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  A unique partnership exists between University of Missouri Extension and local government.  In Bates 

County, weõre proud of the many ways our partnerships with local government, organizations and coalitions 

have worked to help people help themselves.. 

 

This past year University of Missouri Extension had thousands of educational contacts with the citizens of 

Bates County.  Citizens benefited from one-on-one assistance, seminars, services and research-based publi-

cations.  They furthered their formal education through degrees and continuing education.  This annual re-

port highlights just a few of the many programs that made a difference in 2008. 

While extension centers draw from expertise on the four campuses, our extension faculty members are in-

grained in local communities.  Through input from University of Missouri Extension Council of Bates 

County, extension faculty respond to local priorities with programs to enhance economic viability; build 

strong individuals, families and communities; and create and sustain healthy environments. 

 

 

We look forward to a continued presence in Bates County, providing experts to link citizens with local, state 

and federal resources and offering research-based knowledge to help people solve the everyday problems of 

family and business. 

 

Donna Gregory        Sharon Arnold         Al Decker  

Presiding Commissioner     Council Chair         County Program  

              Director  

Bates County     Bates County Extension    Bates County  

Words of Welcome  
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Winter 2008 / Spring 2009 

Dear County Extension Council 

Members, MU Extension Faculty 

and Staff, Community Leaders 

and Guests:  

 

As we begin another year, I want 

to thank you for your continued 

investment in University of Mis-

souri Extension. Your investment 

makes it possible to provide 

educational programs to resi-

dents in your county that are 

Relevant, Responsive, and Re-

liable. In these difficult economic 

times, it is particularly important 

that the programs you support 

show a return on investment. 

 

Recently, the MU Community 

Policy Analysis Center com-

pleted an analysis of the eco-

nomic impact of MU Extension 

programs statewide and found  

that: 

Every 41 million dollar of in-

vestment in a broad range of 

programs:  

*Generates more than $24 mil-

lion in new or retained private 

sector jobs, sales and invest-

ments;  

*More than $1.2 million in 

familiesô reduced health care 

expense;  

*Nearly $2 million in increased 

state, sales, and property 

taxes.  

 

Your Countyôs contribution is 

leveraged with other public 

and private funds, which al-

lows MU Extension to deliver 

$96 million worth of educa-

tional programs. 

 

Each year, MU Extension 

helps more than 1 million Mis-

sourians add value to their 

communities and improve their 

quality of life. The programs 

showcased in your countyôs 

annual report give a snapshot 

of MU Extension at work in 

your community. 

 

If you have ideas or concerns 

to bring to the table, please 

donôt hesitate to write, call or 

email my office. My door is 

open to your best thinking.  

Sincerely  

Michael D. Ouart  

Vice Provost and Director  

 

 

 

 

 

University of Missouri, Lincoln 

University, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture and Local Extension 

Councils Cooperating  

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/ADA INSTITU-

TIONS  

Dear Friends  
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4-H 

 
 

2008 4-H in Bates County  

A community of 610 youths learning leadership, citizenship and life skills 

One of every ten Missourians between the ages of 5 and 18 participated in a Missouri 4-H program in 2008. 

Ongoing participation in extracurricular activities, such as 4-H, can lead to long-term payoffs. Regardless of family background, 
studies find that teens who consistently participate in extracurricular activities from eighth through 12th grade are 70 percent 
more likely to attend college. The College Board's Trends in Higher Education Series says that over their lifetime, college 
graduates will earn an average of $2.5 million, or $1 million more than peers with high school educations.   

Communities reap long-term benefits by supporting programs like 4-H.  Youth engaged in the programs are 60 percent more 
likely to vote than their non-engaged peers.  In addition, 4-H youth are more likely to volunteer and contribute to their commu-
nities than youth participating in other youth programs. 

A study commissioned by the Ohio State University offers this measure of the impact of 4-H programs: Assuming that a 4-H 
experience motivates just 10 percent of Missouri's 110,000 4-H members to receive a bachelorôs degree, 11,000 degrees 
would be earned.  In Bates County this would translate into 61 degrees.  The College Board study suggests that this would 
mean an additional $19,100 in earnings per year for those with a degree.  Increased annual earnings for  just this group 
would be nearly $210.1 million statewide and $1,165,100 for Bates County.  

Sources: Zaff, Jonathan F., and Kristin A. Moore, Angela Romano Papillo, Stephanie Williams.     ñImplications of Extracurricular Activity Participation During Adoles-
cence on Positive Outcomes.ò Journal of Adolescent Research (Vol. 18, Issue No. 06, November 2003).   Technology Partnership Practice Battelle.  "Ohio State Univer-
sity Extension:  A Generator of Positive Economic Impacts for Ohio."  January 2005 http://extension.osu.edu/about/econimpact.php.  Baum, Sandy, and Kathleen 
Payea.  "Education Pays 2004:  The Benefits of Higher Education of Individuals and Society."  College Board, Trends in Higher Education Se-
ries.   www.collegeboard.com  Balsano, A. B., Theokas, C., Phelps, E., Lerner, J. V., & Lerner, R. M. (2006, May). Cacophony and Change in Early Adolescent  After-
School Activities: Implications for Positive Youth Development. Paper presented at the European Association for Research on Adolescence Conference. Antalya, Tur-
key.   

¶ 4-H clubs  

4-H participants = 316*  

Bates County 4-H clubs offer long-term educational experiences in which members learn life skills such as decision making, 
public speaking and working with others.  Members learn by doing under the guidance of adult volunteers, who teach projects 
ranging from aerospace and arts to veterinary science and sport fishing. Clubs also involve children and teens in community 
service, camping and educational trips. 

4-H special -interest programs  

4-H participants = 384*  

Bates County 4-H special-interest programs include conferences, distance learning programs, day camps and other educa-
tional activities, such as character and team building activities at the Butler Youth Center.  They often reach youths with special 
needs, such as those living in group homes or youths who are physically or mentally challenged. 

4-H members supported by 213 youth and adult volunteers  

Time valued at $351,501.12  

Volunteers create, support and are part of the 4-H community.   Missouri 4-H volunteers responding to a survey report they 
contribute on average 96 hours per year. Valuing their time at $17.19 per hour, based on average Missouri incomes, the contri-
bution of Bates County 4-H volunteers was worth more than $351,000 in 2008! 

Sources Corporation for National and Community Service.  "Volunteering in America: 2007 State Trends and Rankings in Civic Li fe."  http://www.nationalservice.gov/pdf/
VIA/VIA_fullreport.pdf   The Independent Sector. ñThe Dollar Value of Volunteer Hours: 2000 ï 2006.ò  http://www.independentsector.org/programs/research/
volunteer_time.html 

4 - H Youth Development  
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https://webmail.um.umsystem.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.sagepub.com/journal.aspx?pid=135
https://webmail.um.umsystem.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://extension.osu.edu/about/econimpact.php
file:\\www.collegeboard.com
http://www.nationalservice.gov/pdf/VIA/VIA_fullreport.pdf
http://www.nationalservice.gov/pdf/VIA/VIA_fullreport.pdf
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