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A Werd from the Editer, by Stacy Relfs

#3$
% % % % %
' ! !
( ") % %) % %
* | +
/ 0
#' , +
I & % % &
i !
I . n 1!
# $
! " 23 4
- % &
/ (#) 5 % &
! *
!
&
0 1 2 6 &
0 n
1 3 1 4 4 +%
& &
$ (
A 7 8
, 1 3+ + '
Missouri Master Gardener
{wﬂ‘ MIisSOURI BOTANICAL GARDEN % University Outreach & Extension

To provide research-based horticultural information to the public for community service and gardening pleasure.
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Q: Should | plant my indoor
hyacinths when they have
finished blooming?

A:  These bulbs can be planted
out in your garden when the
daffodils are blooming. However,
the bulbs have been exhausted,
and several years may be
required for their recovery. This
is especially true if you grew your
bulbs on water-filled hyacinth
jars. Blooms in subsequent years
never seem to attain the beauty
of those produced in that first
forced-flowering.

Q: Can I cut off the spent
flower stem from my
Phalaenopsis orchid.

EQ

A: Of course you can, but
don't be in a hurry. Wait a month
or two to see whether your plant

will produce another flower
branch or a baby plant from that

old stem. Meanwhile, continue to
care for your Phalaenopsis in the
usual manner. If nothing further
develops within a reasonable
time, the old stem can be cut
back to about one-half inch
above the mother plant.
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Q: How can | get rid of the
many, many mealybugs on a
large gardenia plant?

A: If the mealybugs are too
numerous to use the rubbing
alcohol/Q-tip method, take your
plant outdoors on a warm
afternoon and spray it with
Sunspray Dormant Oil as
directed on the label. Bring it
back indoors as soon as the
spray has at least partially dried
(one hour or less).

Q: My cranberry viburnum
shrub has some ugly growths
low on a couple of major stems;
what can | do about them?

A:  These are crown galls
caused by a bacterium,
Agrobacterium tumefaciens. You
can prune out affected parts
using disinfected tools, (1 part
bleach in 9 parts of water), and
hope for the best. Or better, pull
the plant out and destroy all
parts. Do not plant another
viburnum nor any other
susceptible species in that spot.

Q: Please tell me something
about a plant called Queen of the
Night.

A. Queen of the Night,
Selenicereus grandiflorus, is a
large forest cactus, native to the
West Indies, which can be
trained to grow on an indoor
trellis. It grows best in well-
draining soil in bright, indirect
light with warm temperatures in
summer (70-85°F days, 65°F
nights) and cooler temperatures
in winter (55-65°F). Its
spectacular, fragrant flowers
open in summer in early evening
and fold at dawn for a one night
show. It is easily propagated
from joint cuttings.

Q: Why do we have trouble
keeping my son's Venus flytraps
alive?

A: Playing with the traps often
leads to decline of this plant.
Stimulating the trap to close
about three times usually leads
to death of that trap. Keeping
these plants too wet, or too dry,
will be detrimental to their health.
They should be watered with
distilled water, given plenty of
light, kept at "people”
temperatures during the growing
season, and then allowed to rest
in a cool place (32-50°F) during
the winter.
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