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Friday & Saturday: May 16& 17", 2008
Northern Star Restaurant
2015 North Missouri Street (Highway — North Edge of Macot
Macon MO
$75 First Person / $35 For Second Pe~ Per Farm or Firm
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For Information Call: 66-3852616, Extension 3 or 6-895-5123

SULLIVAN COUNTY 4-H & FFA FAIR
July 8" & 9" thru 12", 200¢
American Legion Field
Milan MO

LINN COUNTY 4-H & FFA FAIR
July 12" thru 20", 2008
Linn County Fairgrounds
Brookfield MO

NEMO DISTRICT FAIR
July 14" thru 19", 2008
Fairgrounds
Kirksville MO

MASTER GARDENER TRAININC
Monday Nights  August 18 thru November 1", 2008
Kirksville MO
(Registration Forms will be Available in Ju
For Mcre Information Contact: Jennifer Schutter at-665-9866
Or e-mail her atschutterjl@ missouri.e(




Farm Management Notes
Joseph Koenen
660-947-2705

PLANNING DOWN THE ROAD -

THE WAY THINGS ARE NOW?

| know that thinking ahead is not

most folks (including me) strong suit. While
farmers need to do that, our current farm
situation has made that more difficult than it
ever was. However, I'm going to tell you it's
still critical and there are some ways to at
least attempt to do that.

The Current Crop Situation

| don’t have to tell any of you how

much fertilizer, fuel and seed prices have
risen since last year. Many dealers are hard
pressed to even give you a price. So how can
you plan with things like this? Here are a
few ideas that will help (hopefully):

~ utilize updated budgets The FAPRI

web site has recently updated theirs to better
reflect our current situation. Of course,
things are changing rapidly but you can use
your own figures (and should). The web site
is www.fapri.missouri.ed@and go to the
farmer’s corner on the right and go to crop
budgets. There is a March 08 update at the
top.

~ keep up with the markets Marketing

your crop is a challenge but the main one
with current prices is when prices are above
average. Again, there are several aids on the
FAPRI web site to assist you in that,
including weekly market reports, marketing
plans and decision tools. | urge you to check
it out. There are many other places with
market outlook information too.

~ keep spending in checkCosts have gone
up dramatically so monitoring them and not
overspending is a key. Fertilize to soil test
recommendations, make certain machinery
is running at peak efficiency and shop for
the best prices you can find. That includes
custom rates as well as those things you do

on your own. l

The Current Livestock Situation

While those of you that raise crops

may at least be pleased with our current crop
prices, our livestock producers have been
given a “double hit”. Fertilizer costs rising areetl
prices as well have put you all in a

squeeze. Is there really anything you can do
as far as planning?

~ feeding what is neededWhen feed prices
were lower, overfeeding or underfeeding
may not have cost you greatly. Now it can.
Know what your feeds are nutritionally by
testing them or having us run a ration for
you. Feeds such as hay and even corn vary
greatly so this is important.

~ compare feeds and their costThere are
several feeds that are convenient that are not
very cost effective. Look for the lower cost
alternative or even alternative feeds where it
makes economic sense.

~ keep up with the livestock marketslt is

a critical time to keep up-to-date with what

is happening with livestock markets. You
can do that several places including the Ag
Bulletin board atvww.agebb.missouri.edu
Click on farm marketing for information.
Don't forget that Extension is here to

help you wherever we can as well. Good
managers will survive as long as they do a
good job of planning, making decisions and
tracking income and expenses. You can
contact your county office or any of us that
write an article in this newsletter.

CUSTOM RATES/CASH RENTAL

RATE GUIDES UPDATE

Two of our more popular guides are

the 302 “Custom Rates for Farm Services in
Missouri” and 427 “Cash Rental Rates in
Missouri”. | get requests for these quite
often. They get updated every couple of
years but with our current climate that
means they are out of date.

I’'m suggesting you figure an



additional 15 to 20% on custom rates that
require very much fuel such as planting,
haying, combining and such. In some cases
it might need even more than that but that’s
a starting point.

Keep in mindthat custom rates

include the machinery and operator so if
you’re renting equipment only, the figure
needs to be adjusted too. You can contact
me (947-2705) okoenej@missouri.edid

you need a guide for machinery rental
although it does not include everything by
any means.

Cash rental rates are more of a

struggle. Rates have increased a lot in a
short period of time. If you need to know,
contact me instead of using the guide as it is
no longer even clos&ememberthat these
are guides only and not something set in
stone. We are planning to update it this
summer so if you cash rent and receive a
survey, please fill it out. If you don't get one
and would fill it out, please contact your
local office and let them know. Individual
information is kept confidential as these are
used for summaries only!

CENTURY FARM PROGRAM
AVAILABLE AGAIN THIS YEAR

Missouri’s popular Century Farm

program is available again this year if you
act right away. The deadline for this year’s
program isMay 15thso don’t wait if you're
interested.

The requirements for the program

include: (1) The same family must have
owned the farm for 100 consecutive years or
more as of December 31, 2008 (2) The line
of ownership from the original settler or
buyer may be through children,
grandchildren, siblings, and nephews or
nieces, including through marriage or
adoption and (3) The present farm shall
consist of no less than 40 acres of the
original land and shall make a financial
contribution to the overall farm income.
Financial contribution could be cash rent,
lease hunting and timber sales that one
might not think about normally.

The cost for this year’s program is

$35 (if you apply by May 1st) and includes a
certificate, booklet, and 2-sided metal sign.

You can fill out an application one of 2
ways: come into the Extension Office and
fill out the form or do it online at
www.extension.missouri.edu/centuryfarm/
and click on application.

GUIDES AVAILABLE AT YOUR

LOCAL EXTENSION OFFICE OR

ONLINE AT
www.extension.missouri.edu/explore/agguides
Guide 810 — Missouri Fencing and

Boundary Laws

Guide 453 — Farmer’s Liability for their
Animals

Guide 600 — Crop Marketing Plan



LIVESTOCK NOTES
Chris Zumbrunnen
660-265-4541

HAY ACREAGES

| have had a lot of questions about hay
acreages and if there were any predictions out
about hay supplies for next winter. | ran
across a USDA report that does give some
information as to what next year’s hay
situation may look like. Based on this report
you may want to make sure you have hay
supplies for next winter located.

USDA'’s March 31 Prospective Plantings
report does little to alleviate worries that hay
supplies will become even tighter in the
coming year. The agency says growers expect
to harvest 60.6 million acres of it this year,
2% fewer than in 2007.

Harvested acreage is expected to drop
throughout most of the Great Plains,
Southeast and Southwest. Texas is expected
to have the largest decrease — 390,000 acres.
South Dakota and Nebraska are expected to
be down 300,000 and 150,000 acres,
respectively. However, acreage is forecast to
increase in most states in the northern Great
Plains, Western Mountain regions and
Northeast.

Corn growers intend to plant 86

million acres of corn for all purposes, down
8% from last year’s acreage, which was the
highest since 1944. Soybean acreage is
forecast at 74.8 million, an 18% increase but
1% below the record set in 2006.

Acreage of all types of wheat is estimated at
63.8 million, up 6%. USDA says growers
planted 46.8 million acres of winter wheat,
4% more than they planted the previous year.

FINDING GOOD INFORMATION TO
HELP YOU KEEP CURRENT

All the volatility in the grain markets can
greatly change the value of cattle from one
week to the next. If you want a location to

Find the information to help you keep better
informed on what is going on with planting,
weather effects and grain supplies | would
recommend this web site.
http://agebb.missouri.edu/mkt/index.htm.
There is information on the weekly

cattle outlook by Ron Plain and Glenn
Grimes, crop report commentaries by Melvin
Brees and market reports from across
Missouri as well as a lot of other information.
| think one of the best things about these
reports is that they are written so that you
don’t have to be a broker to understand them.
If you are trying to decide on pricing

or locking in feed for next winter an excellent
site for information on the various by-product
feeds available in this area can be found at:
http://agebb.missouri.edu/dairy/index.htm.

USING YOUNG BULLS IN MULTI-SIRE
PASTURES & COW-TO-BULL RATIOS

With spring bull turn out time getting

closer there have been a lot of questions asked
about bull usage and trying to cut costs by
using fewer bulls. | borrowed some
information from Glenn Selk, OSU Extension
Animal Reproduction Specialist, that |

thought answered those questions well.
Producers often ask about the use of young
bulls in the same breeding pasture with older,
larger bulls. In most instances, this is a
practice that should be discouraged if at all
possible. Young bulls will normally lose the
battle of deciding who the dominant

individual is in the breeding pasture. In some
cases young bulls that have been severely
“whipped” are less aggressive breeders after
that incident.

Australian data on multi-sire pastures have
shown that some young bulls gain a dominant
role as they mature and breed a large
percentage of the cows. Other bulls will not
gain that dominant status, and only breed a
very small percentage of the cows in a multisire



pasture for the remainder of his stay at the
ranch. The best solution is to always place
young bulls with young bulls and mature bulls
with mature bulls in the breeding pasture. In
some situations a producer may choose to use
the mature bulls in the first two-thirds of the
breeding season, and then rotate in the young
bulls. This allows the young bulls to gain one
to two months of additional age and sexual
maturity. In addition the young bulls should
have considerably fewer cows in heat at the
end of the breeding season as the mature bulls
will have bred the bulk of the cows or

heifers. The young bulls will be in the
breeding season only a few weeks and should
not be as “run down” or in poor body
condition at the conclusion of the breeding
season.

Another commonly asked question is:

"How many cows should be mated to young
bulls?" The old rule of thumb is to place the
young bull with about as many cows as his
age in months. Therefore the true “yearling”
would only be exposed to 12 or 13 females.

If he is a year and a half old (18 months), then
he should be able to breed 15 — 18 cows. By
the time the bull is two years of age, he
should be able to breed 24 or 25 cows.
Realize that tremendous variability exists
between bulls. Some are capable of breeding
many more cows than what is suggested here.
Unfortunately a few bulls will fail when

mated to a very few cows. Hopefully, a
breeding soundness exam and close
observation during the first part of the
breeding season will identify those potential
failures.

LENGTH OF BREEDING SEASON DOES
MATTER

As you look at ways to reduce cost here is
something to consider. A research analysis of

394 ranch observations from the Texas,

Oklahoma, New Mexico SPA

(standardized performance analysis) data set
provided insight into the age old argument about
"leaving the bull out" or having a defined

breeding season. OSU Agricultural Economists
found a positive relationship between number of
days of the breeding season and the cost per
hundredweight of calf weaned. Also they reported a
negative relationship between the number of days of

the breeding season and pounds of calf weaned per
COw per year.

The data suggested that for each day the breeding
season was lengthened, the annual cost of producing
a hundred pounds of weaned calf increased by 4.7
cents and pounds of calf weaned per cow per year
decreased by 0.158 pounds. The range of breeding
seasons in the data set was 11 days to 365 dags. Th
producer that leaves the bull out year-round (365
days) hadb13.63 greater costs per hundredweight

of weaned calfthan the producer that used a 75 day
breeding season. That same producer 45182

fewer

pounds of calf per cow per yeaon the average

than producers with a 75 day breeding season.

FORAGE ANALYSIS

Given the expected high cost of feed next winter
planning on a $15 to $20 investment to have the
quality of your hay analyzed may be a good idea
to follow this summer. It appears that feed may be
too expensive to over feed cattle in a situation
where hay quality is adequate to meet your
production goals and profit margins appear to loe to
tight to risk a drop in production where hay qualit
is marginal. One management item that has
consistently shown to reduce wintering cost is gisin
stockpiled feed and grazing as long as you can.
Now is the time to start to look at options andhpla
ahead. Taking into account that the weather is the
deciding factor in how well your plans come
together.



AGONOMY NOTES
Dr. Leon Mcintyre
660-895-5123

CORN INSECT UPDATE

Wireworms: Problems are increasing a little
each year. Usually they are only a problem in
corn planted after grass, small grain or forage
sorghums. Wireworms are mostly a seed feeder
and sometimes later they can feed on the base
of the stalk and roots. Wireworms prefer cool
temperatures, when temperatures hit 85 degrees
F, they move deeper into the soil. There are no
rescue treatments for wireworms. Seed
treatments are the only control. Bait stations are
a good way to check for potential wireworm
problems. Seed treatments are Gaucho,
Prescribe, Cruiser, Poncho 250 and 1250.
Incidence: April-early June.

White Grubs: The larval form of scarab

beetles (June Beetles). Three-year life cycle
feeding on roots and organic matter in soil.
Corn following sod is the most at risk.
Symptoms above-ground wilting and stunting.
No rescue treatment, use a seed treatment like
Gaucho, Prescribe, Cruiser, Poncho 250 and
1250. Incidence: April-early June.

Grape Colaspis:The larvae prune the root

hairs or gnaw narrow lengthwise strips from the
roots of corn seedlings. Corn plants appear
purple and stunted, and seldom reach 10”
height. Fields the most likely to have problems
are first year corn following clover or timothy
sod. No rescue treatment use seed treatments
like Gaucho, Prescribe, Cruiser, Poncho 250
and 1250. Incidence: May-June.

Southern Corn Leaf Beetle:Larval damage is
holes in leaves, notches in the leaf margins and
occasionally the stems. Basal clipping of the
corn up to the 2-leaf stage can occur. Damage
can be confused with black cutworm. There is
no threshold and no insecticide labeled for this
infrequent pest of corn. Most likely fields are
no-till corn or corn following grass or sod.
Incidence: May-mid June.

Corn Flea Beetle:Beetle damage is the upper
green layer of tissue is stripped off the leaves,
leaving gray “tracks” etched on leaf surfaces.
Treat if more that 5 corn flea beetles are found
up to 4 leaf stage. Incidence: April-May.

Damage is most likely after mild winter and in
corn planted early during cool, wet springs.
Burrower Bug: Numbers are increasing in
corn. This bug is tied to henbit, its alternate
host. Most likely damage is in fields with
henbit in abundance.

Stalk Borer: Symptoms noticeably stunted
corn rows next to permanently grassy areas and
fence rows. Larvae are white with brownish
purple stripes. Damage irregular rows of ragged
holes, which enlarge as the leaves unroll. Some
damage causes dead heart of the inner whorl,
while the outer whorl is healthy. This insect
lays eggs on brome and wirestem muhley.
Wherever you have these 2 grasses, scout.
Control, insecticide when 14% of the plants
show damage at the 5-leaf stage.

Japanese BeetlesSeem to be increasing some,
only damage on corn is clipping silks when
their numbers are high. Control insecticide
treatment if numbers are high and silks are
continually clipped off.

Black Cutworm: Damage is usually on
soybean stubble in flood plains of creeks and
rivers. Symptoms; leaf margin feeding, small
pinholes, wilting and dead heart, then cut
plants, or cut corn leaves partially buried in
burrows. Treatment; most use an insecticide
when applying herbicide or at planting.
Postemergence, insecticide when 2% cutting
below ground. Incidence: May-mid June.
University of Missouri has pheromone traps to
predict the date of cutworms large enough to
cut plants.

Corn Rootworms: In Missouri, so far, no
problems except on second year corn. lllinois
has some problems on first year corn. We
haven't seen this yet in Missouri. Mostly
Western Rootworms have developed this
ability of extended diapauses. Incidence: larval
feeding on roots, early June-July, adults
clipping silk June-August. Western, Northern
and Southern rootworms are the three types.
Western is the most damaging. To prevent,
don’t plant corn after corn. For control, use
corn rootworm Bt hybrids, insecticide at
planting for larvae, or insecticide for adults
clipping silks.

SOYBEAN INSECT UPDATE
Soybean Leaf Beetlesincreasing in some



areas of Missouri. Usually no economic yield
loss, but keep scouting for them. Damage is
leaf-feeding, holes in soybean leaves. Most
thresholds are at 30% of leaf area. Not a
wellestablished

threshold.

Chinese Soybean AphidWatch for this insect
closely, Minnesota treated 4 million acres. The
northern tier of Missouri’s counties treated
some soybeans. This aphid can double in
population in a few days. Start scouting
soybean fields before flowering. Look for cast
skins, ants, ladybugs, honeydew and black
mold. Look under leaves with a 10x (10 power)
magnifying glass. These aphids have black eyes
and black cornicles (tail pipes). They are the
only aphids that have these features. Threshold
is 250 aphids/plant near flowering or R1 and
after. Control is an insecticide like Warrior 3.8
and Asana 90. Organo-phosphates work better
the hotter the temperature, pyrethroids work
worse the hotter the temperature. Soybean
aphids love young vegetative plants such as
double crop soybeans.

PREEMERGENCE HERBICIDES

FEASIBLE?

Over the past several months, the price

of glyphosate has increased dramatically,
Brand name glyphosate now costs about twice
as much per gallon as it did at this same time a
year ago.

With is increase in price, there are a couple of
things that should happen. First and foremost,
this price increase now makes most
preemergence soybean herbicides economically
feasible. In the past, the cost of two
applications of glyphosate in Roundup Ready
soybeans has been “unbeatable” from an
economic standpoint. Now, at a chemical cost
of about $11 or $12 per acre for a brand name
glyphosate treatment, most preemergence
soybean herbicides like Authority First,
Boundary, Canopy, Dual Il Magnum, Envive,
IntRRo, Prefix, Prowl H20, Sonic, Valor and
Valor XLT will cost about the same or less than
a glyphosate treatment. Although generic
glyphosate products will likely remain slightly
lower in cost that many of these preemergence
treatments, | still think there is a strong case to
be made for the use of preemergence herbicides

in soybean.

One reason to consider preemergence
herbicides is to achieve maximum crop yield.
Results from a survey we conducted last year in
Missouri revealed that the majority of first-pass
glyphosate applications in soybeans are made
when weeds are 7 to 10 inches tall. At this
point, yield loss will probably have already
occurred in most fields. A preemergence
herbicide will eliminate much of the weed
competition and yield loss that can occur in
these situations and still allow growers to make
a timely glyphosate application for any weed
escapes or species that emerge later in the
season. Another reason to consider a
preemergence herbicide in soybeans is to rotate
herbicides and prevent or manage
glyphosateresistant

weed species. Results from the survey

we conducted last year also indicated that
glyphosate-resistant waterhemp now occurs on
at least four percent of the soybean acres in
Missouri. Many of the preemergence herbicides
mentioned previously will provide good control
of this species in soybeans. Continuing with a
glyphosate-only program in an area where you
know you have glyphosate-resistant weeds will
allow these weeds to proliferate and be that
much more of a problem next year.

Another thing that some may be tempted to do
in response to the increased price of glyphosate
is to reduce the glyphosate rate. This is a
practice that we should avoid at all cost, and
one that | certainly would not recommend.
Reduced rates usually translate into reduced
weed control and increase yield loss.



Hort News
Jennifer Schutter
660-665-9866

GARDENING TIPS FOR MAY & JUNE

GARDEN TIPS FOR MAY

ORNAMENTALS
Pinch azaleas and rhododendron blossoms
as they fade. Double flowered azaleas need
no pinching.
Fertilize azaleas after bloom. Use a
formulation that has an acid reaction.
Apples, crabapples and hawthorns
susceptible to rust disease should have
protective fungicidal sprays applied
beginning when these trees bloom.
Begin planting gladiolus bulbs as the ground
warms. Continue at two-week intervals.
Plant hardy water lilies in tubs or garden
pools.
Continue monitoring pines, especially
scotch and mugo, for sawfly activity on new
shoots.
Don’t remove spring bulb foliage
prematurely or next year’s flower
production will decline.
Begin planting warm-season annuals.
Plant summer bulbs such as caladiums,
dahlias, cannas, and elephant ears.
Scale crawlers are active now. Infested pines
and euonymus should be treated at this time.
Trees with a history of borer problems
should receive their first spray now. Repeat
twice at three-week intervals.
Begin fertilizing annuals. Continue at
regular intervals.
Bulbs can be moved or divided as the
foliage dies.
Pinch back mums to promote bushy growth.

VEGETABLES
Slugs will hide during the daytime beneath a
board placed over damp ground. Check each
morning and destroy any slugs that have
gathered on the underside of the board.
Growing lettuce under screening materials
will slow bolting and extend harvests into
hot weather.

Place cutworm collars around young
transplants. Collars are easily made from
cardboard strips.

Set out tomato plants as soils warm. Place
support stakes alongside at planting time.
Isolate sweet, super sweet and popcorn
varieties to prevent crossing.

Keep asparagus harvested for continued
spear production. Control asparagus beetles
as needed.

Thin plantings of carrots and beets to avoid
overcrowding.

Control caterpillars on broccoli and cabbage
plants by handpicking or use biological
sprays such as B.T.

Plant dill to use when making pickles.
Remove rhubarb seeds stalks as they appear.
Watch for striped and spotted cucumber
beetles now. Both may spread wilt and
mosaic diseases to squash and cucumber
plants.

Set out peppers and eggplants after soils
have warmed.

Plant sweet potatoes now.

FRUITS

Mulch blueberries with pine needles or
sawdust.

Don't spray any fruits while in bloom. Refer
to local Extension publications for fruit
spray schedule.

TURFGRASS

Keep bluegrass cut at 1.5 to 2.5 inch height.
Mow tall fescues at 2 to 3.5 inch height.
Apply post-emergence broadleaf weed
controls now if needed.

Watch for sod webworms emerging now.

-MISSOURI BOTANICAL GARDEN-



GARDEN TIPS FOR JUNE Soaker hoses and drip irrigation systems

ORNAMENTALS make the most efficient use of water during
Watch for bagworms feeding on many dry times.
garden plants, but especially juniper and To minimize diseases, water with overhead
aborvitae. irrigation early enough in the day to allow
Deadhead bulbs and spring flowering the foliage to dry before the nightfall.
perennials as blossoms fade. Set out transplants of brussel sprouts started
Thin seedlings to proper spacings before last month. These will mature for a fall
plants crowd each other. harvest.
Apply organic mulches as the soil warms. To maximize top growth on asparagus,
These will conserve moisture, discourage apply 2 pounds of 12-12-12 fertilizer per
weeds, and enrich the soil as they decay. 100 sq. feet, water well and renew mulches
Most houseplants brought outside prefer a to conserve moisture.
bright spot shaded from afternoon sun. Control corn earworms. Apply several drops
Check soil moisture daily during hot of mineral oil every 3 to 7 days once silks
weather. appear. Sprays of B.T. are also effective.
Apply a balanced rose fertilizer after the
first show of blooms is past. FRUITS
When night temperatures stay above 50 Oriental fruit moths emerge. Most serious
degrees, bring houseplants outdoors for the on peaches where first generation attacks
summer. growing tips. Shoots will wilt. These should
Apply a second spray for borer control on be pruned out.
hardwood trees. Thinning overloaded fruit trees will result in
Plant tropical water lilies when water larger and heathier fruits at harvest time.
temperatures rise above 70 degrees. Thinned fruits should be a hands width
Trees and shrubs may still be fertilized apart.
before July ¥. Enjoy the strawberry harvest.
Softwood cuttings can be taken form trees Renovate strawberries after harvest. Mow
and shrubs as the spring flush of growth is the rows; thin out excess plants; remove
beginning to mature. weeds; fertilize, and apply mulch for weed
Pruning of spring flowering trees and shrubs control.
should be done after flowering. Summer fruiting raspberries are ripening
Continue spraying roses with a fungicide to now.
prevent black spot disease. Begin control for apple maggot flies.

Spray trunks of peach trees and other stone

VEGETABLES fruits for peach tree borers.
Repeat plantings of corn and beans to extend Prune and train young fruit trees to eliminate
the harvest season. poorly positioned branches and establish
As soon as cucumber and squash vines start proper crotch angles.
to “run,” begin spray treatments to control
cucumber beetles and squash vine borers, ~ TURFGRASS
Plant pumpkins now to have Jack-O- Water turf as needed to prevent drought
Lanterns for Halloween. stress.
Early detection is essential for good control Mow lawns frequently enough to remove no
of vegetable pests. Learn to identify and more than one-third total height per
distinguish between pests and beneficial mowing. There is no need to remove
predators. clippings unless excessive.
Stop harvesting asparagus when the spears Mow bluegrass at 2 to 3.5 inch height.
become thin. Turfgrasses growing in shaded conditions
Start seedlings of broccoli, cabbage and should be mowed at the higher
cauliflower. These will provide transplants recommendations.

for the fall garden.



AGRI-BUSINESS
SPECIALIST
Darla Campbell
660-457-3469

QUALIFIED BEEF TAX

CREDIT PROGRAM

Since I've had several producers

in my office inquiring about this
program, | thought | would write about
it. The purpose is to provide Missouri
beef cattle farmers with an economic
incentive to background and/or finish
Missouri born and raised qualified beef
cattle in the state. The program is
administered by the Missouri Agricultural
and Small Business Development

Authority out of Jefferson City. Prequalified

Missouri beef producers are

eligible to receive a ten cent per pound
incentive on weight gains for 200
pounds or greater than the baseline
weight of cattle sold in previous years.
The incentive is in the form of Missouri
State Tax Credits. You are eligible if
you are a resident of the state, or you
own/rent agricultural property and
whose main place of business is
Missouri and you are subject to tax
imposed by chapter 143 or 147 RSMo.
Quialifying beef animal means any
animal that can be verified with written
birth records as being born in Missouri
after August 28, 2008 and was raised
and backgrounded and/or finished in
this state by a Missouri taxpayer and no
more than 30 months of age as verified
by written birth records. Animals’
primary purpose must be for the
production of beef, not breeding and
can include male dairy calves. Qualified
animals can be purchased as long as
they meet the program requirements.
The animals must be age and source
verified through traceable animal
production records and the records used
must either be a USDA approved Quality
System Assessment or Process Verified
Program. Records must indicate the
date of birth of the animal in question
and have a unique identification system
that can go with each animal through
each qualifying and subsequent

gualifying sale. Qualifying sale simply
means the first time a beef animal is

sold after being backgrounded and then
subsequent sales are after the 1stsale
with the requirement the animal weights
are greater than the prior sale. Age

and source verification must be done
prior to the 1stqualified sale.

The baseline weight mentioned

above is the average weight in the past
three years of all beef animals sold that
are thirty months of age or younger,
sorted by sex. This baseline will be
established by copies of all scale tickets
and/or sales receipts of all Qualified
Beef Animals 30 months of age or less,
sold during the immediate past three
years by sex; and year-end financial
statements for each of the same three
years. The baseline weight will then be
effective for three years before another
one will have to be established. If you
have less than three years of these
records, then averages can be used
based on sales reported by the Missouri
Department of Ag Market News Service
as divided into your respective
geographical area in the state. For the
counties this newsletter covers, that
region would be Northeast.

There are applications on-line for this
program at the Missouri Department of
Agriculture’s website,
http://www.mda.mo.gov. Applications
should be submitted to MASBDA
(Missouri Agricultural Small Business
Development Authority) between
January 1 and August 1, 2008 along
with an application fee of $50. Three
million in Qualified Beef Tax Credits are
available per fiscal year which is July 1-
June 30. The amount of tax credit
claimed can’'t exceed the liability due for
that tax year, but any additional amount
can be carried forward to any of the five
subsequent taxable years or backwards



for three taxable years. Tax credits can
be assigned, transferred, sold or
otherwise conveyed but MASBDA must
to notified of such action. To get more
information or an application, contact
your local MU Extension office or
MASBDA at (573) 751-2129,
masbda@mda.mo.gov.

DAIRY PRODUCERS FEELING
THE SQUEEZE

According to Scott Brown, a

dairy economist with the MU Food and
Agricultural Policy Research Institute
(FAPRI), dairy farmers can expect
smaller milk checks in 2008 as prices
drop from record-setting highs in 2007.
Since last July, milk prices have reached
almost $22 per hundredweight at the
farm level. For 2008, average prices are
expected to be $17 per hundredweight.
This price remains above the '01-'05
long term milk price average, but still
may not be enough to make up for
increased production cost. From 2002
to 2007, feed costs rose $4 per
hundredweight and is expected to
increase another $1 this year.
International demand and declining
value of the U.S. dollar helped drive the
dairy business to higher prices in 2007.
In 2008, the industry is facing higher
supplies of milk due to herd expansion
brought about by the higher prices of
2007. Expect to see the slowdown of
this expansion in late 2008. This year
producers are looking at increased
production costs due mainly to feed
costs and some increased marketing risk
because of the need to find new
markets for the increased supply. So
just because $17 per hundredweight is
high compared to historical averages,
this does not insure profitability.

GOOD PASTURE MANAGEMENT CAN
HELP LOWER PRODUCTION COSTS
As | have made farm visits this

last year looking at whole farm systems
and financial records, it became obvious
that a lot of producers and landowners
were struggling with cash flow and debt
pay down issues. Even though there is
a lot of difference in operations, one
recurring theme that | observed was the
majority of producers still utilized
pasture in a continuous system instead
of a Management Intensive Grazing

(MIG) system which can more than
double forage production. For some of
the producers not using MIG, it was
because of lack of knowledge, but for
many it was the initial investment cost
of time and money. With the increase

in land prices and variable inputs such
as feed, fertilizer, and fuel; producers
need to get all they can from their
inputs. | encourage you to look into
some of the pasture improvement
practices including management
intensive grazing, that may be available
at your local Soil and Water
Conservation District located in your
USDA Natural Resource Conservation
Service office. These practices are a
majority cost assistance program —
considered 75% but in reality, usually
closer to 50-60% cost share. Different
offices have different programs available
depending on if they have district cost
share, Special Area Land Treatment
(SALT) or EPA 319 programs. The SALT
and the 319 programs are tied to
specific watersheds so are not available
everywhere.



PUBLICATIONS
The following publications are available at your
local University of Missouri Extension office or on
the website at:
http://muextension.missouri.edu/explore/

G-302 2006 Custom Rates for Farm Services-MO
G-520 Oral Farm Agreements Under MO Law
G1921 Temperature Effects on Storage

of Agriculture Pesticides
G2076 Alternative Feeds for Beef Cows & Stockers
G6867 First Aid for Storm Damaged Trees

WEB SITES TO CHECK OUT:
By-Product Feed Prices:
http://agebb.missouri.edu/dairy/index.htm
http://agebb.missouri.edu/mkt/index.htm
Forage Systems Research Center Updates:
www.aes.missouri.edu/fsrc
Marketing:
http://valueadded.missouri.edu/newsletter
Missouri Alternative Center:
http://agebb.missouri.edu/mac
Statewide University Extension Calendar
http://access.extension.missouri.edu/uoecalendar

THANK YOU to the following sponsors
of this newsletter:

SULLIVAN COUNTY:

Friends of Extension

PUTNAM COUNTY:

Putnam County MFA
Putnam County Soil & Water District
Fowler Elevator

LINN COUNTY

Bank of Brookfield/ Purdin-Brookfield
Rothville Bank-Brookfield

First Missouri National Bank-Brookfield
Citizens Bank and Trust-Brookfield
Regional Missouri Bank-Marceline
Brookfield MFA Agri Service
Brookfield Ag Land

Linn County Farm Bureau - Brookfield
United Missouri Bank of Brookfield

SCHUYLER COUNTY:

Exchange Bank of Northeast Missouri
Tri-County Electric Co-Op
MFA Agri-Services -
Kirksville, Lancaster, Downing
Johns Seed & Supply Inc
Talbert Simmentals
Lancaster Lumber
Schuyler County SWCD Board
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