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PREPARING VEHICLES FOR WINTER WEATHER 

We all know that cold weather is extremely hard on cars and 
trucks, so if you want to keep them ñstartedò, then consider 
our check-list.   

¶ Battery ï Remove caps and check acid levels.  Add 
DISTILLED water, if needed, but only until the liquid 
ñpuckersò in the fill hole of the cell you are filling.  
Remove and clean the battery cables using baking 
soda and water.  Be sure to rinse them dry.  Donôt 
leave any oxide buildup.  Remove this buildup with a 
brush.  Reconnect the cables. 

¶ Antifreeze ï Engine coolant should be drained every 
two years and replaced.  Be sure to check and re-
place any radiator hoses and fan belts that are over 4 
years old.  Use full strength or 50/50 mixture of anti-
freeze.   

¶ Tires ï Air pressures drop in colder temperatures.  
Check your manual for the correct pressure.  Gas mi-
leage improves and tires last longer when they are 
not inflated beyond the recommended capacity. 

¶ Engine oil ï It is important to service your oil accord-
ing to the schedule in the ownerôs manual.  Use SAE 
10W-30 or 5W-50 to provide easier winter starting.   

¶ Windshield washer/wipers -  Always use a washer 
fluid that gives freeze protection. Check the washer 
nozzles and replace worn out wiper blades.  Remem-
ber that dirt and grime will ruin your blades faster than 
anything else.   

¶ Tune-up ï Keeping your engine tuned up will help 
with those ñhard startsò.  You will need to replace your 
smog, fuel, and air filters.  Be sure to clean and gap 
your spark plugs.   

Taking time to follow these steps will ensure that your 
vehicle starts and runs smoothly during the winter! 
 

 

 
NATIONAL 4-H WEEK 

October 5-11, 2008 

 
COUNTY COUNCIL OFFICERS 

When the County Council met on September 9, new offic-
ers for the 2008-2009 4-H year were elected.  The officers 
elected for the different positions are listed below. 
 
President: Alex Cash 
Vice-President: Brittany Haase 
Secretary: Kim Wilken 
Treasurer: JoAnn Clark 
Reporter: Julie Crouch 
Photographer: Kay Wilken 
Historian: Cheyanne Murray/Leslie Neas 

Parliamentarian: Zach Amos 
County Youth Liaison: Dylan Carver 
County Technology Liaison: Levi Riley 

 
Congratulations to all for their new appointments! 
 
 
 

 
 

4-H LEADER(S) OF THE MONTH 
Benton County 4-H is starting a new feature for the monthly 
newsletter ï a 4-H Leader of the Month.  Only this month 
we decided to feature a ñleader teamò.  Clarence Luchini 
and Tina Carver earned our vote! 
 
This picture is worth a 1,000 words.  You can just see how 
much Tina wants to get right in and help the 4-Hôers, 
something she has been doing for a long time.  We really 
commend both of you for your dedication and patience with 
all youth, young or old.  Our hats are off to you!  Keep it up! 
 
 
 

mailto:wrightsr@missouri.edu
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4-H RAFFLE DRAWING 

The drawing for the 4-H raffle was held at the County 
Council meeting on September 9.  The winners of the vari-
ous prizes are listed below. 
 
ü Grand prize - $100 gift certificate from Millerôs Pin-

nacle Photography:  Levi Riley 
ü 1

st
 ï Circular saw from Eichler Lumber:  Camille 

Richard 
ü 2

nd
 ï One nightôs stay for 2 people from Truman 

Lodge:  Camille Richard 
ü 3

rd
 ï $50 gift certificate from H&R Block:  Edna 

Strelow 
ü 4

th
 ï $30 gift certificate from El Camino Real:  Ro-

bert Healey 
ü 5

th
 ï Gift certificate for one oil change from Maples 

Ford:  Harold Neas 
ü 6

th
 ï Gift certificate from Jesterôs:  Bonita Riley 

ü 7
th
 ï Quilt, #1:  Jimmie Long 

ü 7
th
 ï Quilt, #2:  Kris McDaniel 

ü 7
th
 ï Quilt, #3:  Donna Young 

ü 8
th
 ï John Deere t-shirts from Heartland:  Junior 

Mehrens 
ü 9

th
 ï Quarters Album from UMB Bank:  Roland 

Kerksiek 
ü 10

th
 ï Hedge shears from Warsaw Building Supply:  

Keygan Fox 
 
Way to go 4-Hôers for raising $660.00 for Benton County 4-
H program scholarships!!!  A very special thanks goes to all 
of the businesses that supported our fundraising effort.  
Please take time to mention to them that you saw them 
advertised in our raffle! 
 
 

 
BENTON COUNTY FAMILY FAIR 

Beth Crouch, the Explorers Club Leader, volunteered to 
man a 4-H booth at the Benton County Family Fair on 
September 20.  Beth passed out a lot of literature about 4-
H, so weôre sure to increase our membership! 

 
 
 

 
4-H RECOGNITION BANQUET 

The Benton County 4-H Recognition Banquet will be 
held on Saturday, November 8, at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Warsaw Community Building.  Please RSVP to the 
Extension Office at (660) 438-5012 by October 31.  A 
meal will be provided.  Families should contribute to 
the meal according to last name as indicated below. 
     A-K ï vegetable and a dessert 
     L-Z ï salad and a dessert 
Come help us recognize the accomplishments of our 
wonderful 4-H youth.  Weôve got a lot to be proud of! 
 

 
FAIR PREMIUM CHECKS NOT CASHED 

There are several fair premium checks that have not 
been cashed yet.  They must be cashed in 30 days or 
they will be voided.  If a check has been lost, contact 
Bridget Dieckman at (660) 668-2757 to get another 
check issued.  Checks have still not been cashed by:  
Zachary Amos, Katelynn Angle, Chris Balke, Zane 
Belsha, Constance Bothwell, Ginger Church, Bill 
Kerksiek, Jack Long, Leah Love, Austin Murray, and 
Cheyanne Murray.  Spread the word! 

 
GEORGE AND HARE COMPETE AT  

STATE 4-H FASHION REVUE 
COLUMBIA, Mo. -- Nearly 100 University of Missouri 
Extension 4-H members participated in the 2008 
State 4-H Fashion Revue at the University of Mis-
souri, September 13. MU Extension 4-Hôers attended 
workshops in which they learned about fashion trends 
in the past century and how to make an outfit for any 
occasion. Youth modeled clothing they made or pur-
chased in four categories: Clothes You Make, Clothes 
You Buy, Knit garments and Crochet garments. 
 
Heather George of Warsaw, Mo., competed in the 
senior division of Clothes Purchased.  Meagan Hare 
of Cole Camp, Mo., competed in the junior division of 
Clothes Made. 
 
ñState 4-H Fashion Revue provides youth with an op-
portunity to compete in a positive environment and 
learn other skills, such as how to communicate well 
with others, how to be confident in themselves and 
their abilities, and how to present themselves well in a 
variety of situations,ò said Alison Copeland, MU Ex-
tension state 4-H youth specialist. ñWith these skills, 
MU Extension 4-H members can be successful in 
everything they do.ò 

 
 



  

 
PETTIS COUNTY SHOOT OFF 

The Thirteenth Annual Pettis County Shoot Off was 
held Saturday, August 23, 2008 at the Sedalia Rod and 
Gun Club.  Several Benton County 4-H members parti-
cipated, and several placed among the top winners. 
 
Compound Fingers ï Seniors 
     1

st
 ï Nicholas Dieckman 

BB Sights (peep) ï Youth 
     1

st
 ï Casey Bahrenburg 

Pellet Target Sights (peep) ï Junior 
     3

rd
 ï Taylor Sullivan 

 
Way to go Benton County! 
 

 
STATE SHOOTING SPORTS CONTEST 

Taylor Sullivan and Nicholas Dieckman from Benton 
County participated in the State Shooting Sports Con-
test on September 20. In Senior Compound Fingers, 
Nicholas Dieckman placed 3

rd
 place.  Congratulations! 

 

 
WONDERS OF WASHINGTON 

The Wonders of Washington trip, June 22-June 28, is 
for 4-H members ages 15 and over, that highlights the 
historical, political, and cultural attractions of 
Washington D.C., with a side trip to New York City.  
Applications are due by October 15.  The total cost due 
in installments by April 15, is $1,300.  Contact the 
Benton County Extension Office for more information. 
 

 
CITIZENSHIP WASHINGTON FOCUS 

CWF 2009, June 27-July 7, for 4-H Teens, 14-19, is a lea-
dership program at the National 4-H Youth Conference Cen-
ter near Washington, DC.  Participants learn and practice 
skills to become better citizens in the workshops and field 
trips engaging with 4-H youth from other states.  The $1600 
trip fee includes all travel expenses on chartered bus, tours, 
most meals, and lodging at the 4-H Center and hotels and 
registration for the CWF conference.  This trip also includes 2 
days in New York City with special tours and events.   Appli-
cation, payment information and trip details can be found on 
the Clinton County web site 
http://extension.missouri.edu/clinton/.   Registration deadline 
is November 15, 2008. For more information, contact 4-H 
youth Specialists Becky Simpson 660-663-3232 or Debbie 
Davis 816-539-3765. 

 

 
UNBELIEVABLE HORSE HAPPENING 

An open horse show will take place on October 24-October 
25 in Mound City, Kansas.  Entries must be postmarked Oc-
tober 1 or before.  Contact the Extension Office if you would 
like more information. 

 
FAMILY HORSE JAMBOREE 

University of Missouri Extension will host a family horse camp 
and trail ride beginning the evening of Friday, November 7

th
, con-

tinuing through Sunday, November 9
th
, at the Big Creek Trail 

Ride, Hartshorn, MO.  In addition to family trail rides, clinics will 
be offered on the following topics: equine massage, in-hand trail, 
jousting (Maryland style), horsemanship, mounted clinic, horse 
basketball and other challenge activities. 
 
Families will need to bring their own horses to this event. Regis-
tration for this event will be accepted until October 24, 2008. 
Please contact Jenny Flatt at 417-256-2391 or 
flattj@missouri.edu for more information. The registration form 
can also be found online at: 
http://extension.missouri.edu/howell/.  
 

 
STAATS AWARDS AND MAFF SCHOLARSHIP 

The STAATS Awards/Missouri Association of Fairs and Fes-
tivals Past Presidents Scholarship information is now availa-
ble.  The scholarship is open high school seniors who have 
exhibited at any county fair or festival that is a member of the 
Missouri Association of Fairs and Festivals.  If in doubt as to 
the qualifying membership, the fair/festival chairman or secre-
tary should be able to determine membership.  Contact the 
Benton County Extension Office for more information. 
 

 
A JOB WELL DONE 

If you want a job done right - ask a 4-H'er!  The Cole Camp 
Museum Board is so grateful to the Searchers 4-H Club for 
their help at the annual Cemetery walk held October 5 at the 
Union/Williams Church and Cemetery.  They pitch right in, 
know what to do and don't stop until everything is put back in 
order and the event has ended.  You are the best! 
Submitted by Shirley Cash 

 
ARCHERY VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

Benton County needs an Archery Leader.  If you are interest-
ed, contact the Extension Office as soon as possible! 

mailto:flattj@missouri.edu
http://extension.missouri.edu/howell/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
  
  

 
ONLINE VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION 

All new volunteers need to complete orientation by January 
1.  If you havenôt been able to attend an in-person 
orientation session, you can still complete the orientation 
online by following the instructions below. 
 

1.  Log on at:  http://blackboard.missouri.edu 
 

2. Select the Login button on the left side of your 
screen 
 

3. Type this username:  _kids 
 

4. Type this password:  volunteer 
 

5. Select Login 
 

6. Select [YES] whenever the security system 
message asks if you want to display non-secure 
items. 
 

7. Select Online 4-H Volunteer Orientation link on 
left side of your screen. 

 
If you do not have access to a computer, come to the 
Extension Office where we will pamper youéeven feed 
you snacks while you do your orientation!!  There is also 
a CD available to complete the orientation, with only the 
test online.  Contact your Club Leader or the Extension 
Office for more information. 
 

Deadlines  
October 15  

Camp Food and Fitness registration  

 

December 1  

Legislative Academy registration  

 
Up coming Events  

National 4 - H Week  

October 5 -10  

Shooting Sports Certification  

October 10 -12  

Discover the Clover: Missouri Volunteer Forum  

October 17 -18  

Benton County 4 - H Recognition Banquet  
November 8  

Camp Food and Fi tness  
November 15 -16  

National 4 - H Congress  
November 28 -  Dec 2  

Legislative  Academy  

February 16 -18  

 
PROJECT LEADER TIPS 

Project leaders are very important to the 4-H Club program.  It 
is these special interests that motivate youth to become 4-H 
members.  4-H project leaders help members learn skills they 
will use throughout life, help members reach goals, serve as a 
role model and give youth in 4-H an important connection with 
a caring adult.   
 

So I said I'd be a project leaderénow what do I do? 

¶ Secure the literature from your 4-H club leader or 
from Extension Publications using the form in the 
Y603, 4-H Clover; LG911, the Missouri 4-H Literature 
and Merchandise form; or online at 
http://extension.missouri.edu/explore/shop. 

¶ Read the literature carefully, know the requirements 
and the prerequisites, and let members of your group 
set individual and group goals. 

¶ Study the leader/helper guide and adapt it to your sit-
uation. 

¶ List skills the members should know in order to com-
plete work. 

¶ Decide what skills to include in each project group. 

¶ Decide what you and members are to do at each 
meeting. 

¶ Prepare needed materials before the meeting. 

¶ Collect names, addresses, phone numbers and e-
mail addresses of the members enrolled in your 
project from your club leader or your local University 
of Missouri Extension center.  

¶ Keep attendance and project records. 
 
We are very thankful to you for donating your time and skills 
to work with youth in the project setting.  Without caring adults 
like you, the Missouri 4-H program would not be successful.   
 
4-H projects are a childôs first choice of university courses. 
Article written by Diana Duncan 
 
 

 

HEALTHCARE USA VOUCHERS  
Everyone is probably now aware that eligible members can 
have their enrollment dues paid for by HealthCare USA.  The 
steps to follow for members to take advantage of enrollment 
dues being paid for by HealthCare USA are:   

1. The parent/guardian interested in joining 4-H calls 
Member Services (1-800-566-6444) to request a 
voucher to be mailed to their home. 

2. The parent/guardian completes, signs and dates the 
voucher. 

3. The parent/guardian takes the original signed and 
dated voucher to the child's 4-H club leader. 

4. The 4-H Leader mails or delivers the original 
signed/dated vouchers to the Benton County Ex-
tension Office. 

 
 
 
 

http://blackboard.missouri.edu/
http://www.4-h.uiuc.edu/events/annual014week.html
http://4h.missouri.edu/getinvolved/volunteer/training08.htm
http://4h.missouri.edu/events/foodandfitness
http://4h.missouri.edu/events/nationalcongress
http://4h.missouri.edu/events/nationalcongress
http://extension.missouri.edu/explore/shop


SUMMARY OF BENTON COUNTY 4-H & FFA YOUTH 
FAIR BOARD MEETING 08-05-08 

Review of 2008 Youth Fair 
POSITIVES 

× Overall feedback about the 2008 Fair was good 

× Beef Show went well.  Due to wet arena, the show was moved closer to the barn and everybody 

liked that. 

× Concession operated well.  Thank you Beth and Yvette! 

× Mr. Simpson, Cole Camp FFA Chapter Advisor commented on the teamwork he saw of the members 

and parents.  He was very positive about his first Benton County Fair experience and thanked the 

Fair Board & supporters. 

× Sale went smooth and supporters had positive comments. 

× Clean up on Sunday after the Fair was well attended and the skid loaders and other equipment that 

was brought by members were very much appreciated. 

× Very much appreciated the attendance and help of our Youth Program Assistant, Serenna Wright, 

and Youth Specialist, Kay Sparks, from UM Extension. 

× Very much appreciated the help from the UM Extension office Administrative Assistant, Tammy 

Black.  She helped with all the entries into the Access program, took phone calls and printed class 

information that made the Fair run smoothly. 

 
CHANGES/IMPROVEMENTS FOR 2009 

× Try to open the concession about 1 hour before the Dairy show starts 

× Concession needs a dedicated person to be the coordinator of the schedules, product purchases 

and replenishing.  Mr. Simpson would like for the Cole Camp FFA to take a more active role and 

will plan on being the coordinator for next yearôs Fair. 

× Change Non-livestock check in to one day only.  Suggest Wed. from 9 am to 9 pm.  Judging of 

non-livestock entries could start sooner. 

× UM Extension office staff volunteered to proofread the Fair book next year. 

× Would like to have the Fair book on-line next year. 

× Fair Board will have the rule changes and department changes submitted at Dec. meeting and 

revised and finalized for Jan. meeting. 

× Printed checks from the Access data base program will be ordered and used for quicker pre-

mium payment to exhibitors. 

The after sale recognition dinner for exhibitors and families was held on Sunday, Sept. 14
th
 at the Cole Camp Ag Classroom.  

Buyerôs plaques and exhibitor pictures were handed out.  Swine Carcass Show placings were announced.  Tyler Harris had 
the Grand Champion Swine Carcass and Allyson Bahrenburg had the Reserve Grand Champion Swine Carcass and trophies 
and rosettes were awarded.   Fair Board wishes to thank all who helped with the event.   
× Howard Arms, Chief Griller. 

× Beth Crouch, ordering and getting the plaques and pictures.  Also picking up food, condiments, etcé 

× Mr. Simpson and Cole Camp FFA, drinks and the use of the classroom. 

× Rhonda Reedy, taking pictures at the sale for the buyerôs plaques. 

× Ken & Fern Harris for donating the buns. 

New Business 
× Still working with the Park Board and City of Lincoln to get the culvert put in for access to the grounds on the East 

side. 

× Board approved a Building Committee to get bids and research cost of a livestock barn to be built next to existing 

barn.  Committee members are:  Shannon Ebeling, Chuck Simpson, Mike Warden, Wayne Balke, Cindy Harris, John 

Haase and Howard Arms.  Committee is authorized by Board to commit to a barn of approximate size, 50 X 75, for 

purchase price of up to $10,000.000. 

× Wayne Balke expressed his gratitude and appreciation to the members and parents of the Fair Board during his time 

as Fair Board President.  He enjoyed his time and involvement with the Fair Board. 

NEXT MEETING:  October 7
th
 at 7 pm 

 
 Submitted by Secretary,  
Cindy Harris 


