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Spring is nature's
way of saying,
"Let's party!"'

- Robin Williams

“"SPRING FORWARD"” WITH THE
MACON-SHELBY MASTER GARDENERS

The Macon-Shelby Master Gardeners invite you to
“Spring Forward” at their day long educational event.
The program will be held in Macon on Saturday, April 4,
2009, and feature a variety of gardening related topics
and vendors. The event will be held at the Macon Vo-
Tech School from 9 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.

The workshop will offer a variety of gardening

topics for everyone from the novice gardener to the

4§ seasoned Master Gardener. The concurrent sessions will

' / Y allow participants to pick from topics such as “Clean

Green” (herbal products that you can make for every-

day use), “Wild Things” (how to forage and identify edibles in the wild), “Landscape

101" (basics of garden and landscape design), “Landscape 102" (advanced landscape

design), "Black Gold” (composting and raising worms to aid in the production of com-

post), “What's Blooming” (how to have a colorful garden through the seasons), and

“Companions Wanted” (how to grow plants together naturally to repel insects without
the use of chemicals).

The keynote speaker, James Quinn, horticulture specialist with University of
Missouri Extension in Jefferson City, MO, will present a program called “Healthy Yards
for Clear Streams”. This is a program designed to be more environmentally friendly
and reduce fertilizer and pesticide use and minimize run off into our rivers and
streams. James worked as a research assistant for Campbell Soup Company’s Insti-
tute for Research and Development. He later worked as a wholesale greenhouse
manager in Michigan. His job as a regional horticulture specialist has him serving resi-
dents and commercial growers in central Missouri.

Other speakers include Glenna Olson, Muddy River Herb Guild president, Deb
Damhorst of Ohio Street Originals in Quincy, IL, Tony Sloan, owner and operator of
Cedar Lane Nursery, Pat Greenwell, agriculture instructor and owner of Shelby County
Implements, Sam and Sandra Fleak, Kirksville Area Master Gardeners, and Jane Hays,
Macon County Master Gardener and organic grower.

The cost for the event is $20, which includes lunch. Pre-registration is re-
quired by March 16, and classes will be filled on a first-available basis. For more infor-
mation, or to request a brochure, contact the Macon County Extension Center at
(660) 385-2173 or the Adair County Extension Center at 660-665-9866.

I MASTER GARDENER ONLINE REPORTING
I

[
[
Master Gardeners are now able and encouraged to report their volunteer :
I | hours online. You can enter your activities online as you do them. Go to this website |
:to do your reporting: http://momgreports.rjjacob.com/index.php. Follow the required :
,steps and if you have any problems let me know. I
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GARDENING ON A BUDGET

By: Sandra Kuykendall-Lombard, free-lance writer

Gardening can get very expensive. Potting soil, fertilizer, flowers, plants, and shrubs can quickly cut into a
budget. But there are ways you can do your gardening and make your money go a lot farther.

First of all, shop around. Nurseries aren't the only place to purchase your plants. Most local grocers, farmers
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markets, and flea markets are excellent places to find great deals. One idea is to
shop the end of season sales at nurseries and garden departments because they
often get rid of current stock to make room for their new plants and shrubs in
season. Plants are marked down significantly at end of season sales.

Also, try shopping during weekday mornings and make an effort to cultivate rela-
tionships with nursery employees. They can be very valuable in your quest for
sale items and markdowns.

Swapping bulbs and plants with friends, neighbors and family is a great way to
garden with little or no expense. You can trade plant clippings, bulbs and other
plant material. Just clip a small part of your plant to trade with your friend

or neighbor. This is how I got many of the houseplants I have today. They started
out as clippings received from my mother and now they are full grown plants!

Try gardening with everyday containers. Let's face it — store bought containers can get expensive so why not
use what you already have at home? Old wheelbarrows, toolboxes, wagons and various other items that you have lying
around your home make excellent planters! Simply drill holes in your container and add some pebbles or stones before

adding any soil to insure good drainage.

Recycle items that you already have on hand. An old baby changing table can be turned into a potting table for
your gardening materials and tools. All you need is a new coat of paint and water sealer for it. Unused rocks and/or
bricks make attractive flower bed edges. Dig a narrow trench around your flower bed and place bricks diagonally along
the edges. And don't forget that leftover paint you have in your basement or garage can decorate pots and containers.

If you think about it, you have many resources to choose from to help you garden on a tight budget, so why not

start gardening today?
Happy gardening!

FARMERS’ MARKET
WORKSHOP &
ORGANIZATIONAL
MEETING TO BE HELD
IN MEMPHIS

A Farmers’ Market workshop and organizational
meeting will be held at the First Baptist Church, 910 N.
Weaver Street in Memphis on Thursday, March 26 from
9:30 am until 3:30 pm. The workshop is open to all inter-
ested persons. Topics to be covered include: establishing
& organizing a farmers’ market with group discussion,
marketing the market, making consumers stop at your
market space, health issues, customer communications
(verbal & non-verbal communication), labeling and & pric-
ing your products (licenses, legal concerns, packaging &
grading), and group discussion and planning of Scotland
County Farmers’ Market. There is no cost to attend. For
more information and to register for this workshop call
the Schuyler County Extension Center at 660-457-3469.

TRIP TO POWELL GARDENS
PLANNED MAY 2

The Fabius Master Gardeners of Memphis, MO
are planning a spring trip to Powell Gardens on Saturday,
May 2. They will also make a stop at the Shelter Insur-
ance Gardens in Columbia on the way home. They have

made arrangements
to have a 48 passen- §
ger charter bus. The
trip is open to all in-
terested Master Gar-
deners and guests.
The cost will be
around $40 and you |
will be responsible for
buying your own

lunch or you can bring your lunch. If you are interested in
going on this trip, contact Dora Monroe, at 660-945-3764
for more information or to sign up. Thanks to the Fabius
MG'’s for organizing this wonderful opportunity to see
such beautiful gardens!




PRUNING, NOT TOPPING,
BEST IF DONE IN FEBRUARY OR MARCH

Late February or March is the best time to prune trees and some shrubs in
northeast Missouri. Pruning should be done for a purpose. Dead limbs, crossed
limbs, wind damage or overhanging limbs that are a threat to a house are all rea-
sons that justify pruning of trees. A healthy tree planted where it has room to
grow to its natural size and form may need little or no pruning after it becomes
established. Yearly pruning during the first few years after planting will often help
the tree to become established and to develop a structure that is both strong and
aesthetically pleasing. Occasional pruning may be required throughout the life of
the tree to remove the broken, dead or dying branches or those interfering with
pedestrian or automobile traffic. However, once established, most shade trees
need not be pruned on a regular schedule.

Although the best time for pruning most trees and shrubs is in early spring while the plants are still dormant,
spring flowering shrubs should not be pruned at that time. If you prune them in late winter or early spring, the flowers
for that season will be lost. For that reason, spring flowering shrubs are usually pruned as soon as flowering has been
completed. Shrubs that flower in the summer are best pruned in early spring. Avoid major pruning in late summer and
early fall pruning, as this may force late growth that will be damaged by freezing.

Homeowners also sometimes prune trees to limit their size, especially those growing under power lines. This
method of control is unfortunate. It is more preferable to select a low-growing tree if it is to be planted near or under a
power line. That way, they won't need to be pruned. Homeowners should consider the mature size of a tree when
planting one near a house or building. Tree “topping” is the non-selective cutting of all the branches of the tree. It can
be as non-invasive as reducing the length of all the tree limbs or as extreme as only leaving the trunk of the tree and
some short branches of the main trunk. There is never a good time for topping. Some folks believe topping concen-
trates the vigor of the tree into a reduced area but actually the opposite happens. The limbs that rapidly grow back are
weaker and more vulnerable to damage. Topping also exposes larger limb cuts to insects, disease and rot. A home-
owner is effectively reducing the life of the tree by topping it. The tree may live for many years afterward, but its life
will be shortened over the genetic potential of the tree, had topping not occurred. For more information on pruning
trees and shrubs contact your county extension center.

If you need information on pruning fruit trees or bramble fruits (blackberry, raspberry) you can download MU
extension guides from this website: http://extension.missouri.edu/explore/agguides/hort/#Fruit or contact me at the
Adair County Extension Center.

GARDENING TIPS FOR MARCH

VEGETABLES ALL MONTH:

o Fertilize the garden as the soil is being prepared for planting. Unless directed otherwise by a soil test, 1-2 pounds of
12-12-12 or an equivalent fertilizer per 100 square feet is usually sufficient.

Cultivate weeds and remove old, dead stalks of last years’ growth from the asparagus bed before new spears emerge.
Delay planting if the garden soil is too wet.

Asparagus and rhubarb roots should be planted as soon as the ground can be worked.

Plant peas, lettuce, radishes, mustard greens, turnips, Irish potatoes, spinach, and onions (seeds and sets) outdoors.
Plant beets, carrots, parsley, and parsnip seeds outdoors. Set out broccoli, cabbage, Brussels sprouts, Chinese cab-
bage, and cauliflower transplants into the garden.

o Start seeds of tomatoes, peppers, and eggplants indoors.

ORNAMENTALS:

To control Iris borer, clean up and destroy old foliage before new growth begins.

Fertilize bulbs with a “bulb booster” formulation broadcast over the planting beds.

Loosen winter mulches from perennials cautiously.

Dormant mail order plants should be unwrapped immediately. Keep roots from drying out.

Trees, shrubs, and perennials may be planted as soon as they become available at local nurseries.

Seeds of hardy annuals such as larkspur, bachelor’s buttons, Shirley and California poppies should be direct sown in
the garden now. Continued on page 4
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(Continued from paga)

Heavy pruning of trees should be complete before growth
occurs. Trees should not be pruned while the new leaves
are growing.

Summer and fall blooming perennials should be divided in
spring.

Apply sulfur to the soils around acid-loving plants such as
Azaleas, Rhododendrons, Hollies, and Dogwoods. Use a
granular formulation at the rate of %2 pound per 100
square feet.

Apply a balanced fertilizer such as 6-12-12 to perennial
beds when new growth appears.

Spring bedding plants such as pansies and toadflax may
be planted now.

Ornamental grasses should be cut to the ground just as
the new growth begins.

Gradually start to pull back mulch from rose bushes.

FRUITS:

Gradually remove mulch from strawberries as the weather
begins to warm.

Continue pruning grapes. Bleeding causes no injury to the
vines.

Continue pruning apple trees. Burn or destroy prunings to
minimize insect or disease occurrence.

Cleft and splice grafting can be done now. This must be
completed before the rootstocks break dormancy.

Apply dormant oil sprays on a dry day when freezing tem-
peratures are not expected.

Spray peach trees with a fungicide for the control of
peach leaf curl disease.

Aphids begin to hatch on fruit trees as the buds begin to
open.

Peaches and nectarines should be pruned just before they
bloom.

Mulch all bramble fruits for weed control.

HOUSEPLANTS:

Repot root bound plants, moving them to containers 2
inches larger in diameter than their current pot.

LAWN AND TURF:

Mow lawns low to remove old growth before new growth
begins.

Apply controls for wild garlic. It will take several years of
annual applications for complete control.

Apply broadleaf herbicides now for control of cool-season
perennial and annual weeds. These must not be applied
to areas that will be seeded soon.

Over seed thin spots and bare patches in the lawn now.

MISCELLANEOUS:

Set up nesting boxes for bluebirds.

Red Maples begin to bloom.

Spicebush is blooming in moist woodlands.
Watch for fuzzy blooms of the Pussy Willows.

-Missouri Botanical Garden-

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 2: Fabius Master Gardener club meeting,
6:30 Presbyterian Church, Memphis.

March 3: Heartland Master Gardener club meet-
ing; 7 pm, Brookfield Area Career Center.

March 3: Salt River Master Gardener mtg; 7 pm,
Palmyra Sesquicentennial Bldg, prgm: Invasive species.
March 6: State Master Gardener Advisory Board
meeting; Columbia, 9-4.

March 7: Maple Sugaring at Sandhill Farm. 1-5
pm; Help us collect maple sap and boil it down! For di-
rections, call 660 883 5543 or mail@sandhillfarm.org
March 7: The Gardener’s Palette; John Wood Com-
munity College, Quincy, IL. 9:00-3:30, $40.

March 10: Sullivan County Master Gardener
meeting, 6:30 pm, American Legion Building in Milan.
March 10: Magic City Master Gardener meeting.
6:30 pm, Jo Merrill's home.

March 12: High Tunnel Workshop, State Fruit Ex-
periment Station, Mountain Grove, MO. Day long work-
shop on growing vegetables, fruit and ornamentals in
high tunnels. Registration fee $20, includes lunch and
handouts. Contact Pamela Mayer at 417-547-7533 or
PMayer@MissouriState.edu.

March 16: Pesticide Applicator Training at Adair
County Extension Center, 7 pm. If you need to renew or
get a license to purchase restricted use pesticides, attend
this training or the one scheduled for your county.
March 17: Kirksville Area MG club meeting, 7 pm,
Adair County Extension Center.

March 22-26: Master Gardener International Con-
ference, Las Vegas. See http://www.unce.unr.edu/imgc/.
March 23: Macon-Shelby Master Gardener meet-
ing, 7 pm, Macon County Extension Center.

March 26: Farmers’ Market workshop and organ-
izational meeting; see page 2 for information.

April 4: “Spring Forward” educational workshop:
Macon Vo-Tech School. See front page for details.
April 8: Spring Flower Arranging class in Kirks-
ville, $6. Call the Adair County Extension Center in mid-
March for more details and to register at 660-665-9866.
Pre-registration is required.

April 16: Adair County Lady Landowner Work-
shop, MDC building, Kirksville. Pre-registration re-
quired. Call the SWCD office at 660-665-3274, x3. No
cost to attend.

May 2: Trip to Powell Gardens; see article.

UNTVERSITY OF MISSOURI

BExtension Garden Talk!

Jennifer Schutter, University of Missouri Extension
Horticulture Specialist

503 E. Northtown Road, Kirksville, MO 63501-1999
schutterjl@missouri.edu 660-665-9866



mailto:mail@sandhillfarm.org
mailto:PMayer@MissouriState.edu
http://www.unce.unr.edu/imgc/

