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NEW USER - FRIENDLY  

WEBSITE AVAILABLE FO R  

DISASTER VICTIMS  
Disaster victims often feel frustrated trying to search through 
federal programs to find aid or assistance. To help ease this 
frustration, FEMA has introduced a new user-friendly website 
called Disasterassistance.gov.  
 
This website centralizes the application process for federal 
disaster assistance. It will also act as a clearinghouse for in-
formation on federal, state and local programs that offer as-
sistance.  
 
According to FEMA information, the website will contain in-
formation from 16 federal agencies that collectively sponsor 
more than 50 forms of disaster assistance.  
 
During these first few months of operation, the site will include 
only limited forms of federal assistance. However, keep 
searching the website because over the coming months the 
website will add federal assistance programs at the state, lo-
cal, tribal and public non-profit organizations.  
 
If you have been a victim of a disaster, log onto 
www.disasterassistance.gov to see if you qualify for assis-
tance today. 
Taken from 1/16/09 article by Amanda Marney, Agriculture Preparedness 
Specialist, Southwest Research Center, University of Missouri Extension.  
Tel: (417) 461-1319 or (417) 466-2148; E-mail: marneya@missouri.edu 

 

 
4-HôER OF THE MONTH 

Mason Belsha of Pioneers Club is the March 4-Hôer of the 
Month.  Mason has been in 4-H for four years.  He has been 
involved in several projects:  Country Cured Hams, Beef, 
Goat, Horse, Poultry, Dog, Swine, Foods A, Wildlife, Shooting 
Sports Safety, Shotgun, & Woodworking.  He and his family 
live in Lincoln.  Mason has two brothers ï Zane and Tyler, 
who are fellow 4-Hôers. 

 

 
 

4-HôER NAMED YOUTH OF THE YEAR 
Leslie Neas was Cole Campôs Youth of the Year for the 
Boys & Girls Club. On Monday, March 2, she read her 
essay in Sedalia during the ceremony. She won 3

rd
 place 

in the Elementary Division!!  Leslie has a ton of volunteer 
hours and community service projects under her young 
belt.  She had to write two essays, and we all know how 
great of an author she is!  One judge told her if there 
could have been a tie for 2

nd
, she would have been 2

nd
.  

Keep up the good work, Leslie, and Congratulations!! 
 
 
 

 
 

HEY 4-H'ERS.... 
Be sure to let us know what is happening in your "neck of 
the woods".  Each time you have a success, let us know 
because we want to celebrate with you.  For instance, 
here is a picture of Dalton Neas of the Pathfinder 4-H 
Club and some of his school comrades.  Way to go Dal-
ton!!!   
 
Unfortunately, Dalton's success was stopped when he 
had his accident.  You see, Dalton is now on crutches 
with a brace on his knee. He most likely has a torn me-
niscus. If he does that pretty much means surgery to re-
pair it. Hang in there, we're thinking of you. 
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PROJECT LEADER TIPS 

4-H Demonstrations 
Have you even shown someone how to take a picture, 
groom a horse, peel a carrot or weed a garden?  If so, 
youôve given a demonstration.  A demonstration is simply 
showing and telling how to do something.  It is words in 
action.   
 
Demonstrations arenôt difficult; you just tell how to do 
something by using action words such as cut, fold, stir, mix 
or saw.  For example, say, ñFold the paper into halves,ò as 
you actually fold the paper.  Explain why you are doing the 
step.  Review the steps and answer questions about the 
steps. 
 
As a project leader, you can encourage members to give 
demonstrations at project meetings to introduce a new skill 
or as review.  As members become more experienced, 
they might want to give demonstrations to a wider au-
dience. 
 
Giving demonstrations helps others learn how to do some-
thing useful, perhaps in an easier or more practical way.  
Demonstrating is one of the best methods of teaching oth-
ers, involving both visual and verbal presentations.  Dem-
onstrations help 4-H members develop self-confidence, 
express their ideas clearly, spontaneously respond to 
questions, and acquire subject matter knowledge. 
 
Watch this column in the next few months to learn about 
the different kinds of demonstrations, the four parts of a 
demonstration, and other suggestions and tips! 
 
Taken from Missouri 4-H Volunteer Information and Resources. 

 

Deadlines  
 
March 25  
Missouri 4 -H Foundation Scholarships  
 
April 15  

Early bird 4 -H Camp deadline  
 
May 1  
4-H Horse Project Enrollment Forms  

 

Upcoming Events  
 

Youth Civic Leaders Summit  
March 6 -8  

Kansas City Global Conference  
March 18 -21  

SMQA Training  
April 15  

Swine Weigh - In  
April 2 5 

Camp  

 
MISSOURI FOUNDATION 4-H SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Missouri 4-H Foundation offers educational scholarships 
for 4-H youth and former 4-H members pursuing post-
secondary study. Sixty scholarships are available, each rang-
ing from $500 to $2,500. One scholarship application permits 
the applicant to be considered for any available scholarship, 
subject to conditions specified by the donor.  Applications 
are accepted after January 1 and are due by March 25 to 
the Benton County Extension Office.  Missouri 4-H also 
offers opportunities to 4-H alumni to earn up to $4,725 for 
college and/or payback of student loans through Ameri-
Corps*VISTA. 

 

 
4-H LEADER OF THE MONTH 

You might think this picture shows Jeff Neas, a 4-H father in 
the Pathfinders 4-H Club, ñhamming it upò, but it is really just 
him giving directions!    You see, when Jeffôs son Dalton was 
in 2

nd
 grade he told his dad that he wanted to be in Boy 

Scouts.  Things changed, however, when daughter Leslie 
came home and said she was going to be in 4-H.  So, this 
wonderful dad and club leader has not only been active in 
scouting for the past 6 years but is active in 4-H, also.   
 
Jeff has been involved with photography for 2 years.  This 
year heôs leading Bicycling and is helping lead Leslieôs Self-
Determined project.  All 3 of his kids wanted to do hams.  
What do you think Jeff did?  Youôre right, he jumped right into 
the learning curve and found that the hams proved to be a bit 
of a challenge.  Jeff, however, met that challenge just like he 
does anything else, and got the job done.  Weôll see if his ex-
pertise with GPS helps guide him through the ham process, 
so watch for the ham rack at the Benton County Fair.  Thanks 
for setting such a great example, Jeff!   

BENTON COUNTY                       
4-H & FFA YOUTH  
FAIR BOARD MEETING 03-03-09 
Discussion topics included a summary on how the ad sales 
were going, a review of ads, discussion on the prices per 
point, picking menu options for the Sale Dinner, etc. 
 
Lots of hands are needed to complete the fence.  Please plan 
on joining in on April 25

th
 and May 9

th
 at 9:00 AM.  The more 

the merrier and the faster we will get done. 
 
Remember that the ownership deadline for swine is 04/01/09 
and the weigh-in will be 04/25/09 at 9:00 AM.  If you want 
Gene to pull blood for the DNA test, you need to bring your 
own card.  You can get these from State Fair. 
 

http://4h.missouri.edu/events/foodandfitness
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MOVE LOCK-IN 

A very special thank you must go to Mark Nolte and 
Heitôs Point for providing the perfect setting for this 
event!   
 
We started with 38 youth and adults and ended the 
event with 19 youth and adults who accepted the 
challenge to live a more active lifestyle and demon-
strated the endurance it required to stay up for all of 
those hours.  Just look at these pictures and decide 
for yourself whether we had a great time exercising!   
 
 

 
We had a great group! 

 

 
We had a group challenge, 

 

 
and a second group challenge! 

 
 

 

 
We had great music, with Cheyanne as DJ! 

 

  
Austin and Jessica played; Dylan ping pong-ed. 

 

 
We hula-hooped, and all generally had fun! 

 

 
 



 
We talkedé 

 

 
and hung out together. 

 

 
They played ping pong, 

 

 
and Dylan did wheelchair racing! 

 
 

 
Ben Wiiedé 

 

 
and so did Michael! 

 

 
Then things started winding down, 

 

 
and the activities slowed. 


