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4-Hers graduating this year are 
Ben Clark, Natalie Gant, Kelcey 
Knoerschild,  Molly Mathews & 
Michael Roe. 
 

Graduating 4-Hers have their 
own Senior Showcase also, right 
in center of 4-H building. Display-
ing exhibits from your pasts really 
shows what 4-H is all about: 
growing in skills, areas of inter-
est, leadership, and service! 

Essay Contest Reminder  
 

July 1 st is the deadline for 4-H essays with this year’s theme: Look to the Future with 4-H.  Open to mem-
bers 8 and older and adults (parents, relatives, alumni, etc). 
 

Length is 100-300 words, judging by media reps based on content, clarity, style, and organization as well as 
accuracy and grammar/punctuation. 
 

Each essay author will receive a t-shirt with this year’s logo. 
One essay in each age group will be put on the KC Star web page, and possibly printed in the North News 
section during National 4-H Week. 
 

A People’s Choice award is based on voting during the fair, so we can see and enjoy all of the essays. 
 
Essays can be faxed, or emailed, dropped off or mailed. (Examples from last year and other details on our 
web page: extension.missouri.edu/platte 

Achievement Day is June 27 th 

 

Start planning and preparing now for this major 4-H event; this is where 
4-Hers can learn and share while participating in interviews, demon-
strations, decision making, fashion revue, etc.  Demonstrations that you 
see at State Fair are selected at this event, as well as State Fashion 
Revue in September. 
 

Wonder how the 4-Hers get to lead pledges, emcee countywide events, 
give talks at Extension Council annual dinner, etc????  By applying for 
4-H Ambassador and/or Outstanding 4-Her.  Applications will be due 
early June, and interviews will be held June 27 th. 
 

Demonstration, fashion revue, decision making or judging, presentation 
skills registration due in mid June. 
 

Club roles: 
Clubs are each assigned countywide ‘roles’, so please share your 
ideas, time and talent to making each event very special and inclusive. 
(see page 7/8 in Family Handbook for a job description) 
 

 

 

Fashion Revue & Demonstrations   Hoover Heroes 

Outstanding 4-Her/Ambassadors   Platte County Park Rangers 

Judging/Decision making and Hospitality   Lady Bugs and Beetles 

Presentation Skills/Interviews     Farley Jolly Workers 
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County Fair is now officially 
even more of a family event  

 
The 4-H council voted to add 4-H 
alumni exhibits as an ongoing 
part of the 4H county fair.  For 
parents, grandparents or siblings 
that have been in 4-H, here in 
Platte or elsewhere, here is your 
chance to search out your 4-H 
items, record books, scrapbooks, 
awards, etc. 
 

A special area will be provided 
for these, which we hope you la-
bel with name and year (or ap-
proximate) 
 
 

Friends of 4-H idea?  
 

It has been suggested Platte 
County 4-H look into the idea of 
establishing a support group of 
former 4-Hers and leaders or oth-
ers; similar to what another youth 
organization has.   This would 
serve as a way to keep in touch 
with former members and lead-
ers, as well as provide a possible 
source of financial support. 
 

If you are interested in thinking 
about this, please contact the 4-H 
office or Valarie Eber, Platte 
County Park Rangers and Exten-
sion Council member. 

National 4H Week  
Promotion &  

Fund-raising Event  
 

October 10 at Barnes & Noble 
(site of gift wrapping) will be hav-
ing a book fair and 4-H booth 
event.   
 

4-H needs to have interactive dis-
plays, projects, and demonstra-
tions through the day, and en-
courage people to come to make 
purchases, since we will get 20% 
of most sales. 

One more leadership  
opportunity!  

 

At same place, but different time:  
June 6 or June 13 th. 

 

Platte 4-H has also been asked to 
offer 2-4 hours of programs/
activities in June at Barnes & No-
ble.  This would be solely to pro-
mote 4-H and the variety of op-
portunities we offer families. 

National Youth Development  
Survey Plans 
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PLEASE KEEP EMAIL ADDRESSES UPDATED  
 

We need your help!! With postage rates on the rise and 
budgets being tightened, the Extension Office is trying to 
update all email addresses so that we can continue to 

communicate with you in a timely manner. You would be surprised how 
often we send an email out to someone and it gets bounced back to us 
because the address is incorrect. If you have an email address, we 
would appreciate it if you would verify it with our office. You can send 
us an email at platteco@missouri.edu or give us a call at the Extension 
Office.  
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4-Hers who participated in Share the Fun on March 29th. What fun and talent and 4-H spirit we all shared.  Far-
ley Jolly Workers provided great healthy snacks too and reset the auditorium for a meeting too! 
Thanks to Outstanding 4-Her Josh Elkins, Ambassador Evan Grusenmeyer,  4-H alumnus Molly Grusenmeyer, 
and the Byergo family for leading pledges, activities, science, and dancing fun. 
 

4-Hers and volunteers who attended or helped with the KC 4-H Global Conference: 
Daniel, Rick and Mary Silber, Madelyn Rawlings, Sarah Head, Jaxon Turner, Chris Knoernschild, Valerie & Ad-
die Eber, Wanda & Steve Jackson. 
 

Some 4-H parents also helped with tours and workshops at the work force event: 
Ollie Bogdon, Lana Goodman, & Robert Gavin (Kansas) 
 

4-Hers and parents who helped with Northland Ethnic Festival: 
Betsy, Curt and Halley Blades, Wanda, Steve, Annika & Erika Jackson. 

HORSEMANSHIP  
DEADLINE NEARS 

 

Any 4-H member plan-
ning to participate in 
any 4-H sanctioned 

horse show this year must enroll the 
horse(s) that they plan on using with 
the Extension Office by May 1 .  A 
copy will be kept on file at the office 
and the member must take the origi-
nal, properly completed form to each 
show. The following shows will re-
quire the completed form and nega-
tive Coggins papers: Area Horse 
Shows, State Fair 4-H Horse Show, 
the American Royal 4-H Horse Show 
and the Platte County 4-H Horse 
Show. A member needs to complete 
a form for each horse used in their 
project. If one horse is shared by two 
or members in a family, each mem-
ber must enroll that horse.  

STATE 4-H VIDEO 
CORPS  

 

Do you have a unique 
point of view? Do you 
have access to a digi-
tal video camera (or a 

digital camera that can record 
video)? If so, Video Corps may be for 
you! Announcing the State 4-H Video 
Corps! Video Corps is a team of 4-H 
videographers ages 12 and older 
from across Missouri, building skills, 
exploring career possibilities, and 
capturing the 4-H world through their 
own personal narrative. Each month, 
from June to December 2009, State 4
-H Video Corps members find some-
thing in their world that relates to 4-H 
or MU Extension and use their skills 
to create a short 30-90 second video 
that shows it to the world through 
their unique perspective. For more 
information, check out the Video 
Corps  
announcement at 
http://4h.missouri.edu/go/
programs/videocorps/.  

When to Plant  
Tree planting may take place anytime. Late winter/early spring is an ideal time to 
plant trees – middle of the summer is not a good time. Whenever it can be done – 
is the right time.  Special dates appropriate for tree planting activities: 
Missouri Arbor Day: April 3, 2009 and Earth Day: Ap ril 22, 2009 
Where to Obtain Trees 
• Local nurseries, lawn & garden businesses 
• Missouri Dept of Conservation George O. 
White Forest Nursery (seedlings) 
• Arbor Day Foundation (12 seedlings free with 
annual membership of $10) 
Free Trees 
• Missouri Department of Conservation 
http://mdc.mo.gov/forest/nursery/seedling/  
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4-H Million Trees  

 

Missouri 4-H members, families, project 
groups, community clubs, afterschool 
clubs, school enrichment programs, and 
camps are invited to participate in 4-H 
Million Trees . 
Here is a community service project that 
improves the quality of our environment. 
The Vision 
1,000,000 new trees planted by 4-H 
youth across the United States and 
Canada! 
• Native trees will add beauty and heri-
tage to urban, suburban, and rural com-
munities across the nation. 
• Improved local air quality 
• New trees absorb runoff, and bring 
groundwater to the surface 
• Shade from these trees can help cool 
buildings, reducing air conditioning elec-
tricity needs, and eliminating pollution 
and carbon emission associated with 
this power generation 
• Offsetting greenhouse gas emissions 
from fossil fuel combustion by absorb-
ing and sequestering about 48,000,000 
million pounds of atmospheric carbon 
dioxide per year 
• New trees replace trees lost to defor-
estation worldwide 
• 4-H youth learn they make a differ-
ence and can change the world both 
individually and as a group 
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Saturday, April 18 at 10:00  - Wild Rose Equine Center in Dearborn, Missouri.   The 
clinic will be on western pleasure.  After the clinic Robyn Wilson will be doing a trail 
ride for anyone who wants to go.  They have lots of trails on their land.  I will get you 
directions to their barn.  Basically from the fair grounds you take 371 North to Old Pike 
Road.  Take a right on Old Pike Road, go over the interstate and their barn is on your 
right. 
  
Saturday, April 25 at 2:00 - This will be an English and hunter hack clinic.  It will be taught by 
Laura Stark and be held at the fair grounds.  I need to come up with some poles for the jumps 
if anyone has some that are about 10 to 12 foot long.   The ones we have used in the past 
have always been too short. 
  
Platte County 4-H show is set for May 23 and 25th 

 
4-H Move Across Missouri—Physical Activity Program  

 

4-H Move Across Missouri (MOVE) promotes physical activity!  MOVE encourages youth to engage in physical 
activities they enjoy such as walking, biking, running, swimming, dance, taekwondo, gardening & more.  The 
program runs from Jan. 1 through Dec. 31, 2009. 
 

Check out the online registration system at http://4h.missouri.edu/programs/move/.  Signing up is easy.  Re-
ceive your user name and password to log your MOVE activity online after a brief survey. 
 

MOVEment Activity  
 

Bounce the Ball  
 

Materials:   2 or 3 waffle or ping-pong balls 
  1 sheet 
 

You will need at least four people for this game.  Each person holds a corner & side of the sheet—stretched 
taut.  Place the balls in the center of the sheet.  Participants shake the sheet causing the balls to bounce in the 
air.  The object of the game is to keep the balls bouncing in the air and keep them from bouncing off the sheet 
onto the floor. 
Source:  Missouri 4-H Couch Potato Challenge at http://www.4h.missouri.edu/projects/health/  
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POULTRY DAY 2009 ANNOUNCEMENT  
 

State Poultry Day will be Saturday, June 13, 2009 at the Animal Sciences Center at the Uni-
versity of Missouri-Columbia. The fun filled day will include mini-workshops, production judg-
ing, a standard bred evaluation clinic, a dozen egg contest and quiz bowl.  
 

Resources to study are available by contacting Jess Lyons at LyonsJ@missouri.edu. Regis-
trations are due May 1 and there is no limit on the number eligible attend from a county.  
 

Lunch is provided for registered participants.  This event is a great opportunity for poultry members and lead-
ers.  The Poultry Day flyer and registration form is at http://4h.missouri.edu/events/livestock/poultry or call us 
to get a copy sent to you. 
 

On-Line Volunteer Training Option  
 

At this time there are no scheduled Volunteer Orientations for the rest of 2009 3-H year.  New leaders can take 
the training online or via CD rom.   
 

To take the course online go to http://blackboard.missouri.edu.   
�� Select Login and for the user name use _kids and the password is volunteer .   
�� Select “Yes” any time the security information box appears to ask if you want to display non-secure items.   
�� Select the link located on the left side of the screen “Online 4-H Volunteer Orientation .”   
�� A welcome screen appears and will guide you through the course.   
 

If you do not have access to the internet you can also check out a CD rom from the Extension Office to take 
the volunteer Orientation.  A written test is required if you choose this option. 

 

 

�� Kylie & Codie Sherwood for doing so well in the 4-H horse judging. 

�� Evan Grusenmeyer for being selected to Missouri Agri-Missouri Program. 



Platte County 4-H 

11724 N.W. Plaza Circle, Suite 300 

Kansas City, MO  64153 
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