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Getting Clean Water in an Emergency

Most people could live a long time without food as long as they
had some water according to Terry Egan, nutrition specialist,
University of Missouri Extension. "The body's most important
need is for water," said Egan. After a natural disaster, nutrition
specialists recommend that homeowners consider all water from
wells, cisterns and other delivery systems in the disaster area as
unsafe until tested.

According to Bob Schultheis, natural resource engineering spe-
cialist, University of Missouri Extension, most homes today have
a reserve supply of water built into them. The hot water heater or
water pressure tank would supply many gallons of emergency
water. First, turn off the electric or gas supply to the heater. Turn
off the gas at the intake valve or turn off the electric at thecircuit
breaker for the water heater, or unplug the unit. A person can
obtain water by opening the drain valve at the bottom of the tank.
"In the event of any major disaster affecting area water, you can
prevent contaminated water from entering your house by closing
the main water valve," said Schultheis.

To use the water still in the pipes, turn on the faucet that is lo-
cated at the highest point in your house. This lets air into the sys-
tem. Now, draw water as needed from the faucet that is located
in the lowest point in the house. If the main water valve is
closed, be sure that gas to heat water is turned off to prevent
overheating.

"When a safe supply of water is not available, or if, due to the
disaster, your usual supply becomes unsafe for drinking, you
must treat the water before it can be used for drinking, cooking,
or brushing teeth,” said Egan. There are two ways of treating
water: boiling or adding bleach. If the supply has been made un-
safe because of untreated surface water (floods, streams or
lakes), boiling is the better treatment.

"If the water looks cloudy, it should be filtered before treating.
You may use coffee filters, towels (paper or cottor), cheesecloth
or a cotton plug in a funnel. Use several layers for best results.
You can also use filters designed for camping and backpacking,”
said Egan.

Source: Terry Egan (417) 866-3039
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!
Congratulations to allofthe4-H6 er s wh o
high school during May!
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Warsaw High School held their graduation on May 16.
Graduating at that time were Weston Butterfield, Grant
Pate, and Kayley Reedy.

Lincoln High School held their graduation on May 16 also,
where Heather George and Jake Montemayor graduated.
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Cole Camp High School held their graduation on May 18,
where Dustin Carver and Katie Essley graduated.
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POULTRY/RABBIT SHOW
There was a good turnout to the Poultry/Rabbit Show. Eve-
ryone had lots of fun i and lots of hot dogs and chips, too!
Tony Perriman from Jefferson City was the Poultry Judge and
Brent Fickle from Clinton was the Rabbit Judge. Marilyn and
Frank Montemayor donated a bicycle for the raffle held to pay
for the trophies and the judges, which Ginger Church won.
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CLUB REPORTER DAY
Club Reporter Day details are finally set! On June 30" at
10:30 a.m., reporters should meet at the 4-H Building in Lin-

coln where they will carpoad
paper Plant. More information will be available in the invita-
tions.

GOAT WEIGH-IN AND NOSE PRINT
The goat weigh-in and nose print went off without a hitch.
Thanks to Gene Schmitz for taking time out to organize the
ready to

event . We br e see |
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ACHIEVEMENT DAY
REMINDER i Benton County 4-H Achievement Day will be
held on June 8 at the Warsaw North School Cafeteria.
Sign-in will begin at 1:30 p.m. and demonstrations at 2:00
p.m. Anita Campbell and Homer May have agreed to
serve as judges.

PETTIS COUNTY JR. LIVESTOCK SHOW
The Pettis County Jr. Livestock Show will be held on July
20-July 21, 2008. Poultry, Dairy Goat, and Dairy Cattle
events are planned. Events will be held at the Swine Barn
on the State Fair Grounds. Registration and T-Shirt orders
are due to the Pettis County Extension Office by July 1.
Show booklets and T-Shirt Order Forms are available at
the Benton County Extension Office for anyone interested
in more information.



