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To provide research-based horticultural information to
the public for community service and gardening pleasure.
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Q: Arethese "pimples" on
my grape leaves, (specimen
submitted), of any
significance?

A:  The "pimples" are leaf galls
of grape phylloxera, aphid-like
insects that can infest both
foliage and roots of wild and
cultivated grapevines. Leaf galls
are unsightly but do little
damage. Infestation of roots,
however, leads to root galls,
which can cause severe root
pruning, decline, and death of
susceptible vines. American
grape varieties, whose root
stocks support the worldwide
grape industry, are tolerant to the
root gall form of the insect. Foliar
sprays to control phylloxera are
usually unnecessary.

Q: Isitlikely that TMV is
causing the lower leaves on
my tomato plants to curl and
turn yellow?

A:  ltis unlikely. Leaf roll is
associated with varieties carrying

a so-called wilty gene and is
characterized by upward curling
of leaflets on older, (bottom),
leaves. Factors that promote curl
include high temperature,
drought, very wet soils, and
heavy fruit set. No special
treatment is required.

TMV, tobacco mosaic virus,
on the other hand, can also
cause foliar curling but is usually
first expressed in new growth,
(top), as light and dark mottling
with slight deformation of
leaflets. Sometimes, green fruits
are also mottled and plants are
stunted. Plants should be
destroyed.

Q: Isittoo late to plant
potatoes?

A: Potatoes, for fall harvest,
can be planted through July 15.
You may have trouble in finding
suitable stocks of seed potatoes
for purchase at this time of year.
Try an Internet search.

Q: How can | hold my
gloxinia over for reblooming?

A: After flowering ceases and
dormancy approaches, reduce
quantity and frequency of
watering over a period of about
three weeks, or until the stems
have died back. Store the
rhizome, still in its dry, pot
mixture, until repotting time next
spring. At that time, remove the
rhizomes, carefully shake off the

dry, previous year's mix, and pull
them apart. Plant each rhizome
singly about one inch deep in
moistened potting mix, and place
the pots in bright, filtered light.
When growth starts, care for the
plants as in the past.

Q: How much longer must
we endure the current
onslaught of Japanese

beetles?
P

A: Although you may find a
few Japanese beetles into early
October, their numbers remain
high enough to cause significant
feeding damage for only about
six weeks. This year, that means
their numbers should be much
reduced by the end of July.
Meanwhile, continue your control
measures, handpicking and/or
sprays, as required.

Q: What should I be doing—
my onions are falling over?
2

@ -
A:  This is normal behavior.
Onions should be harvested in
late July or early August when
most of the tops have fallen over.
Pull the mature onions in the
morning, and allow the bulbs to
air dry in a shady spot. Then
before evening dew falls, tie
them into bunches for hanging in
a dry place with good air
circulation. Full drying may
require two to three weeks. Try
to keep the dry wrapper scales
as intact as possible, as they
enhance keeping properties.
When dry, cut stems to 2-inches
and store bulbs in mesh bags
under cool, dry conditions.
Properly stored, well-dried
onions may keep until midwinter.
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Most Master Gardeners know all
about plants that will attract birds
to our gardens. We've put in
winterberries for the robins and

mockingbirds and coneflowers
and sunflowers for the
goldfinches and cardinals. Most
of us even have a bird bath or
two and have watched the
starlings and the chickadees
take their morning baths. This is
all good entertainment, but we
can take this one step further by
putting in a "bubbler."

Bubblers attract birds that we
seldom see. These are the
treetoppers such as the spring
and fall warblers, migrants who
will stop to drink and bathe
because nothing attracts birds
more than gently running water.
Many of these birds eschew suet
or birdseed. Their idea of a good
meal is a tasty insect or larvae
found in your sycamore or oak,
so don't expect them at your
feeders. Birdbaths don't attract
them either. They want running
water, but it must be gentle. |
found out this little known fact
after | put in a two thousand
gallon pond complete with a
waterfall. Grackles even walked
through the waterfall, but it
scared the warblers, the jewels
of the songbirds, away.

Instead of spending thousands of
dollars on a big fishbowl, what |
should have done is read Randy
Korotev's article on the Webster
Groves Nature Study Society's
webite
(http://levee.wustl.edu/~rlk/wgnss

[fountain.html) where he outlines
how you can purchase and put
together a fairly cheap (less
than twenty-five dollars) bubbler.
See you at the hardware store
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