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Jack-o-lantern,
Jack-o-lantern,

You are such a funny sight.

As you sit there by the
window, looking out into
the night.

You were once a sturdy
pumpkin, growing on a
curly vine.

Now you are a Jack-o-

lantern, see your night
lights shine.

FALL GARDEN CLEAN-UP
AND PREPARATION
FOR WINTER

Even though the shorter days and cooler
nights of fall are fast approaching, there is still \%
plenty left to do in the yard and garden. Fall is a
good time to do a soil test, re-seed your lawn,
plant trees and shrubs, divide perennials, and
plant spring blooming bulbs.

Now is the time to renovate your lawn. You get the best results with
a fall seeding. Seedbeds should be raked, de-thatched, core-aerified, fertil-
ized, and seeded. Keep newly planted lawn areas moist, but not too wet.

Vegetable garden clean up is important to reduce the number of over
wintering insects and diseases. Eradication of residues from tomato plants or
other vegetation is also a good idea to reduce diseases for next year. Fall
tillage of annual beds and vegetable gardens may expose potential insect lar-
vae to birds and other critters of prey. This is also an excellent time to incor-
porate compost needed by many vegetable and annual beds and to apply
lime if your soil test shows a need.

Fall is a good time to divide perennials, particularly those that bloom
in the spring such as peonies. To keep plants from drying out, dig the plants
on a cool, cloudy day. Make sure each section you divide has at least one bud
and some roots. Plant the divided perennials soon after digging. Not all per-
ennials appreciate fall division, some prefer spring. Make sure your variety is
suitable for fall division before digging. A general rule of thumb is if they
bloom in the spring, divide them in the fall. If they bloom in late summer or
fall, division is best done in the spring.

Dig up tender bulbs like canna, dahlia, gladiolus, elephant's ear and
caladium before the first frost. When the foliage has turned yellow or brown,
you should dig them up and store them for the winter. Check the bulbs for
disease and to see if any are rotting and discard them. Replant bulbs in the
spring after the danger of frost has passed. If you do leave the tender bulbs
in the ground, protect them with a several inches of thick mulch through the
winter.

Fall is the time to plant spring flowering bulbs which must receive a
chilling period required for spring blooms. Prepare your soil before planting
bulbs. Work compost or other rich organic material into your soil to a depth
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of 12". Follow the
directions on the pack-
age for depth of plant-
ing. Not all bulbs are
planted at the same
depth.

If you want your
flowers to develop
seeds, stop deadhead-
ing at the end of the
season. Once the flow-
ers are dead, cut them
and allow them to dry.
Remove the seeds by
crumbling the dried
flower head into a con-
tainer. Separate the
seeds from the debris
and put them in a la-
beled envelope for next
spring. Another option
is to let them fall to the
ground and re-seed
naturally.

Protect roses from
winter damage by cov-
ering them with 8-1 2 0
of soil or mulch. Prune
the canes ba
to prevent damage from
winter winds. Trees and
shrubs with dead, dis-
eased or broken
branches can also be
pruned at this time.
Protect newly planted
trees from winter injury
and rodent damage
with a tree wrap. Apply
the wrap in late fall and
remove it in early
spring. Wait until late
winter or early spring to
prune fruit trees and
grapevines.
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FALL PLANTING OF BULBS

Now is the time to be shopping for and planting your spring bulbs such
as crocus, tulips, hyacinths, and daffodils. Spring flowering bulbs need time to
develop a root system before winter sets in. You should wait until the soil tem-
perature falls below 60 degrees F before planting the bulbs. That means waiting
to plant until late September or October.

You can buy bulbs at most garden centers, or if you have enough time,
order them through catalogs. By choosing different varieties, you can enjoy
spring flowers from late winter to early summer. For an early bloom, plant cro-
cuses and snowdrops. Daffodils bloom next, followed by tulips, squill, and grape
hyacinth.

When purchasing bulbs, buy only top quality bulbs, ones that are large,
firm, and of good color. Cheap bulbs will only produce poor, or sometimes even
no, flowers. Choose a site that is well-drained and receives at least six hours of
direct sunlight a day. If the soil is poorly drained, consider raised beds. To pre-
pare planting beds, dig up six to eight inches of soil. Add peat moss or other
organic matter, then mix in fertilizer containing phosphorus such as rock phos-
phate, superphosphate, or special bulb fertilizer. If rodents or other small mam-
mals are a problem, bone meal will only attract them. You can help avoid dig-
ging problems by placing a fine wire mesh over the bulb bed. Or place sharply
crushed rocks or shells you can buy for this purpose around bulbs at time of
planting. You can find these at garden centers or feed stores.

Bulbs often look best planted in groups or clumps rather than in
rows. For a nice show of color, plant bulbs in front of evergreen shrubs or
among perennials and other flowering shrubs. Formal tulips look best planted in
beds in symmetrical arrangements while daffodils should be planted in
"naturalized" or informal plantings.

Pant b upright, pointed ends up, at the recommended depth. As a
thumb s should be planted three times as deep as the bulb's great-
est dimension. Use a shovel, trowel, or bulb planter, and space bulbs according
to size. Large bulbs such as tulips and daffodils should be placed four to six
inches apart. Smaller bulbs such as crocus, snowdrops, and squill should be
placed one to two inches apart.

When plants emerge in spring, fertilize lightly with bulb fertilizer at least
two inches from the plant. Once flowers fade, use scissors or clippers to remove
the flower parts and stem before the plant produces seed pods. However, let the
leaves remain until they have turned yellow and died down, so the bulbs get
plenty of nourishment for the following spring's display. You can camouflage the
bulb foliage by planting summer annuals around the bulbs once the danger of
frost is past.

Although most spring-flowering bulbs are perennials, you may need to
replant tulips and hyacinths each year as these blooms aren't as vigorous the
following bloom seasons. Daffodils, scilla, and crocus, on the other hand, are
stronger and spread further with each bloom season, so are best left undis-
turbed. If bulbs become overcrowded, with fewer and smaller flowers, they may
need dividing. Under ideal conditions this may be every two or three years. The
best time is when the foliage begins to turn yellow. Replant immediately, follow-
ing the fertilizer and planting recommendations described above. If you need to
move perennial spring-flowering bulbs, it is best to do so after bloom before the
foliage dies and yoYuo uc acnadbnt pfoitn dt htehne,
planting in a group or in a row to allow the leaves to die back normally.



| T6S PUMPKI N TI ME'!

Pumpkins can be harvested when they have developed a deep, uniform, orange color and the rind is
hard. Pumpkins can remain in the garden through a light, vine-killing frost. A light frost will not damage the
pumpkins themselves. However, all mature pumpkins should be harvested before temperatures drop into the
mid to | ow 206s. Green, immature pumpkins wil!/ not

When harvesting pumpkins, handle them carefully to avoid cuts and bruises. Use a sharp knife or
hand pruners to cut the fruit from the vine. Leave several inches of stem attached to each fruit. A pumpkin
with a 3 to 5 inch stem is more attractive than one without a stem. Also, pumpkins are less likely to rot if the
stem is attached. Do not carry pumpkins by their stems. The stems may not be able to support the weight of
the pumpkin and may break off.

After harvest, pumpkins need to be cured at a temperature of 80 to 85 degrees F, with a relative hu-
midity of 80 percent for 10 days. Curing helps harden their skins and heal any cuts and scratches. Curing also
enhances color and ensures a longer post-harvest life. To ensure the pumpkin lasts a long time, it can be
cleaned with a 10 percent bleach solution. It can also be sprayed with the bleach solution or dipped in it.

Pumpkins that are harvested, cured, and stored properly should be in excellent condition for painting
or carving, or for use in fall decorations, and can be stored for several months.

OREGON AGRICULTURE

I spent the week of September 20-25 in Portland, Oregon for
the National Association of County Agriculture Agents, where I had the |©
opportunity to present on the wo it
Growno program. | also had sever to
areas of the state as well as a few tourist sites. Thirty-five of us from :
Missouri attended this conference. I traveled from Missouri to Oregon
with Darla Campbell, extension ag-business specialist, located in the
Schuyler County Extension office in Lancaster. When we arrived we :
rented a car and went to see Mount St. Helens. At 8:32 am on May 18, ﬁmbefline at ,;/It Hood
1980, a 5.1 magnitude earthquake shook Mount St. Helens, triggering a ' '
massive explosion. The release of trapped gases inside the volcano sent 1,300 vertical feet of mountaintop
rocketing outward toward the north. Super-heated ash roared 60,000 feet into a cloudless blue sky. The cata-
clysmic blast carrying winds that reached 670 miles per hour and temperatures of 800 degrees Fahrenheit,
flattened 230 square miles of forest.

We also visited the Oregon coast from Cannon Beach to Depoe Bay. Getting there we passed through
beautiful forests of Douglas Fir trees. Once there we saw beautiful beaches, sea stars, sea anemones, and
other various creatures and plants. The water was very cold. Going down the coast we passed through Ore-
gondés dairy country and stopped at the Tillamook Che
ing back to Portland we passed through the Willamette Valley known for its vineyards and wineries, hazel-
nuts, berries, vegetables, Christmas trees, nursery and greenhouse products, and grass seed production.

The last day of the conference we went on a tour to Multnomah Falls, Columbia River Gorge, and Mt.
Hood and the Mt. Hood River Valley. This area is known for its summer and winter pear production. Certain
areas of Washington and Oregon grow 80% of the nat

Northwest Pear logo, they are recognized world-wide for unsurpassed quality. What surprised me about this
area is that pear orchards in these states can be 60-80 years old and still very productive. We have 60 year
old pear trees here and there in Missouri, but to have a productive, commercial orchard that old, was very
surprising to me. In Missouri, an orchard can last 40 years if maintained. I also learned that these pears pro-
duced in the Mt. Hood River Valley are not ripe when picked. Pears do not ripen well on a tree, and are
picked when mature, but not yet ripe. We were told that they are put in cold storage for a couple of weeks
then taken out to ripen. They must have a chilling period. Our last stop on this tour was to the timberline of
Mt. Hood. There was no snow on the mountain, but there was some glacial ice.

Overall, we had a great time and learned a lot about horticulture/agriculture in the Northwest part of
our country.
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GARDENING TIPS FOR OCTOBER

ORNAMENTALS

Plant spring bulb flowers.

Continue watering, especially evergreens if soils are dry.

Container grown and balled & burlapped trees and shrubs can be
planted. Loosen the soil in an area 5 times the diameter of the root
ball before planting. Mulch well after watering.

For best bloom this winter, Christmas Cactus, potted azaleas, and
kalanchoe may be left outdoors until night temperatures drop to
about 40 degrees.

Cannas and dahlias can be dug when frost nips their foliage. Allow
plants to dry in an airy, frost-free place before storage.

Spring bulbs for forcing can be potted up now and stored in a cool,
frost-free place until time to bring indoors, usually for 12-15 weeks.
Transplant deciduous trees after they have dropped their leaves.

FRUIT

Persimmons start to ripen, especially after frost.

Monitor fruit plantings for mouse activity and take steps for their own
control if present.

Place wire guards around trunks of young fruit trees for protection
against mice and rabbits.

VEGETABLES

Continue harvesting tender crops before frost.

Harvest winter squash and pumpkins before frost.

Dig sweet potatoes before a hard freeze.

Gourds should be harvested

Sow cover crops such as winter rye after crops are harvested.

TURFGRASS

Seeding should be finished by October 15.

Continue mowing lawns until growth stops.

Winterize lawn mowers before storage.

Keep leaves raked to prevent smothering grass.

Broadleaf herbicides can be applied now to control cool season
weeds such as chickweed and dandelion.

Now is a good time to apply lime if soil tests indicate the need.

MISCELLANEOUS

Week 1-Fall color begins
Week 3-Begin peak fall color in maples, hickories, and oaks.
Week 4-End of peak fall color.

- Missouri Botanical Garden-

UPCOMING
EVENTS

October 5: Fabius MG club
meeting, 7:00 Presbyterian
Church, Memphis.
October5: AWi nter i zi
Lands c,a/@@pm at Heri-
tage House Realty in Kirksville.
October 6: Heartland MG
meeting, 7 pm, home of the
Lineberryds in
October 6: Salt River MG
meeting, 7 p.m., Palmyra Ses-
quicentennial Building.

October 13: Sullivan County
MG meeting, American Legion
Building, 6:30 p.m., Milan.
October 13: Magic City MG
meeting. Harvest Dinner at Vir-
ginia Dyke's home at Madison.
October 17: 7th Annual Mis-
souri Chestnut Roast, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., MU Horticulture and
Agro-forestry Research Center,
New Franklin, MO.

October 20: Kirksville Area
MG club meeting, 7:00 pm,
Adair County Extension Center.
October 26: Macon-Shelby
MG meeting, 7:00 pm, Macon
County Extension Center; pro-
gram-hybrid varieties and saving
seeds.

November 12: Cut flower
Workshop, Missouri State Fruit
Experiment Station, 8:30-4:00,
Mtn. Grove, MO. For more infor-
mation go to: http://
mtngrv.missouristate.edu/
mercial/CutFlower.htm
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