominated opportunity.  If you would like to nominate 
someone, you must fill out a nomination form and return it to 
the Extension Office.  Donôt forget to send an electronic copy 
of a photo of the nominee in a .jpg format to the Extension 

Office at bentonco@missouri.edu. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

LEGISLATIVE DAY 
April 22 was Legislative Day.  Benton County was well 
represented thanks to Benton County 4-H!  Serenna Wright 
attended with Sheldon Butterfield and Cheyanne Murray of 
CloverZine Club and L.J. and Jodi Orton of A Part of Art Club 
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All new counselors had to be interviewed by the 
Camp Committee.  Wyatt Foster did a great job and 
will definitely be a counselor at Camp in June.   

 
 

 
4-H HALL OF FAME 

The Missouri 4-H Foundation offers recognition 
awards in honor of our sponsored by 4-H trustees, 
members and friends.  The deadline for nominations 
is June 15, 2009.  Contact the Extension Office at 
(660) 438-5012 for more information. 
 
 

 
COUNTY COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE 

The Finance Committee is being reactivated to over-
see scholarship reimbursements for 4-H members.  
The committee is to be made up of one adult and one 
youth from each club in Benton County.  Please talk 
to your clubs and then submit the names you have 
selected to Serenna Wright at the Extension Office by 
May 26th.  It is really important to have representation 
from each club.  We have lots of reorganization needs 
within this council and we need your help!     
 
 

 
MYSPACE AND FACEBOOK 

FOR RANCHERS 
CattleGrower.com is a network community for lives-
tock producers of all types and ages to connect, col-
laborate, and promote their operations.  Members can 
create and develop new contacts, share and learn 
from each other, and expand their marketing reach.  
Anyone can visit as a guest, but members can post 
classifieds, share video pictures, create and join 
events, create and participate in polls, and have their 
own web page profile for marketing.  There is no cost 
to become a member.  To learn more, visit the web-
site. 

 
HOG WEIGH-IN 

The hog weigh-in on April 25 held at the Benton 
County 4-H/FFA Fairgrounds went off without a hitch!   

 
 

 
 
 

 
EXTENSION DAY A SUCCESS! 

Despite the rainy forecast, Extension Day 2009 was a 
success!  Thanks to all who showed support of Ex-
tension and Benton County 4-H!  

 
 

 
CAMP COUNSELOR TRAINING 

The Camp Counselor Training was held on Saturday, 
April 25 at Heitôs Point Camp in Lincoln.   
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
  

KEEP TAKING IT BACKé 
 
This column is on VACATION for this month.  Watch the column 
next month for more good information.  This is a continuation of a 
community service project.   

 
 

JUBILEE DAYS 
4-H has the opportunity to distribute information about 
4-H and sell raffle tickets at this event.  It will be held 
June 10 through the 13

th
.   Clubs that wish to partici-

pate in this activity need to let Serenna know as soon 
as possible.  If your club would like to donate items to 
be included in the raffle, please let Tammy Black at 
the Extension Office know that you will be participat-
ing.   The prizes were great last year, and will be 
again this year! 
 

 
BENTON COUNTY                                      
4-H & FFA YOUTH 

FAIR BOARD MEETING NOTES 4/7/09 
The March minutes were read. Shannon clarified that Haley Ebeling had won third 
place in the ad sales contest.  Bridget gave the treasurerôs report.  The current 
balance is $5,450.16.  Ad sales were $1,365.00 so far.  Discussion was held about 
outstanding checks for payment for premiums or refunds from last yearôs fair.  Fair 
board members will contact the members and ask them to cash the checks; if they 
have lost them they need to request a second check be issued. 
 
Old Business 

¶ Debbie D. presented the finished Fair Books to the Board.  Club Leaders 
need to make arrangements with Debbie to get their club books and get 
them delivered to the businesses and members.  They look very nice.  Each 
Superintendent should check their Departments and changes can be an-
nounced, put in the newsletter, etc. 

¶ Yvette N. announced that she has secured two out of the three judges for 
Fashion Review. 

 
New Business 

¶ Audra announced that Royalty interviews will be held June 6 at Lincoln 
Methodist Church at 10 am.  Suggested that club alternates submit a resume 
to Royalty Superintendent in case the nominated member canôt attend. 

¶ Yvette announced that an individual has offered to sponsor Best Overall 
Photography plaque. 

¶ Trophies and Plaques Discussion:  Shannon suggested that we get bids this 

year.  All trophies purchased for 2009 will come from one vendor.  All spon-
sorship money for trophies or plaques will be submitted to the treasurer at 
$20.00 each.  Bids for trophies shall be submitted at the May meeting.   

¶ Robert announced that he is trying to get hogs donated for Livestock sale 
dinner. 

¶ Youth Ambassador Application handed out to Club Leaders.  Nominations 
should be returned to Fair Board at May meeting. 

¶ Spirit award chairs need to be purchased so that they are ready for the Fair.  
Debbie is authorized to order the chairs.   

¶ Bridget announced that she and Serenna attended training on the updates to 
the software program for the fair entries.  There are two new programs.  The 
Fair Board laptop is unable to support them.  Bridget can use the UM Exten-
sion laptop during the Fair, but it would be helpful if she had another laptop 
with the program that she can take home and use for Fair week and then af-
ter for payouts, etc.  Cindy volunteered her laptop; Yvette said her husband 
is in IT and may be able to help out with something also and sheôll report 
back next meeting. 

¶ Cole Camp FFA Banquet is May 15. 

¶ Yvette Neas ï Thank you so much for filling in for me at Fair Board meetings 
and taking the minutes.  I very much appreciate it and you do a wonderful 
job! 

¶ Next meeting is May 7, at 7:00 p.m. at the Lincoln 4-H/FFA Building. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Harris, Secretary 

 
SHEEP AND GOAT WEIGH-IN 

The Benton County sheep and goat weigh-in will be 
on May 9, 1:00-4:00, at the Benton County 4-H Fair-
grounds.   
 

 
RABBIT SHOW 

The Benton County Rabbit show will be held on May 
9, at the Benton County 4-H/FFA Fairgrounds.  
Check-in is from 9:00-10:00 a.m., with the show start-
ing at 10:00 a.m.  Contact the Extension Office at 
(660) 438-5012 for an application.   
 

 
POULTRY SHOW 

Benton County Poultry Club will be hosting the 2009 
Central Missouri Spring Youth Poultry Show on Sat-
urday, May 9, at the Benton County 4-H/FFA Fair-
grounds.  For information about check-In time, con-
tact John or Heather Haase or you may contact Ex-
tension Office at (660) 438-5012 for an application. 
 
 

 
PETTIS COUNTY 4-H/FFA HORSE SHOW 

The Pettis County 4-H/FFA Horse Show will be held 
on June 20, at the Missouri State Fair Grounds Coli-
seum.  It is open to all 4-H/FFA Horsemanship mem-
bers.  Contact the Extension Office at (660) 438-5012 
for more information. 
 
 

 
MISSOURI STATE FAIR 

The Missouri State Fair will be held August 13-23 with 
the theme of ñMore Fun than Ever.ò  Pertinent rules, 
guidelines and critical deadlines for the fair are posted 
online www.mostatefair.com/premium.html.  Entry 
forms will be accessible at this site starting May 4 at 
9:00 a.m.  Watch the newsletter for more information 
as it becomes available! 


