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Dear Barton County Commission and Community,

The Barton County Extension Council enthusiastically submits this 2008 annual report. The pages
you are about to read are a summary of the work the University of Missouri Extension staff com-
pleted during the year.

The preparation required to put this document together allows the Barton County MU Extension
faculty and staff to look back with gratitude for the support the Barton County community has pro-
vided our county office. The support comes frofil 4olunteers, Master Gardeners, members of
the community and the County Commissioners.

This community support allows the Barton County office to be one of the premier MU Extension of-
fices in the state. Programs presented by the Barton County faculty are relevant and localized to
meet the needs of the citizens in the area.

Y The 4H program develops hands activities and service projects that provide lifelong skills
essential for continued community development.

Y The Agriculture programs provide the latest research to local farmers to help curb input cost and
increase production. The Barton County Master Gardeners also devote volunteer hours on com
munity projects and horticultural education hours to citizens in the Lamar area.

Y Family Nutrition and Healthy Living Education is in constant demand frarskatamilies, as
well as the general public, who are interested in improving, developing, and maintaining healthy
lifestyle habits.

Y New entrepreneurs and small business owners seek guidance and business educational
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While this document is a look back at the past year, it also allows the MU Extension office to look to
the future with confidence. Your combined support for our office allows the faculty to maximize

their strengths and abilities. We believe the work at the local office is critical to the overall success
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The Barton County Extension Council invites you to read this summary and seeks your advice and
input.

Submitted by:
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Mary Kuhn Marilyn Swearingen Jay Chism
Council Chairman Council Secretary County Program Director
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Dear Members of the County Commission and the Community:

As we begin another year, | want to thank you for your continued investment in
University of Missouri Extension. Your investment makes it possible to provide
educational programs to residents in your county that are Relevant, Responsive
and Reliable. In these difficult economic times, it is particularly important that
the programs you support show a return on investment.

Recently, the MU Community Policy Analysis Center completed an analysis of the
economic impact of MU Extension programs statewide and found that:

Every $1 million dollar of investment in a broad range of programs:

« Generates more than $24 million in new or retained private sector
jobs, sales and investments;

«  More than $1.2 million in families’ reduced health care expense;

« Nearly $2 million in increased state, sales and property taxes.

Your county’s contribution is leveraged with other public and private funds, which
allows MU Extension to deliver $96 million worth of educational programs.

Each year, MU Extension helps more than 1 million Missourians add value to their
communities and improve their quality of life. The programs showcased in your
county’s annual report give you a snapshot of MU Extension at work in your
community.

If you have suggestions for how MU Extension can better serve your needs,
please contact me or your local Extension Center.
Sincerely,

20, (

Michael D. Quart
Vice Provost and Director

o Provost Brian Foster
Debbie Robison
Beverly Coberly
Sandy Stegall

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Local Extension Councils Cooperating

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/ADA INSTITUTIONS



2008 Highlights

Kathy Macomber joined the University of Missouri Extension staff in
Barton County in February 2008 as a Business Development Specialist.

Rayma Bekebrock Davis, editor of ttemar Democratwas the recipi-
ent of the 2008 Leaders Honor Roll award.

A grant was received to assist Hmong vegetable growers in Southwest
Missouri. Several workshops, harmis demonstrations and onen-
one field visits were made by Jay Chism.

Soil samples, plant identification and plant diseases sent to the Univer-
sity of Missouri labs increased.

Approximately 440 Barton County families received research based in-
formation and activity updates through several newsletters mailed on a
monthly or bimonthly basis.

Jay Chism presents the James R. |
Harrison family their Century
CINY airidayo ¢t KS
the newest Century Farm in
Barton County.

MISSOU i
CENTURY

Newly and reelected 2008
Barton County University of
Missouri Extension council
members are being sworn in.
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Tammy Roberts received the 2008 Human Environ-
mental Sciences Celebration of Excellence Award fo
creative, nontraditional delivery of a program.
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ing campaign which involved five southwest Mis-
souri counties.
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Jay Chism began a two year Ararestry project

with Hammons Products in Stockton, MO to imprave
their production and develop better management
practices. Kathy Macomber provided financial input Jg
and Tammy Roberts helped promote the healthy
nutritional value of black walnuts through articles
and TV demonstrations.

State 4H Key Award Recipient¥/irginia Geddie,
City Clovers4; Stephanie Morgan, LearA-Do
WEeé& [/ Kaay O2YLX S &Rgriculk S 4ty and Beg Burtpng 'wini. ¢
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trip to France and the Czech Republic. Jay is stand- State 4H Public Speaking Contest Winner$ai
ing in a field of wheat in the Czech Republic. Thrasher, 1 Junior Division; Virginia Geddi€! 1

place Humorous Interpretation.

Missouri State Community Betterment Youth
Award-Stephanie Morgan, Lea#Do 4H.

W2KYy 5FyTF2NIK 4L 51 NB
Kailey Roland, City Clover$i4Ben Bunton, Irwin
4-H; Bradley Morgan, LeavDo 4H; Miranda
Blanchard Shiloh 4H.

2008 Barton County 4H Scholarship Recipients
Hugh Nutt ScholarshipRebekah Lanz, Liberal High
School; Vicki RuskhH4 Alumni Memorial Scholar-
ship- Sara Foster and Derrek Wilson; Helen Stettler
4-H Alumni Memorial Scholarshiplo Davis.
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Barton County as the 2008 Missouri State
Farm Family. Rick, Melinda, Tony and Mat-
thew Morgan (from left to right) are recog-
nized by Marion Lucas, Director, Missouri
State Fair; Whitney Wallace, Miss Missouri
State Fair 2008 and Charles Kruse, President,
Missouri Farm Bureau.
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Barton County Extension Council

Chairman

Mary Kuhn, elected member, term ends 2009

Vice Chairman

Darrel Crockett, elected member, term ends 2009
Secretary

Marilyn Swearingen, elected member, term ends 20
Treasurer

Kent Morey, elected member, term ends 2010

Other Members:

Lendi Davis, elected member, term ends 2009
Maureen Moyer, elected member, term ends 2009
Cinda Miller, elected member, term ends 2009
Joe Pace, elected member, term ends 2009

Joe Purinton, elected member, term ends 2009
Sondra Smith, elected member, term ends 2009
Paul Crabtree, elected member, term ends 2010
Nancy Frieden, elected member, term ends 2010
Jerald Lehman, elected member, term ends 2010
Don Lucietta, elected member, term ends 2010
Judy Norton, elected member, term ends 2010
Dale Robertson, elected member, term ends 2010
Lynn Calton, appointed member from City of Lamar

Unique partnership

Barton Countyds Uni

tension County Council is a full partner with

Missouri's lanegrant universities to deliver
high-quality education and researbhsed
information. This helps people solve real

world problems and take advantage of opf

portunities. Council members:
1 Work with extension specialists to

provide the county with quality edu}

cational programs;
1 Manage finances of local extensior
operations;
1 Provide personnel to carry out exte
sion activities; and
1 Elect and organize the local exten-
sion council.

Dennis Wilson, appointed member from Barton County Commission
Chad McCulloch, appointed member from Farm Bureau

Sherry Keith, appointed member from MFA
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Barton County Commissioners

Mike Davis
Presiding Commissioner

Dennis Wilson
District | Commissioner

John Stockdale
District Il Commissioner

ver sit

n-



Staff Members at the Barton County
University of Missouri Extension Center
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Melissa McKarus - - "“\ AAA M Denise Hodson
¥ Nutrition Program Assistan \-,_ Secretary
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Regional Staff Serving Barton County

Ed Browning Natural Resource Engineer, Jasper County
David Burton,Civic Communication, Greene County
John HobbsAgriculture and Rural Development, McDonald County
Jinny Hopp Human Development, Jasper County
Dona FunkLivestock Specialist, Cedar County
Wayne Dietrich Community Development, Taney County
Tom KeohanBusiness and Industry, Taney County
Janet LaFonFamily Financial Education, Jasper County
Robert McNary 4-H Youth, Jasper County
Gaylord Moore Horticulture, Greene County

Tony RickardDairy, Barry County
David Whitson Agriculture Business, Newton County



Agriculture

Agriculture has historically played an important role in Barton County. Although farms and equip-
ment continue to get larger in size, the need for resedselsed information remains constant.
Producers rely on MU Extension to help improve crop production and their net profit.

Plant Protection in the 21 Century
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pest identification, scouting, handling and understanding pesticide labels, pesticide regulations, calibration,
pest identification, safety, storage and IPM. The major overriding goal for the program is to improve the pro-
ANIY LI NIOAOALIYGQa (y26fSR3IS NBIAFNRAY3I alrFS FyR Syogda
Programs offered in Barton County include:

Soybean Rust Scouting and Insect Trappirgarton County sentinel soybean plots were scouted
twice per week at the Dale Robertson farm. Asian soybean rust, although has not presented a problem to local
producers, is still a relative new soybean foliar disease and remained a high priority during the 2008 season.
Insect traps were also used to monitor outbreaks of pests that may damage agronomic crops in the county.
Insects monitored this season included; fall armyworm, true armyworm, European corn borer, Japanese beetle,
stink bug, Western bean cutworm, and corn earworm.

Twilight Wheat Plot Touk, This traditional tour of the MU Variety Testing Plots at the David Sheat
farm allows farmers to observe over 60 varieties of wheat in one location, but also serves as a yearly workshop
G2 RAaAOdzaa Yl 22NJ LJSadta Ay GKS ONERL® ¢tKA&A &aSltazyQa
to the level of foliar diseases that were present. Although many acres of wheat were sprayed with foliar fungi-
cides, field crop scouting and sampling by the MU Extension agronomist in Barton County confirmed that most
of the foliar diseases were viral and not susceptible to fungicide applications. Producers that utilized their
county extension service were able to reduce input costs in several situations.

Soils and Crops ConferengeMU Extension state and regional specialists brought their expertise
and research to share with Barton County farmers. Fungicide use in field crops, good fertility practices, and
livestock management in an era of high corn prices were some of the topics included in the Barton C8unty 82
Annual Soils and Crops Conference. This event is made available by funds provided by the Barton County Com-
mission, Heritage Bank, and US Bank in Lamar.

Field Crop Scouting PrograqiThis program be-
gan in 2008 and will continue in 2009. Twelve producers
participated in this program representing 3100 acres. Farm
ers that have qualified to receive field crop scouting pay-
ments through federal programs are required to participate [
in scouting educational workshops. It is estimated that di- [§
rect payments in this program many be as high as $15,500.
Additional benefits of using these management skills on ad-{l
ditional acres that add to the bottom line should also be em
phasized. This oren-one programming is important for
producers to gain knowledge that help them adopt inte-
grated pest management as part of their farms. This pro-
gram also provides producers a chance to acquire the cur-
rent research based information related to plant protection
and it allows farmers to gain knowledge of current trends
(i.e. Soybean rust) and recommended control measures.

An example of one of the many fields Jay
Chism scouted for disease and pests.
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Beef Production Systems

Commercial Agriculture Beef Togbona Funk, MU Extension Livestock Specialist in Cedar County
FaaAddSR Ay GKA&a adlFriSeARS 0SST G2dzNJ (K ( -callfgpdf dzR S
eration featured talks by speakers Justin Sexten, Commercial Agriculture beef nutritionist, and Scott Poock, ML
Commercial Agriculture dairy veterinarian. Dr. Sexten spoke on strategies for managing feed costs that range
from $200 to $300 annually, to $1000, if open. He told listeners that nutrient need and use must be a priority.
Sexten suggested organizing cows as: "Needs more feed", "Yourggef2s)" and "Fat enough”. He stressed
that owners should sort out neproductive cattle, inventory nutrient supplies and foraigst hay to deter-
mine available nutrients. The final Tour stop was at the Kirby farm, operated by Kyle Kirby, his brother Scott,
father JD, and one employee. Incoming cattle are vaccinated with aMfayrshot upon arrival at the farm and
are then put on high roughage diets. They areaecinated in two to three weeks and then turned on pasture.
9R . NRgyAy3Is a! 9EGSyarzy SyaiaySSNE GFf 1SR | 62dz
building a new facility. Other participants from the University of Missouri Extension Commercial Agriculture
Program, included Joe Horner, dairy and beef specialist; Dr. Vern Pierce, beef economist and Rex Ricketts,
Commercial Agriculture Program Director. Also involved in the success of the Beef Tour were Steve Clubine ar
Dave Darrow, MDC biologists, Clinton, and Jay Chism, MU Extension agronomist, Lamar.

Above: Participants during the Commercial Agriculture Beef
Tour listen to one of the speakers. Right: Kyle Kirby
discussed their operation.

MO Crop Management Systems
The objective of this program is to improve the management of farming systems in order to remain economi-
cally competitive.

Southwest Irrigation ConferenceEd Browning, MU Agriculture Engineering Specialist in Jasper
County was the lead person on this annual event in Barton County. Topics included laser land leveling, using
wireless soil moisture sensors that talk to your computer, soybean rudaromfuel production, and an NRCS
Conservationist provided an update about the North Fork Spring River 319 grant proposal.

Profit Focused Agriculture

Program goals include improving farm financial management through greater use of strategies to reduce risk;
expanding opportunity and wealth through entrepreneurship that links production opportunities with market
demand; and protecting business growth.

Buy Cheap, Sell Higlseventy farmers from around the area attended this program in Barton
County. Kip Cullers, record soybean and corn producer was the featured speaker at this meeting that was de-
veloped to improve the profitability of Barton County farms. Wayne Prewitt, MU Extension Agriculture Busi-
ness Specialist in Vernon County and Virgil Robinson with Pioneer Seed provided presentations about grain
marketing basics and grain market outlooks for the coming years.
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MO-PORK: Increasing Missouri Pork Production
Economics of Commercial AgricultugéAnn Ulmer from University of Missouri Commercial Agricul-
ture provided a workshop to over 100 Barton County people that attended the annual Rural/Urban Day spon-
sored by Lamar Rotary. Ulmer discussed the economical benefits of large commercial animal operations to
local communities that are based on researched economics. Jay Chism and Ann Ulmer also toured the new
Synergy facility at Kenoma prior to the program.

Pasture Based Dairy Systems
This type of management system has a low capital requirement for facilities; therefore most capital is invested
into income generating dairy cows and land which does not depreciate. This two month vacation from milking
is very attractive to producers providing quality family time.
Kenoma Pasture Walk Producers that attended were interested in pastirased dairy systems.
Approximately 35 total producers attended the session. A monthly pasture walk is scheduled throughout the
region.

Missouri Grown

Beginning Vegetable WorkshopThis vegetable
workshop held around the state was made possible by a y
$50,000 grant from EPA. The workshop targeted Amish an
Mennonite communities that were interested in wholesale |
production of vegetables. Information about the event in-
cluded vegetable fertility, pest management, and an intro-
duction to using high tunnels. Thirfgur people attended
the Lamar session of this workshop.

Pepper Tour, Sanjun Gu, State Vegetable Special-
ist with Lincoln University and Patrick Byers, MU Extension
Horticulture Specialist from Greene County, provided infor- =~
mation to local vegetable producers during this esreone -
workshop. The tour provided the new state specialist a Sanjun Gu and Jay Chism visit with a local
chance to visit Barton County and to become familiar with grower during the Pepper Tour.
area growers. Three Amish farms were on the tour.

Private Pesticide Applicator Training
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edge and put new practices into use. The Private Pesticide Applicator Training in Lamar was offered twice in
2008. A total of 86 farmers attended this program enabling them to purchase restristegesticides.

Family Nutrition Education Program

University of Missouri Extension Family Nutrition Education Programs (FNEP) reachecbioe
participants with nutrition education in Barton County during 2008. FNEP provides information on
nutrition, food safety, and physical activity for lifelong health and fithess. Nutrition education for
youths provides information in kitfiendly terms and lessons with handsa activities. Activities in-

clude opportunities for tastéesting healthy foods and practicing skills that lead to good health. Four
hundred seventeen (417) youth participated in FNEP in 2008. Education for adults includes nutrition,
food safety, physical activity, and food resource management. Evaluation data was taken on a sample
of one hundred and ten families participating in FNEP in Barton County.
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