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HOLIDAY SAFETY WILL MAKE  

THE HOLIDAY MERRY! 

Buying gifts online can save time, money and effort, but if you 
shop on the Internet, you MUST THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK! 

The Federal Trade Commission advises that we do the following: 

Know your selleré.. Confirm an online merchant's physical 
address and telephone number in case you later need to get in 
touch with the company. 

Read between the linesé.. Carefully read the seller's descrip-
tion of the product, especially the fine print. Take note of words 
like "refurbished," "vintage" or "closeout." These words might 
indicate the product is in less-than-mint condition. If you see 
name-brand items with too-good-to-be-true prices, the products 
could be counterfeits. 

Compare the full cost of itemsé.. If you are making price 
comparisons between Web sites, be sure you are comparing 
apples-to-apples. Are you including shipping and handling in the 
total cost of the order?  This is especially important if you are 
comparing merchandise bought online with products in local 
stores, where shipping and handling are included in the quoted 
price. 

Check out refund policies and delivery datesé.. The law re-
quires sellers to ship items within 30 days if no specific date is 
promised. Be sure that you know if the recipient can return your 
gift. If the recipient can make the return, ask the seller to include 
a gift receipt in the package. 

Always pay by credit or charge card and never use a debit 
card or send cashé..  Paying by credit card gives you some 
extra power if the merchandise is substandard. In many cases, 
the credit card company can do a charge-back to the seller and 
refund your account. 

Print and save records of your online transactionsé.. Includ-
ing the product description, price, receipt and copies of any e-
mail you exchange with the seller. 

Never e-mail your financial informationé.. E-mail is not a se-
cure method of transmitting financial or personal information. Do 
not put credit card numbers, checking account numbers or Social 
Security numbers in e-mails. Make sure you understand the dif-
ference between e-mail and ordering merchandise online. 

Check a company's privacy policy before doing businessé.. 
The company's policy statements should let you know what per-
sonal information it is collecting and how the company is going to 
use it. 

 
4-H RECOGNITION BANQUET 

The Benton County 4-H Recognition Banquet was held on 
Saturday, November 8, at 1:30 p.m. at the Warsaw Com-
munity Building.   
 
We were not sure if having it in the afternoon would be 
successful.  We missed some folksébut what a truly 
wonderful way to spend the afternoonécelebrating the 
accomplishments of our youth and their leaders.  We are 
well represented in Benton County!  We have a lot to be 
proud of! 
 
Member Awards 
I Dare You Award:                            Dylan Carver 

Alexandria Cash 
Audra Warden 

Best in Foods Award:                       Julie Crouch 
Scrapbook Award:                            Lake Creek Lamplighters  
Rookie Member Spirit Award:           Leslie Neas 
Veteran Member Spirit Award:         Dalton Neas 
Outstanding 4-Hôers:                         Zach Amos  

Bailey Barnes 
 

Leader Awards 
First Year Leaders:                           Suzanne Belsha 

Judy Dawson 
Brenda Foster 
Kari Gilroy 
Rusty Harms 
Tracy Harms 
Trish Stolle 
Paula Keith 

Five Year Leaders:                            Mike Cash 

Beth Crouch 
Roger Dieckman 
Bonnie Stewart 
Bryan Von Holten 
James Wilshusen 

Ten Year Leaders:                            Tina Carver  
Rhonda Reedy 

Rookie Leader Spirit Award:             Trish Stolle 
Veteran Leader Spirit Award:            Beth Crouch 
Leaderôs Silver Tray Award:              Mike Warden 
 

Special Awards 
Jr. Entrepreneur of Year:                  Michael Kephart 
2007-2008 Entrepreneur Event::      CloverZine 4-H Club 
ñTake It Backò Community  
Service Commitment:                       CloverZine 4-H Club 
Club Community Service:                 Searchers 4-H Club 

CloverZine 4-H Club 
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Zachary Amos receiving his award from Alex Cash. 
 
 

 
 

Audra Warden, Dylan Carver, and Alex Cash receiving 
their I Dare You Awards. 
 

 

 
 

Welcome to the 2008-2009 Club Leaders! 

 
 

The induction of the 2008-2009 Council Officers. 

 

 
 
Mike Cash receives 5-year Award. 

 

 

 
 
Pioneers get Awards. 

 
 



  

 
MISSOURI STATE FAIR 

ñYOUTH IN AGRICULTUREò 
SCHOLARSHIP NOW AVAILABLE 

The application deadline for a Missouri State Fair 
Youth in Agriculture Scholarship has been changed to 
February 15, 2009.  Seniors graduating in 2009 may 
now apply for the opportunity at the Missouri State 
Fairôs web site www.mostatefair.com. 
 
To be eligible for a scholarship, an applicant must be a 
high school senior and be an active 4-H or FFA mem-
ber; have participated in the Missouri State Fair as a 4-
H or FFA exhibitor; have plans to enroll in an accre-
dited Missouri college or university with a major in agri-
culture; have not sold livestock in any past Missouri 
State Fair Sale of Champions. 
 
The Youth in Agriculture Committee, which is respon-
sible for administering the scholarships, will award thir-
ty $1,000 scholarships and one $2,500 Supreme Scho-
larship sponsored by Sydenstricker John Deere of Mis-
souri/Sydenstricker Angus Genetics.   
 
2009 graduating seniors who have exhibited at the 
Missouri State Fair are eligible to apply for the scholar-
ships.  The application form is available on the State 
Fairôs web site at the Youth in Agriculture link located 
on the home page. 
 
For more information please call the Missouri State 
Fair at 1-800-422 FAIR (3247) or email your questions 
to mostatefair@mda.mo.gov. 

 
 

 
HAM WORKSHOP 

There will be a Country Cured Ham workshop on 
January 7, 2009, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at the Cole Camp 
High School Ag Building.  Contact Chuck Simpson at 
(660) 668-4427, ext. 313, for more information. 
 

 
SPECIAL DECEMBER DEADLINE!! 

For articles, club news, etc., to be included in the 
January Benton Buzz, please submit to the Benton 
County Extension Office by December 17.  Due to the 
Christmas and New Yearôs holidays, there will be less 
time to get the newsletter prepared on time.  There will 
be a special prize for all of those who do their part by 
getting information submitted before the special 
December deadline! 

 
POULTRY CLUB BARBECUES UP WINNINGS 

The Benton County 4-H Poultry Club sent Alex Cash and 
Dylan Carver to the National contest in Louisville, Kentucky.  
Alex competed in Turkey BBQ ï placing first runner up in the 
nation!  Dylan competed in Chicken BBQ, and placed third 
runner up in the nation!  These two just keep cooking up the 
trophies!  Way to go Alex and Dylan! 
 

 
SHOOTING SPORTS MINI-GRANTS 

A limited number of mini-grants, sponsored by the National 
Wild Turkey Federation, are available to county 4-H shooting 
sports programs. If approved, county programs may receive 
up to $500. Application deadline is January 15. Eligibility         
requirements and application forms can be found online at 
4h.missouri.edu. 
 

 
OUTSTANDING SPECIALIST AWARDED 

Benton County Livestock Specialist, Gene Schmitz, was 
awarded the Missouri Farm Bureau Federation Outstanding 
Agriculturalist Award, at the University of Missouri Extension 
Professional Development Conference on October 28.   The 
Outstanding Agriculturalist Award recognizes MU Extension 
faculty members for service to agriculture in their community.  
Gene has been instrumental in organizing educational pro-
grams on such topics as fence law and taxes, providing cattle 
producers with forage production and management informa-
tion, assisting with grazing schools, and helping to establish a 
goat market in the area.  As we all know, Gene also provides 
quality assurance training to our 4-Hôers who show livestock 
at local fairs! 
Taken from article by Eileen Yager 

 

 
ALLYSON BAHRENBURG CARES! 

C.A.R.E., Community Awareness Rewards Everyone, sup-
ports the Cole Camp Ministerial Alliance Food Bank that 
helps families in the R-1 school district with non-perishable 
food items throughout the year.  Allyson Bahrenburg, one of 
Benton Countyôs 4-Hôers, worked on C.A.R.E. bags for distri-
bution.  Community members took bags, filled them with non-
perishable food items, and turned them back in.  The bags 
will be delivered to the Food Bank on December 3. 
Taken from article by Kristi Harms 

 
 

 

http://www.mostatefair.com/
mailto:mostatefair@mda.mo.gov

