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We have all been told to prepare for a disaster, but how many
of us are ready? Are your medications ready? Medications
should include items such as aspirin, antacids, first-aid Kit,
prescription medications, denture needs, and extra eyeg-
lasses.

Entertainment items could be books, games, or a deck of
cards. Clothing should consist of at least one complete
change of clothing per person suitable for the season, sturdy
shoes, underclothes, and socks. Blankets are a must but pil-
lows and lightweight folding chairs are definitely optional.

A good idea is to get in the habit of filling up the gas tank
when it is half-full, rather than waiting to fill it up until the dial
hits empty.

Communication is very important during any kind of disaster.

Be sure to make a plan with your family that includes evacua-
tion of your home. You will also need to have another plan in
the event that everyone is away from home when any kind of
disaster happens.

It is very important to have important family documents in
some kind of portable, waterproof container. Some of the
documents that should be in this are: Birth/Marriage/Death
certificates, passports, social security cards, immunization
records, will, insurance policies, contracts, deeds, stocks,
bonds, bank account numbers, credit card account numbers,
etc.

It would also be a good idea to have a video tape of your
home that includes describing and explaining items. You can
open the doors and drawers as needed. It would also be a
good idea to include a list of items you have collected over
your lifetime!

Being prepared will help you to eliminate undue stress to an
already stressful situation!
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CLUB REPORTER DAY
Club Reporter Day has been rescheduled! It will be held
on May 20. Club reporters should watch their mail for an
invitation with all of the specifics!

4-H GIVES SONG TO OUR VOICES
Several of our Benton County 4-H members participated in
the Clinton Middle School Vocal Contest on April 22, in
Clinton, Missouri. Cheyanne Murray of the CloverZine
Club was a member of a quartet. Austin Reedy of All-
Arounders Club was also in
Working on the Railroad. o
Huffman sang a duet. Halleigh also sang as part of a trio.
Kerri, Halleigh, and Austin also soloed. Waytogo4-Hb6 e r

POULTRY/RABBIT SHOW

The Pioneer and Searcher Clubs are sponsoring a Poul-
try/Rabbit Show. The show will be held on May 10.
Check-in time will be at 9:00am and judging will begin at
10:00am. The show will be at the Lincoln 4-H Fairgrounds.
There will be a $2.00 fee per entry, with a five-entry limit.
Mail registrations to: Heather Haase; 20654 Hwy W; Cole
Camp, MO 65325.
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4-H CAMP
I'tds not t oo |-ldCaep!tThe themegsnCSlu p

Camp Scene Investigation. Camp will be held June 16-June

20 at the Land Learning Foundation in Triplett, Missouri. Late

registration of $110 will be accepted through May 7" There
are lots of fun activities planned and the coolest counselors.
So 1 get your applications in PDQ (pretty darn quick)!

OLD RIVER DAYS
Old River Days will be May 17-May 18. There will be lots of
activities for the youngsters i face painting, a bean bag toss,

a Ohorse6 race with
stick, and a frog toss. And there will be a candy cannon

shooting out candy on Saturday and Sunday! Forany 4-H 6 e |

that want to volunteer to help, this is a great community ser-
vice project! Call Serenna Wright at the Benton County Ex-
tension Office at (660) 438-5012 for more information.

KIDS HUNTING FOR A CURE

The Pioneers Club helped on April 12 with Kids Hunting for A
event for

Cur e, a fundraising
helped with the Laser Shot game. There were kids lined up
to shoot all day i it was a big hit! Members also helped pre-
pare and serve lunch for the guides and hunters. The club
had a booth where they offered information about 4-H. They
had a great time and hope to help again next year.
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ACHIEVEMENT DAY
REMINDER i Benton County 4-H Achievement Day will be
held on June 8. 4-H members should start preparing their
demonstrations. The application is enclosed!! Get it
turned in for the best spot.
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BYRON MORRISON TO RETIRE
For those of you who know Byron Morrison, after 36 years
with Extension he retired in March! Byron worked out of
Benton County for many years. A Retirement Roast is be-
ing held in his honor on May 24, 2:00-4:00, at the Spring-
field Church of Christ, 4106 W. Farm Rd. 106, Springfield,
Missouri. If you would like to attend, please RSVP to Be-
kah Morrison at (417) 827-3806. Bring your favorite picture
or short story to share with everyone, and kick up your feet
and relax with Byron! Refreshments will be served, and
your presence is present enough.
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POULTRY SHOWN
Ginger Church of the Pioneers Club showed at a Poultry
Show held on April 19 at the Missouri State Fair Grounds.
There were approximately 1,200 birds there. She placed
3%in showmanship showing Gloria, a buff ophrington. Glo-
ria, the buff orphington hen received two 3" place awards
in the Jr. division also. Ginger also showed an Osceola
Turkey and he received two 1% place i a Reserved Breed
and Best Variety. She showed a B.B. red bantam cock and
he received a 1> place and a 2 place, as well as a third
award. She plans to show next at the Poultry/Rabbit Show

being held on May 10 sponsored by the Pioneers and
Searchers Clubs. Way to go, Ginger!!



4-H BAKE SALE
During Extension Day on May 15 from 9:00-2:00 in front
of the Extension Office, Benton County4-H6 er s h:
opportunity to sell goodies. We need your donated
goods. Please spread the word to start baking now
and let the Extension Office know what you will be
bringing. If all the clubs participate, we will do really
well and those attending Extension Day will have a nice
dessert with their meal.

Shotgun Match in Macon
The Macon County Invitational Shotgun Shoot will be
held on May 24 at 9:00am. Any 4-H Shotgun Jr. or Sr.
enrolled in Shotgun can patrticipate. It is being held at
the Macon 63 Gun Club. The top three places in each
division and the top placing team will receive an individ-
ual medal. The cost is $5.00 per member and $4.00 for
each set of 25 clays. Sign up and squadding will be on
the day of the shoot. 4-H rules apply i eye protection,
ear protection, and cased firearms are required. For
more information, please call Steve Coulson at (660)
651-8788.

HATCHING CHICKS PROGRAM
Benton County 4-H sponsored the Hatching Chicks
program for participating Benton County schools. Eggs
were delivered on April 3 and within a week we had ba-
by chicks hatching!
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CAMP COUNSELOR TRAINING
Camp counselor training will be on May 3" in Marshall.
Everyone attending from Benton County will meet and
ride together i for lots of singing fun!

LEADERSHIP TRAINING ATTENDED
Several members in Benton County 4-H attended the
Benton County Farm Bureau Leadership training on
March 27. 354 High School students and their chape-
rons from 59 counties attended the 14" Annual Missouri
Farm Bureau Youth Leadership Day. After a short
orientation, students headed by bus for the State Capitol
to observe action in the House and Senate chambers
and visit with legislators. Although many attending had
previously visited the Capitol, few had been there during
the Legislative Session. The group heard from Charles
Kruse, Missouri Farm Bureau President and David
Frazier, a former Texas state officer pursuing a docto-
rate in agricultural education from MU. Frazier talked to
students about honing their leadership skills. He en-
couraged students to push the fear of failure aside and
maximize their talents. Students attending from Benton
County were Ashley Canning, Erin Maybry, Jake Mon-
temayor, Kayley Reedy, and Jill Seffens. Chaperones
attending from Benton County were Jenna Lee Ficken
and John Montemayor. 4-H members from several oth-

er counties were also present.
Taken from Benton County Enterprise; April 3, 2008

GOAT NOSE PRINT AND WEIGH-IN
The Benton County lamb and goat nose print and
weigh-in will be held on May 10, 1:00-3:00, at the Lin-

colnFairgr ounds . Dyanwd!l If omged
security number and signature on each card!!



Benton County Character: Caring

Blankets for Hospitalized Children
Young patients who suffer from life threatening diseases will be all smiles when they are given a blanket designed and
made just for them. Many4-H6er s make the soft tied | ap bl ankdtisdesorated h e
with bright colored ribbons, decals and pom poms and there is a note attached written by a 4-H member wishing them
well. Decide on a good time to get your group together for an all day Blanket-a-thon. Hang fliers in community schools,
offices and government buildings to get the entire community involved. Set a goal for your workshop to give everyone
something to work towards. When you complete your goal take your blankets to a local hospital to give them to young
people your age. If your local hospital allows, have all of their young patients come to a common location to pick out their
blankets and meet you, the young people who cared enough to create a blanket for them.
You can reflect on:
1. How does it make you feel to know you are doing something positive for someone who is sick?

2. How do you think it makes the recipients of your blankets feel to know that someone their age has taken some time
out of their life to help them?

3. What did you notice about your community as you were working together?
4. Brainstorm with your 4-H club other ways your community can come together to do something nice for others.

Helping others, particularly those who are sick or having a difficult time can make us feel good about the skills we have
to offer. Next time you have a chance to help someone else, think about how you can get your entire community in-
volved. Sometimes all it takes to let someone know you care about them is putting in a little effort and making something
unique and special. Gestures of caring do not have to be as big as creating hundreds of blankets. Next time you notice
someone having a bad day, think of something you can do to brighten their day.
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The Benton Count yal BExtersienrDayiwidl hetheldomn n u
Thursday, May 15, from 9:00-2:00 outside the Extension Office. We have
lots of great activities planned i something for everyone. The Benton

4-H 6 atrended Volun-

County 4-H will be holding a bake sale. The Master Gardeners will be host-
ing a plant clinic and sale. The Family and Community Education club will

teer Rocks. Louise Law, who is now the
age of 89, grew tomatoes which she took

be holding a book sale to raise monMto the Chicago Woal
Hospital. Todd Lorenz, a Horticulture Specialist, will be available from 9:00- | toes took 1% place, and she won a prize
Noon for insect and plant identification. Joni Ross, an Agronomy Specialist, | of $250!
will be available from 11:00-2:00 for questions about soil fertility and row
crops. And, of course, the Benton Coun
grilling burgers! And we Otlprizeshaomlv e 4

4-Hoer of the Mont

Meet Kayley Reedy of the Benton County All-Arounders 4-H Club, of which she is
Vice-President. Kayley has been a member of 4-H for ten years, and is currently a
Benton County 4-H Advisory Board representative. Kayley has also applied to be a
representative to 4-H National Congress. She attended the Farm Bureau Youth Lea-
dership Day on March 27. Kayley is involved in Beef, Horse, and Sheep projects. In
past years, Kayley has also been involved in poultry, photography, and breads
projects. Kayley is a senior in high school. She has two younger brothers in her fam-
ily that are also members of 4-H. 1dn sure Kayley has been an inspiration!

Bailey Barnes is the reporter for LakeCreek Lamplighters. Bailey has consis-
tently gotten the Lamplighter news into the Benton County Extension Office in

a timely manner so that it can be included in the Benton Buzz Newsletter.
During many months, Bailey is even the first reporter to turn in the club news!
Thank you, Bailey i and keep up the good work! We 6 r e very pr ¢

4-H Pride Point!



Memorial Dayi Let 6 s Remember Al | Those

Memorial Day is on Monday, May 26. Memorial Day has been set aside since 1865 to remember all of those who have
died in the military while serving our country. Think of someone you know that is still living who served our country and tell
them how grateful you are for their service.

Your club could work on an activity to help recognize and remember those who served. One activity may be to find a pho-
to of someone who has served our country and decorate around it in red, white, and blue. Write a story or a poem to in-
clude on your page. Or you could take a series of patriotic pictures. These pictures can be pictures of flags, historical mo-
numents, American heroes, people volunteering or anything you think your community would see as patriotic. Whatever
you choose to create, remember the importance of being respectful of the people who have served. Make sure you share
your work with the person you choose, if they are a family or community member. Ask them questions about how it felt to
serve their country and what it is like for them today.

Showing our appreciation to those who have helped our country shows that we understand the importance of gratitude and
service to our country. When we show that we respect and honor those who have made our country what it is we display
traits of good character. It is important to spend time giving back to those who have given so much to us. When you have
the opportunity to show respect for someone who has demonstrated superior citizenship it helps you to learn more about
yourself. Remember that a person of good character understands their personal values and strives to make sure you hon-
or those who do something we value.

"Go 4 It!"

Fair Fans,| t 6 s Ti me tThe 2008 Missburi IStaté 0
Fair promises to provide you with another first-class agricultural
showcase from August 7 to 17!

Happy Mot her @

Mot her 6s Day has been an If you are a competitive exhibitor, you need to act now by pre-
the second Sunday in May since 1914. We want to viewing the pr emi um Gu iEdirg forms |
wishallthe4-H mot hers a beautif| wilbeavailable on line May 5" at 9 a.m. Follow these steps:
Day this May 117! I t 0 si hgve aigreatareely Go to www.mostatefair.com to view entry information.
Click on competitions to find the Premium Guide.

Select the category you want to enter.

Find all the rules and schedules.

Download entry forms, available May 5" at 9 a.m.

Fill out forms, print and send with entry fee to the fair.
New thls year is a daily discounted exhibitor admission ticket for
$4 each, available to all competitive entrants; this replaces the
former Livestock Exhibitor Pin which is no longer available. The
daily discounted exh|b|tor admission tickets can be purchased
through August 6" from the Missouri State Fair business office;
these tickets are not available at the gate. Each exhibitor can
purchase up to 40 tickets; admission is free for exhibitors age
12 and under and so these exhibitors do not need admission
tickets. The tickets do not include parking. Be sure to see

_N at |. ona I Vo l un Aspeci al p rwovwmdstatefair £oin foa dny daily ad-
April20-Apr i | 26 was Nat i onal| mjssionspecials.

special thank you goes out to each of the Benton
County 4-H volunteers. Each volunteer should have | consider camping on the fairgrounds for a memorable family

received through the mail a heart magnet that says vacation. Visit wvw.mostatefaircomf or mor e det a
AVolunteers Are the Heartl4 |t106 August 7 to 17 at the

oW

University of Missouri Extension does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status in employment or in any program or activity.

Clover Contest
Each month in the Benton Buzz, a 4-H Clover photo (as seen at the left) will be hidden
somewhere in the newsletter. The first person to contact the Benton County Extension
Center by phone with the correct location will win a prize. The prize for May 2008 will be
a Ty 4-H Beanie Bear. Contact the Benton County Extension Center by phone at (660)
438-5012 and let them know you are calling about the Clover Contest.




