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4-H Youth Emergency Preparedness Challenge 

We have just ended our 2008 Benton County 4-H/FFA Fair.  Our 
youth won lots of ribbons, most of them blue, and earned lots of 
plaques and trophies.  None the less, we have to remember that 
the philosophy behind the 4-H program is that the blue ribbon is 
not what we promote; rather we promote ñBlue Ribbon Youthò.    

Historically, our ñBlue Ribbon Youthò have been quick to respond 
to communities in crisis.  Being trained and prepared makes this 
possible.  The need will always be there.  Our community and 
the communities that surround us will always need our assis-
tance.  Recently we were challenged by Mike Cash (Searchers) 
and Marie Payne, CERT Coordinator, to complete a FREE Teen 
CERT Training.  We fell short of the required number of partici-
pants, and so the training was postponed.   

You might ask What is CERT?  Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT).  CERT involves youth as well as adults.  
If we are going to be prepared for any community emergency, 
then we have to train now.  CERT will empower our youth, family 
members, neighbors, and the community with the means to care 
for themselves until more help arrives.  Most of all, CERT con-
nects everyone together.   

Again, this training has been postponed until we can get more 
interest; not need, because the need is always there.  In fact, half 
the challenge is to be ready BEFORE our community needs us.  
Will we be ready when the need arises? 

If you are interested in completing a CERT training, as a Teen or 
an Adult, please let Serenna Wright (660) 438-5012 or Mike 
Cash (660) 668-3349 know so that we can make arrangements 
to get this rescheduled.    

 

Hey, would you be willing to be a county-wide Emergency 
Response Project Leader? 

What about starting an Emergency Response 4-H club 
that would take this project on? 

 
BENTON COUNTY 4-H AND FFA FAIR 

As you know the Benton County 4-H and FFA Fair was 
held July 9-July 12, and was a huge success!!  We had a 
lot of participation from our 4-H clubs and members from 
other counties as well.  The members showed their hard 
work and talent with a lot of outstanding exhibits!  Just look 
at the pictures and results that follow to see just how spe-
cial our fair was! 

                                                                                        
We had opening ceremonies,  

 
with Kayley Reedy singing the National Anthem.   

 
We kicked off the fair with the horse show on July 5.  We 
had a tremendous turnout of talented 4-Hôers and beautiful 
horses. 
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Then on July 6, we had the Fashion Revue.  There was a 
break for a few days then, picking up with the Dairy Show, 
Pet Show, and Dog Show on Wednesday, July 9.   On 
Thursday, July 10, we had the Poultry and Rabbit show, 
followed by the Goat Show.  The Non-Livestock and Coun-
try Cured Ham judging was also held that afternoon.  That 
evening was the Royalty Coronation, and the Public 
Speaking, Chocolate Cake, and Ice Cream Freezing con-
tests.  We finished up the night with an cake and ice cream 
social and family fun and games! 
 

   
 

  
 
On Friday, the 11

th
, we started off early with the Sheep 

Show.  Then the BBQ contest provided a nice lunch for 
everyone!  The Beef Show was that evening was a great 
success.  Again, lots of talented 4-Hôers and a lot of great 
livestock! 
 

  
 

 
 


