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Whatôs Your Readiness Quotient? 

For many years our community leaders have been telling us 

to ñget readyò so that our communities will be able to handle 

any emergency.   

 

We never know what the emergency may be.  Perhaps it will 

be a tornado or perhaps it will be the need to evacuate our 

homes on a momentôs notice.   

No matter what the disaster and/or emergency, simply 

putéwe need to be ready.  So, how do we determine if we 

are prepared?  How do we determine where we need to 

spend more time getting ready?  The answer is to find out 

what your RQ is.  Now you may be asking yourself what RQ 

stands for.  RQ is your READINESS QUOTIENT.  This RQ is 

a tool that families, individuals and entire communities can 

use to evaluate where we are at.   

Our challenge for this month is to go to the website listed be-

low and see how our families stack up against the national 

average.  Then, with that information in hand, we can learn 

about steps we can take to make sure that we are ready for 

ANY emergency.   

http://www.whatsyourrq.org/form.php 

Completing this RQ takes only about a minute.  The big chal-

lenge is to DO IT.  Then, letôs look at ways we can help our 

communities to be more prepared.   

 

 
National 4-H Week is October 5-11, 2008 

 
We are proud to announce that the 2008 National 4-H 
Week is October 5-11

th
.  This yearôs theme, "Keeping it 

Green", shows how 4-H is bridging old ideas with new to 
teach youth environmental stewardship and connecting 
youth to science-related issues. The green theme also 
showcases 4-H pride and is a direct connection to our well 
known 4-H emblem. 
 
This year's National 4-H Week also includes the first an-
nual 4-H National Youth Science Day on October 8, 2008. 
The 4-H National Science Experiment, created to help 
youth learn more about science while having fun, features 
concepts about water conservation using hydrogrel poly-
mers. Additional interactive activities will be available on-
line during National 4-H Week with the launch of the new 
www.4-H.org - 4-H's new online internet platform. 
 
Clubs need to plan what they are going to do to celebrate 
National 4-H Week.  Last year we had some really great 
windows.  Come on 4-Hôersédo some good stuff to attract 
the attention of everyone who passes by.  We want the 
world to know! 
 
Stay tuned to Clover Corner News and www.4-
HBrandNetwork.org throughout the month of September to 
get involved in 4-H National Youth Science Day and Na-
tional 4-H Week. 
 
Benton County will kick-off at county council meeting Sep-
tember 9 with the election of county council officers.  The 
installation of officers will be held at our annual Recognition 
Night on Saturday, November 8

th
.  Please be sure to mark 

your calendars with these dates.   
 
 

 
UNBELIEVABLE HORSE HAPPENING 

An open horse show will take place on October 24-October 
25 in Mound City, Kansas.  Entries must be postmarked 
October 1 or before.  Contact the Extension Office if you 
would like more information. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wrightsr@missouri.edu
http://www.whatsyourrq.org/form.php
http://www.4-h.org/
http://www.4-hbrandnetwork.org/
http://www.4-hbrandnetwork.org/
http://www.4-hbrandnetwork.org/apply/kitsnat4hweek.aspx


  

 
We rarely get a chance to see another country's editorial about the USA. 

 

Read this excerpt from a Romanian Newspaper. The article was written 

by Mr. Cornel Nistorescu and published under the title 'C'ntarea Ameri-

cii, meaning 'Ode To America ' in the Romanian newspaper Evenimen-

tulzilei 'The Daily Event' or 'News of the Day' 

 

An Ode to America  

 

Why are Americans so united? They would not resemble one 

another even if you painted them all one color! They speak all the 

languages of the world and form an astonishing mixture of civili-

zations and religious beliefs. 

 

On 9/ll, the American tragedy turned three hundred million 

people into a hand put on the heart. Nobody rushed to accuse the 

White House, the Army, or the Secret Service that they are only a 

bunch of losers. Nobody rushed to empty their bank accounts. 

Nobody rushed out onto the streets nearby to gape about. Instead 

the Americans volunteered to donate blood and to give a helping 

hand. 

 

After the first moments of panic , they raised their flag over the 

smoking ruins, putting on T-shirts, caps and ties in the colors of 

the national flag. They placed flags on buildings and cars as if in 

every place and on every car a government official or the presi-

dent was passing. On every occasion, they started singing: 'God 

Bless America!' 

 

I watched the live broadcast and rerun after rerun for hours listen-

ing to the story of the guy who went down one hundred floors 

with a woman in a wheelchair without knowing who she was, or 

of the Californian hockey player, who gave his life fighting with 

the terrorists and prevented the plane from hitting a target that 

could have killed other hundreds or thousands of people. 

How on earth were they able to respond united as one human 

being. Imperceptibly, with every word and musical note, the 

memory of some turned into a modern myth of tragic heroes. 

And with every phone call, millions and millions of dollars were 

put into collection aimed at rewarding not a man or a family, but 

a spirit, which no money can buy. What on earth can unite the 

Americans in such a way? Their land? Their history? Their eco-

nomic power? Money? I tried for hours to find an answer, hum-

ming songs and murmuring phrases with the risk of sounding 

commonplace, I thought things over; I reached but only one con-

clusion... Only freedom can work such miracles. 

Cornel Nistorescu 

 

 
COLE CAMP FAIR LIVESTOCK SHOW 

All 4-H and FFA members are invited to participate in 
the Livestock Show at the Cole Camp Fair.  The show 
will be on Wednesday, September 3.  Check-in will be 
from 3:00-5:30, with the show starting at 7:00 p.m.  
The location has been moved to the Cole Camp 
Steam and Antique Tractor Showgrounds.  If you 
have any questions, contact Debbie Dieckman at 
(660) 668-3329.  
 

 
BENTON COUNTY FAMILY FAIR 

Be sure to attend the family fair at the Lincoln 
Elementary School on September 20, 9:30-1:30.  4-H 
was asked to sponsor a booth, and volunteers are 
needed to promote 4-H and answer a lot of 
questions about 4-H.  To volunteer for a time slot, 
contact Beth Crouch at (660) 547-9956.  See the flyer 
included with this newsletter for more information 
about the fair.  
 

 
ONLINE VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION 

All new volunteers need to complete orientation by January 
1.  If you havenôt been able to attend an in-person 
orientation session, you can still complete the orientation 
online by following the instructions below. 
 

1.  Log on at:  http://blackboard.missouri.edu 
 

2. Select the Login button on the left side of your 

screen 
 

3. Type this username:  _kids 

 
4. Type this password:  volunteer 

 
5. Select Login 

 
6. Select [YES] whenever the security system 

message asks if you want to display non-secure 
items. 
 

7. Select Online 4-H Volunteer Orientation link on 

left side of your screen. 

 
If you do not have access to a computer, come to the 
Extension Office where we will pamper youéeven feed you 
snacks while you do your orientation!!  There is also a CD 
available to complete the orientation, with only the test 
online.  Contact your Club Leader or the Extension Office 
for more information. 

http://blackboard.missouri.edu/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2008-2009 FAIR BOARD OFFICERS 

The new offices for the Fair Board were elected at the last 
meeting.  Many thanks to Wayne Balke and Beth Crouch, 
retiring President and Treasurer, for their years of service as 
officers on the Fair Board.  The new officers are: 
         President ï Shannon Ebeling 
         Vice President ï Howard Arms 
         Treasurer ï Bridget Dieckman 
         Secretary ï Cindy Harris 
 
The next Fair Board meeting will be Tuesday, October 7, at 
7:00 p.m., at the Lincoln 4-H Building. 
 
 

 
4-H RELAY FOR LIFE 

What a wonderful night we had!  Twelve 4-H youth, two adult 
team leaders, and Lois Prather (Benton County Extension 
Office), represented Benton County 4-H by participating in 
this event from 4:00 PM on Saturday, August 23

rd
 until 7:00 

AM on Sunday, August 24
th
.  Around and around the track 

they went, ticking the miles as they walked.   
 
Our fundraiser was an elastic beaded necklace that sold for 
$3.00 each or two for $5.00.  The walker purchased the neck-
lace with their first bead, and then each time the walker 
passed our table, they could pick up an extra bead.  Every 3

rd
 

bead made one mile.  Walkers could keep track of their laps 
or their miles, and ended up with a nice souvenir of their ef-
forts on behalf of Cancer Research and finally finding a cure!   
 
Our group was not aloneéas the Explorers were on the op-
posite side of the track and kept going all through the night.  
Additionally, Yvette, Jeff, and Dalton Neas were participating 
on a team sponsored by the scouts.  This is our first effort 
geared to help find a cure for cancer and most of us have had 
our lives touched by this horrible disease.   
 
We plan to participate again next year, but this time we will be 
more familiar with the routine and be ready to REALLY com-
pete.  After all, we didnôt even know that we were supposed to 
have a team ñchantò and Iôm sure we could have done better 
than saying, ñrah, rah, rahò.  Thanks to everyone who partici-
pated. 

 

 
MISSOURI STATE FAIR 

The Missouri State Fair began August 7 and concluded August 
17, and much of this time saw us with fair weather.  There was a 

great turnout this year, with several Benton County 4-Hôers partic-
ipating!   
 
Chicken Barbeque 
1

st
 place ï Alexandria Cash 

3
rd

 place ï Dylan Carver 
 
Dairy Judging 
3

rd
 place ï Michael Wilshusen 

9
th

 place ï Jacob Wilshusen 
 
Poultry 
Champion light weight duck ï Jake Montemayor 
Champion medium weight duck ï Kyle Montemayor 
Reserve Champion goose ï Kyle Montemayor 
 
Swine Skillathon 

2
nd

 place ï Julie Crouch, $50 prize! 
 
Demonstrations 
Pork demonstration ï Julie Crouch 
General demonstration ï Wyatt Foster and Kendrick Logan 
Working demonstration ï Kaleena Logan; Dalton and Leslie Neas 
 
Non-Livestock Displays 

Lauren Baalman ï snowman cake 
Bailey Barnes ï ladybug cake and scrapbook 
Ginger Church ï egg display 
Alexus Dieckmann ï lady bugs cake and mom ñchipò book 
Savannah Dieckmann ï mom ñchipò book 
Ty Ebeling ï lemon poppy muffins 
Rayne Faulconer ï purple flowers photo 
Wyatt Foster ï wooden knife holder 
Heather George ï apron and banana bread 
Brittany Haase ï cherry pie and cinnamon rolls 
John Haase ï brownies 
Tiffany Haase ï horse picture and bench 
Tara Hampton ï cat breed poster 
Levi Hare ï rooster thermometer and fishing pole rack 
Meagan Hare ï pink and black outfit and bunny cake 
Samantha Henley ï Irish speckle bread and mouse 
Erika Huffman ï crocheted dishrag and headband 
Halleigh Huffman ï horse poster 
Bill Kerksiek ï dog  
Jessica Kuykendall ï brother and cat photo 
Kaleena Logan ï toy hammock and track cake 
Garrett Louiselle ï birdhouse and waterfall photo 
Samantha Mittlestadt ï foot stool 
Austin Murray ï I Love Skateboarding & 4-H skateboard grip tape 
Cheyanne Murray ï frogs and checkers quilts 
Sarah Myers ï bucket calf supplies and Valentine cake 
Dalton Neas ï locker and safety sports poster 
Leslie Neas ï horse photo and toad 
Karoline Peters ï skyview arch photo and tic tac to 
Taylor Riley ï horse poster 
Chase Roy ï medium eggs and camo duck picture 
Taylor Sullivan ï rabbit trap 
Nathaniel Veale ï Eiffel Tower and lighthouse photos 
Kay Wilken ï barn picture and blue PJôs 
Kim Wilken ï flower and roses picture and banana bar 
Kaylynn Zimmerschied ï Dalmatian and yellow and white cake 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
4-HôER OF THE MONTH 

BBaaiilleeyy  BBaarrnneess  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  LLaakkee  CCrreeeekk  LLaammpplliigghhtteerrss  CClluubb  ffoorr  44  yyeeaarrss..    

SShhee  iiss  ccuurrrreennttllyy  tthhee  LLaakkee  CCrreeeekk  LLaammpplliigghhtteerr  CClluubb  RReeppoorrtteerr..    SShhee  iiss  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  

SSccrraappbbooookkiinngg,,  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy  22,,  CCaakkee  DDeeccoorraattiinngg,,  aanndd  FFooooddss  DD  pprroojjeeccttss..    IInn  tthhee  ppaasstt,,  

sshhee  hhaass  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  AArrttss  aanndd  CCrraaffttss,,  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy  11,,  FFooooddss  AA,,  aanndd  FFooooddss  BB  

pprroojjeeccttss..    BBaaiilleeyy  lliivveess  iinn  MMoorraa  wwiitthh  hheerr  ffaammiillyy..    SShhee  hhaass  aa  yyoouunnggeerr  ssiisstteerr,,  KKaaccii,,  wwhhoo  iiss  

aa  CClloovveerr  KKiidd..      

 

  
  

44--HH  PPrriiddee  PPooiinntt!!    

 
Kayley Reedy has been selected to apply for the Prudential Spirit of Community Award because of 
her dedication to excellence and community service!  The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards 
honor young people for outstanding volunteer service to their communities. Created in 1995 by Pru-
dential Financial in partnership with the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP), 
the awards constitute the United States' largest youth recognition program based solely on volun-
teering.  Good luck, Kayley! 

Benton County Character:  Caring and Responsibility 

Patrolling for Safety     
 

Many community police forces sponsor bike and child seat safety days. Now that you have learned about the importance of 

riding bikes safely, you can help your local police department with their bike safety day. Contact a member of your local pol ice 

department (try starting with your schoolôs resource or D.A.R.E officer) to find out if your community sponsors a bike safety 
day.  If they do, volunteer to help educate your peers on the importance of riding a bike that is safe and the right size for you, 

wearing a helmet and always riding with a friend or parent.  You can also help your police officers by helping them get dona-
tions of bike helmets and safety equipment and helping them set up before and clean up after the event.  

 
If your community does not have a bike safety day, work with your local police department to set one up in your area.  You 

might want to travel to a nearby townôs event to get some ideas of what information people most need about bike safety.  
 

A bike safety day provides information about safe riding to parents and their children.  By helping parents know their children 

are safe you are showing how much you care about your peers.  This event also demonstrates how important you think safety 
is and your desire to make your community a safe place to live.  Next time you have the opportunity to share information 

about safety, think of the benefits of having everyone in your community educated and using safe practices.  You will show 
that you can be responsible enough to carry out an event and caring enough to make sure your community is a safe place to 

grow up.  
 

End your event with a group bike ride on local trails.  Promote living a healthy lifestyle by ensuring everyone understands how 
bike riding is good for their bodies.  

 

PAST STAFF NEWS 
 
Some of you may have worked with Ron 
Curtis at the Extension Office in the past.  
Ron worked in the Extension Office 
through the Experience Works program 
late last year through mid-February of 
this year.  Shortly after he no longer 
worked here, he became ill.  On Tues-
day, August 19, he passed away.  A 
plant was delivered to Davis-Miller Fu-
neral Home in Lincoln, Missouri, on be-
half of the Benton County Extension Of-
fice and the Benton County Extension 
Council. 

 

4-H Entrepreneurship Corner  

Michaelôs Brooders   
 

Michael Kephart is lending a hand to helping hatch chicks!  He is 
building incubators in his business to help hatch chicks and 
brooders for them to grow in after hatching.  If you or anyone you 
know is interested in purchasing a brooder or incubator, call him at 
(660) 438-5799. 

 



 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LOCAL YOUTH TURN  

4-H PROJECTS TO PROFIT  

 

     
Michael Kephart, age 10, Cheyanne Murray, age 13, and Austin Murray, age 15, of Warsaw, Mo.,  
were three of eight 4-H members who were chosen to market and sell their 4-H projects at the  
Show-Me 4-H Wares booth in Mizzou Central during the Missouri State Fair, during the week of  
August 9

th
 through the 14

th
.  All three youth are members of CloverZine 4-H club, a special  

entrepreneurship club whose members have goals of bigger and better things for their community.   
To participate in the Show-Me 4-H Wares program, projects had to be approved for display at the  
State Fair and each 4-H member filled out an application describing his or her project and goals for  
participating.  Show-Me 4-H Wares organizer, Steve Henness, was pleased with the results of the  
program. ñThis yearôs booth in Mizzou Central gave MU Extension 4-H members from around the state the opportunity to interact 
with fairgoers, market themselves and their products, and demonstrate that 4-H produces blue-ribbon projects, but more impor-

tantly, blue-ribbon youth.ò  The booth is part of the MU Extension 4-H entrepreneurship project, which helps youth apply their 
4-H skills toward earning an income while meeting needs in their community.  Keep your eye on these youth, because they are 
going to go far!  adapted from news release by Steve Henness 

 

Clover Contest 
Julie Crouch was the first to call with the correct location of the August hidden clover!  
Congratulations, Julie!!  Each month in the Benton Buzz, a 4-H Clover photo (as seen at 
the left) will be hidden somewhere in the newsletter.  The first person to contact the Ben-
ton County Extension Center by phone at (660) 438-5012 with the correct location will win 
a prize, to be given at the following 4-H Council meeting.  Each 4-H member is only eligi-
ble to win once per calendar year.          
                                                 
 

 

University of Missouri Extension does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status in employment or in any program or activity. 

You may recall that we gave a special thanks to 
Tina Carver last month, and noted that she 
would receive a ñlittle something extra from the 
kittyò as requested.  In case you havenôt run into 
Tina since then, she did receive a little some-
thing extra ï a small package of kitty food! 

LABOR DAY 
Labor Day constitutes a yearly national tribute to the con-
tributions workers have made to the strength, prosperity, 
and well-being of our country.  The first Labor Day was 
held on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City.  
On June 28, 1894, Congress made Labor Day as the first 
Monday of September a national holiday.  Be sure to help 
all of the workers you know and their families celebrate!  
And donôt forget ï the Extension Office will be closed. 
Taken from U.S. Department of Labor �± The History of Labor Day 

4-H BIRTHDAYS                 

 
 

September Birthdays 
September 6 Rusty Johnson 
September 10 Gregory Ives 
September 13 Ashlyn Yoder 
September 16 John Haase, Jr. 
September 17 Sheri Veasman 
September 18 Melanie Hare 
September 19 Ethan Ives 
September 21 Dustin Carver 
September 24 Michael Wilshusen 
September 25 Sadie Friend 
 Chris Hampton 
September 26 Cindy Harris 
 Blake Kreisel 
September 29 Jarrett Finkiewicz 

 

 
BOER GOAT SHOW FUNDRAISER 
A sanctioned American Boer Goat Association/Missouri Junior 
Boer Goat Association Show is being held in Nevada, Mo, as a 
fundraiser for improvements to their barns on September 13 
and 14, beginning at 9 a.m.  The sanctioned show entry fee is 
$10 per class and the open wether show entry fee is $5 per 
class.  For more information, contact Marla K. Snead at (417) 
667-5623 in the evenings.  

EXTENSION 

OFFICE 

HOURS 
Donôt forget ï  
The hours of opera-
tion at the Benton 
County Extension 
Office are Monday-
Friday, 8:00-Noon 
and 1:00-4:30.  For 
your convenience in 
planning your day, 
just a reminder that 
we are closed dur-
ing the lunch hour 
and that we close at 
4:30. 

 


