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Dear Barton County Commission and Community, 
 
The Barton County Extension Council enthusiastically submits this 2008 annual report.  The pages 
you are about to read are a summary of the work the University of Missouri Extension staff com-
pleted during the year. 
 
The preparation required to put this document together allows the Barton County MU Extension 
faculty and staff to look back with gratitude for the support the Barton County community has pro-
vided our county office.  The support comes from 4-H volunteers, Master Gardeners, members of 
the community and the County Commissioners. 
 
This community support allows the Barton County office to be one of the premier MU Extension of-
fices in the state.  Programs presented by the Barton County faculty are relevant and localized to 
meet the needs of the citizens in the area. 
 
Ý The 4-H program develops hands-on activities and service projects that provide lifelong skills 

essential for continued community development. 
Ý The Agriculture programs provide the latest research to local farmers to help curb input cost and 

increase production.  The Barton County Master Gardeners also devote volunteer hours on com-
munity projects and horticultural education hours to citizens in the Lamar area. 

Ý Family Nutrition and Healthy Living Education is in constant demand from at-risk families, as 
well as the general public, who are interested in improving, developing, and maintaining healthy 
lifestyle habits. 

Ý New entrepreneurs and small business owners seek guidance and business educational  
       ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨōƻǘǘƻƳ ƭƛƴŜΩΦ 
 
While this document is a look back at the past year, it also allows the MU Extension office to look to 
the future with confidence.  Your combined support for our office allows the faculty to maximize 
their strengths and abilities.  We believe the work at the local office is critical to the overall success 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  a¦ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ά[ŀƳŀǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪέΦ 
 
The Barton County Extension Council invites you to read this summary and seeks your advice and 
input. 
 
Submitted by: 

Mary Kuhn 
Council Chairman 

Marilyn Swearingen 
Council Secretary 

Jay Chism 
County Program Director 
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