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Is our state prepared for flu pandemic?

WASHINGTON - Seven states have yet to participate in a
federal program to buy antivirals for a potential influenza pan-
demic. Thirteen states do not have adequate plans to distri-
bute vaccines and medical supplies from the Strategic Na-
tional Stockpile.

Those findings and others are part of a new report on how
well states have prepared for public health emergencies. The
report concludes that states have made significant progress
since the terrorist and anthrax attacks in 2001. However, crit-
ical gaps remain.

The federal government has had a difficult time measuring
progress when it comes to the billions of dollars it has sent
states over the past six years to improve preparedness. The
money went to upgrade laboratories, buy medical supplies,
and conduct training exercises.

Seven states have so far declined to purchase any antivirals,
according to the report. They are Colorado, Connecticut,
Florida, Massachusetts, Mississippi, North Dakota and Rhode
Island. Several more have bought only a fraction of what
they’re entitled to under the federal program. “If a significant
number of states don’t pick up their share of responsibility,
then the country as a whole is less protected,” said Jeffrey
Levi, executive director of Trust for America’s Health.

A spokesman for the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices said that states have until June 2008 to get their orders
in. All states have told the federal government they plan on
participating.

The report also highlighted the need for nearly half of the
states to update their “Good Samaritan” laws. Such laws
create liability shields for those who come to the aid of anoth-
er at the scene of an emergency. These shield laws cover
days or even weeks of voluntary work, such as a shield law
tied to a declared emergency by a governor.
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CLUB REPORTER DAY

March 24th will be a busy day for Club reporters, who will
tour the Clinton Democrat’s newspaper facility and then
have some quality “journalistic” time with Homer May, of
the Benton County Enterprise. Reporters will “get the in-
side scoop” and get some great supplies to make their job
of “reporting the news” easier. Don’t forget, along with the
JAM SESSION, comes the food! If you are a reporter for
your club, call the Benton County Extension Office at 660-
438-5012 to RSVP. Schools will be on Spring Break and
we will meet at the Warsaw Extension Office at Noon.

CLUB PHOTOGRAPHERS....
Get ready to push the button! On Friday, March 14™ club
photographers will get to spend some time with a real, live,
professional photographer. Bring your camera and come
prepared with questions that you might have. The location
will be announced in your invitation but the date is NO
SECRET! It will be on March 14™ at 6:30 PM. If you are a
photographer for your club, call the Benton County Exten-
sion Office at 660-438-5012 to RSVP. Remember most
schools will be on Spring Break and we will meet at the
Warsaw Extension Office first and leave from there.
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CLUB HISTORIANS
Get ready to do some scrapbooking and get some great
scrapbooking supplies. The club historians from each club
are invited to spend time with a real, live, experienced
scrapbooking crew on March 15™at 11:00 AM. Come get
neat ideas and cool supplies! So, take pride and start or-
ganizing and displaying your club scrapbook. Contact the
Benton County Extension Office at 660-438-5012 to RSVP.

Note: If your club combines one or more of these catego-
ries or tasks. That is fine with us! Join us for lots of fun!

Visit us on the web: http://extension.missouri.edu/benton
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Stimulus Payments: Answers to Frequently Asked Questions

Andrew Zumwalt, Personal Financial Planning, College of Human Environmental Sciences, University of Missouri-Extension

Under the Economic Stimulus Act of 2008, more than 130 million American households will receive econom-
ic stimulus payments beginning in May. The only way to get one this year is to file a federal tax return for
2007. This filing requirement also applies to some people who do not normally file, including many low-
income people and recipients of Social Security, certain benefits received from the Department of Veterans
Affairs and certain Railroad Retirement benefits.

Following are answers to some of the most commonly asked questions regarding the payments.
Q. What do I need to do to get an economic stimulus payment?

A. All you need to do is file a federal income tax return for 2007. Even if you are not otherwise required
to file a tax return, you must file a 2007 return in order to receive a payment this year. Although some
filers, such as high-income filers, will not qualify for a stimulus payment, most will.

In most cases, you will fill out your return, reporting all your income, deductions and credits as you nor-
mally would. But even if you are not required to file, you must file a 2007 return to get a stimulus pay-
ment this year. Low-income workers, Social Security beneficiaries, certain railroad retirees and those
who receive certain benefits from the Department of Veterans Affairs who normally don't file may receive
a stimulus payment if they do. The IRS will provide special filing instructions for those who do not other-
wise have a filing requirement. The instructions will explain which lines on the tax return the filers need
to complete.

You do not need to calculate the amount of the stimulus payment. If you qualify, the IRS will automati-
cally figure it and send it to you. The IRS will also send you a notice showing the amount of your pay-
ment. You do not need to call the IRS or fill out any other special forms.

Individuals who need to file a return this year to receive a stimulus payment may be able to take advan-
tage of thousands of free tax preparation sites nationwide for low-income and elderly taxpayers.

Don’ t f he Yolgneekr Incotne Tax Assistance (VITA) program provides help to low- and moderate-
income taxpayers. Call 1-800-906-9887 to locate the nearest VITA site.

The Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) Program also provides free tax help to people age 60 and older.
As part of the IRS-sponsored TCE Program, AARP offers the Tax-Aide counseling program at more than
7,000 sites nationwide during the filing season. To find an AARP Tax Aide site call 1-888-227-7669 or
visit the AARP Web site.
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2008 Certified Volunteers

Mike Cash Cindy Harris
Kari Gilroy Sharon Logan
Tracey Harms Lesa Warden
Rusty Harms Serenna Wright

See insert for the on-line instructions!

The Cole Camp Museum held two fund raisers in which the Searchers 4-H club members have as-
sisted them. Two of these were the Cemetery Walk and an Old-Fashioned Breakfast. At a recent
museum board meeting, they were reminded of what a great help these young people have

been. Shirley Cash wrote, “They come in and go to work, take their responsibilities very seriously,
and do it all with lots of smiles. We are truly indebted to them. Most of us are senior citizens and
) ) are limited as to how much work we can do - so a big thank you to some great kids.” Thanks Shir-
4-H Pride Point! ley, WE are proud of them too!



http://www.irs.gov/pub/newsroom/1040a.pdf

Message from your County Council .................

Club. Wow! We now have representatives from each club on our County Council.

0 Audra Warden and Heather George have agreed to serve as Clover Kid Liaisons. They are from Pioneers 4-H

6 4-H Camp Early Bird Registration forms are due April 30", 2008. Remember, this is on a first-come first-serve ba-

sis. We have 70 slots per session to fill for youth from six counties. Camp sessions are 8-10 years and 11-13
years. Form can be found inserted in this newsletter or can be picked up at the Benton County Extension Office.

(@]

State Fair will not process your entry without your social security number.

(@]

Nose Print Cards are due. Don’t forget to come in and sign the card if you did not sign them at the weigh-in and

The 4-H Robotics Program has a service learning opportunity. The Missouri State Government Information Tech-

nology Work Force Recruiting Committee has asked 4-H to build a robot they can use at school and Career Fairs.
They want a mobile robot that is four to five feet tall and has both programmed and remote controlled function.
They want it to look a bit human. If you are interested it would be a great learning experience! Target dates ae
03/29, 04/05, and 05/19. Please email Bill Pabst at pabsta@missouri.edu for more information.

Need to contact a member of council? Here is how you find us...

Position
President:

Vice President:
Secretary:

Treasurer:

Reporter:
Photographer:
Historian:
Parliamentarian:
Technology Liaison:
Council Youth Liaison:

Clover Kid Liaisons:

Council Advisor:

Name
Dylan Carver

Alex Cash

Ashley Canning
Jo Ann Clark

Kim Wilken

Leslie Neas
Kaylynn Zimmerschied
Cheyanne Murray
Nicholas Dieckman
Weston Butterfield
Audra Warden
Heather George
Serenna R. Wright

Home Phone

Cell Phone

E-Mail

(660) 668-2068
(660) 668-3349
(660) 547-9956
(660) 438-7992
(660) 826-8838
(660) 668-3789
(660) 668-9938
(660) 438-5702
(660) 668-3329
(660) 438-5702
(660) 668-4580
(660) 438-7992
(660) 438-5012

(660)-
(660)-
(660)-
(573)-552-7897
(660)-
(660)-
(660)-
(660)-525-9050
(660)-
(660)-525-9050
(660)-
(660)-
(660)-525-2644

joann_sprycpa@earthlink.net

smiley 711@yahoo.com
jefvet@earthlink.net

snottot602@yahoo.com

wrightsr@missosuri.edu

Club
Searchers

Searchers

Explorers

Explorer Adult

Lake Creek Lamplighters
Pathfinders

Lake Creek Lamplighters
All Arounders

Lake Creek Lamplighters
CloverZine

Pioneers

Pioneers

4-H Youth Program Assistant

R
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Fair.

Oops....We Were Wrong!

Last month we gave special congratulations to Leslie Neas instead of Sydney Neas....both
are members of the Pathfinders and daughters of Yvette and Jeff Neas. It was Sydney, how-
ever, who stepped forward at the Fair Board Meeting in February and gave her ten reasons
for why Clover Kids should be allowed to participate in Fashion Review at the Benton County

Our sincere apology but the sentiment still applies...Way to go Sydney!

To all the families that made our February bake
sale a success!

We earned $224.00

We are planning to repeat our bake sales dur-
ing Spoonbill season, in front of Wal-Mart.

Please start baking now...and lend your sup-
port for a great cause!
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Shooting Sports Certification Workshop
Camp Jo-Ota, Clarence, MO

April 4-6

Registration forms are now available for the spring Shooting Sports Leader Certification Workshop. Adults wishing to be-
come 4-H certified in shotgun, rifle, archery, muzzle-loading, pistol, or as a county coordinator should plan to attend. Pre-
registration is required and due to the state office by March 25. The $50 workshop fee includes lodging, meals and mate-
rials. Class size is limited, registrations accepted on a first come — first served basis. Information and forms can be found on
the Missouri 4-H Shooting Sports website: http://4h.missouri.edu/go/projects/shootingsports

NEW!
Advanced Shotgun Clinic for leaders
April 5-6, Macon, MO

Skeet is a new event that will be added to the shooting sports state contest this fall. This is an opportunity for certified volun-
teers to receive hands-on training for Skeet, as well as Sporting Clays and Trap. Participants will shoot the various events,
rules will be reviewed, and instructional ideas for teaching youth will be part of this workshop. This workshop is open only to
current 4-H volunteers previously certified in Shotgun. Check the website for registration information which is due March 25:
http://4h.missouri.edu/go/projects/shootingsports

On-Line Orientation for Volunteers

1. Open a web browser, such as Internet Explorer or Mozilla Firefox
2. Log on at http://blackboard.missouri.edu
3. Select [Login]
4. Enter a username of _kids
5. Enter this password: volunteer
We still need to identify 6. Select [Yes] any time the security information box appears to ask if you want
to display non-secure items
COUNTY-WIDE 7. Select this link located on the left side of the screen: [Online 4-H Volunteer
. Orientation]
PI’OjeCt Leaders! 8. A welcome screen appears and guides the participant through the course.
- Required reading sections include:
If you are W”“ng tobe a A History - Understanding where we have been and how that helps shape
COUNTY-WIDE PROJECT where we are going will lay the foundation for “What the Missouri 4-H Pro-
LEADER, please call the Benton gram is all about”. The basic history and philosophy of the Missouri 4-H pro-

. . gram are explained.

County Extension Office (660) Youth Development and Essential Elements - The principles and philos-

438-5012 and let us know! ophies of positive youth development, including the four essential elements
found in quality 4-H youth development programs, are highlighted.

A Learning Life and Project Skills through Experiential Learning - In 4-H,
we believe young people learn by doing. Children and youth learn two re-
lated but separate skill sets in 4-H: project skills and life skills. By doing fun
4-H projects under the guidance of a volunteer, youth are also learning im-
portant skills that are transferrable to other areas of life.

A Ages and Stages - You work on the front lines with children and youth
from many different age groups and often at the same time! We'll show you
the basic characteristics of the various age groups to help make your job of
working with young people easier.

A Competition - 4-H holds many competitive events. The Missouri 4-H phi-

>

“Many hands make for lighter losophy regarding competition will be addressed in this important unit.
wor ko. A Character - Character development is an integral component of 4-H pro-
¢am iI,'e gramming. Character Counts is explained in this unit.
o o A Safety - This final unit concludes with basic steps to insure the safety of
v everyone.

A Closing Remarks - This section includes closing remarks and credits.

A Link to Required Quiz - This link takes the participant to the required, on-
L line quiz that is housed on the Surveymonkey.com web site. All feedback is
confidential and will be used to improve the volunteer orientation and Mis-
souri 4-H volunteer program.

with

4-H MENTORING
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The February 11™ meeting was can-
celled due to poor weather. Please
check with leaders to find out the next
meeting.

Congratulations goes to Kayley Ree-
dy who completed her regional inter-
view and will now be interviewed at
Congress. Good Luck Kayley! You'd
be a great delegate to National 4-H
Congress.

Don’t forget to get started on those
projects and a special thanks to
project leaders who are helping to
make this possible.

Members met several times during
the month of February to make plans
for skateboarding projects and some
skateboarding events.

Club members are hosting a Take It
Back community briefing on Thurs-
day, March 6, 2008 in the Warsaw
Community Building at 7:30 PM.
They plan to demonstrate that “it is a
community problem and it requires a
community effort to solve it”.

A skate park/recreation center would
provide a safe, alternative “hang-out”
for all youth!
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For more information on the next
meeting call Beth Crouch.

vake Creek Lamplighterg

Kim Wilken applied to run for regional representative. Last weekend she was interviewed in Marshall and was selected,
along with 8 other candidates from Central Region, to run for a regional representative position. Candidates will be intro-
duced at Regional caucuses and will give campaign speeches. Regional elections will be held and installation of new mem-
bers will take place the final morning of State 4-H Congress. Congratulations Kim...Your club is proud of you!

pathfinders

Leslie Neas and her mother attended
the Mid-Mo Photography Club meeting
in February. This allowed them to gath-
er information for Leslie’s love of photo-
graphy. Leslie described the expe-
rience in these words: “l am in photo-
graphy this year. | am very fascinated
with the slides. The only slide show |
have ever seen was a slide show my
brother put together on the computer.
At this meeting | met some very nice
people who love to take pictures. They
were very helpful and | plan on going
every month”.

Leslie serves on County Council as the
photographer. Way to go, Leslie!

eioneerg

The club members met on Feb. 18"
and a special welcome goes to our new
member, Ginger Church!

Members were reminded to get their
enrollment paperwork turned in and to
pay the club dues. A discussion was
held about community service projects
by the club members. Ideas were given
and decisions will be made at the next
meeting. Remember, we still need
some volunteer project leaders.

Lesa Warden and Cindy Harris at-
tended the Volunteer Orientation on
Feb 23rd. and brought back info on the
online training. Our next meeting will
be on March 17", 2008.

gearcherg

Alex Cash is at it again! Alex just got
back from Legislative Academy in Jef-
ferson City. What an experience.

Alex was also selected to run for a re-
gional representative position. She will
be introduced at Regional caucuses
during State 4-H Congress in June.
Way to go!

Good Luck to Brittany Haase, Tiffany
Hasse, and Abby Veale who are going
to be attending the Youth Civic Leaders
Summit in Windermere this weekend!
Watch out for THE EDGE!

Searchers meet the 3" Tuesday at 7:00
PM in the basement of St. Paul’s.




