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including 100 percent expensing and a two-percent payroll 

tax reduction for 2011. Those changes have no effect on the 

2011 filing season. 

     The IRS will announce a specific date in the near future 

when it can start processing tax returns impacted by these 

recent tax law changes. In the mean time, taxpayers affected 

by these tax law changes can start working on their tax 

returns, but they should not submit their returns until IRS 

systems are ready to process the new tax law changes. 

     For taxpayers who must wait before filing, the delay 

affects both paper filers and electronic filers. The IRS urges 

taxpayers to use e-file instead of paper tax forms to 

minimize confusion over the recent tax law changes and 

ensure accurate tax returns. 

     If you use a FREE Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

(VITA) site to have your income tax return prepared, go 

ahead and have your return prepared and the tax site 

coordinator will e-file your return as soon as the IRS 

announces the filing date. 

     Several University of Missouri Extension Centers in 

northwest Missouri are hosting one or two days of FREE 

VITA income tax preparation. Contact your local county 

extension center listed below for specific information and to 

make an appointment to have me prepare your tax return for 

FREE. 

 

FREE Tax Preparation Sites: 

Savannah (816) 324-3147  Jan 28, 31, Feb 1-4 

Unionville (660) 947-2990  Feb 8-11 

Trenton  (660) 359-4040  Feb 16 

Gallatin  (660) 663-3232  Feb 22-23 

Rock Port (660) 744-6231  Feb 28 

Oregon  (660) 446-3724  Mar 1 

Plattsburg (816) 539-3765  Mar 2 

Cameron (816) 632-7345  Mar 3-4 

 

For more information, contact Dr. Rebecca J. Travnichek, at 

(816) 324-3147 or via e-mail at travnichekr@missouri.edu. 

 

     The Internal Revenue Service (IRS), Congress, and 

President Obama have made some changes and extensions 

for the 2011 tax filing season. Taxpayers will have until 

Monday, April 18 to file their 2010 tax returns this year and 

recent tax law changes/extensions may require you to delay 

filing your tax return. 

     Several tax provisions expired at the end of 2009. 

Through the Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance 

Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act Of 2010 enacted 

December 17, three tax issues were extended. This now 

means a delay in income tax filing for taxpayers affected by 

these changes and extensions. 

 

     Taxpayers affected by these three changes include: 

¶ Taxpayers Claiming Itemized Deductions on Schedule 

A. The itemized deduction for state and local general 

sales tax has been extended and primarily benefits 

people living in areas without state and local income 

taxes. 

¶ Taxpayers Claiming the Higher Education Tuition and 

Fees Deduction. There will be a delay if claiming this 

deduction. However, the ñIRS emphasizes there will be 

no delays for millions of parents and students who claim 

other education credits, including the American 

Opportunity Tax Credit extended last month and the 

Lifetime Learning Credit.ò 

¶ Taxpayers Claiming the Educator Expense Deduction. 

This deduction is for kindergarten through grade 12 

educators with out-of-pocket classroom expenses of up 

to $250. 

 

     In addition to extending those tax deductions for 2010, 

the Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, 

and Job Creation Act also extends those deductions for 2011 

and a number of other tax deductions and credits for 2011 

and 2012 such as the American Opportunity Tax Credit and 

the modified Child Tax Credit, which help families pay for 

college and other child-related expenses. The Act also 

provides various job creation and investment incentives 

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture & Local University Extension Councils Cooperating  
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GSA Integrated Acquisition Environment to       

consolidate eight federal procurement systems  
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     No matter what your financial situation is, you can 

take $200 of your tax refund and set it aside in a 

savings account. This savings account can be used as 

the beginning of an emergency fund, it 

can be added to retirement or to start 

an IRA, it can be used to pay down 

debt, or for any savings that is needed. 

A goal of the University of Missouri 

Extension Taxpayer Initiative and the 

Northwest Missouri Saves program is 

to get individuals and families in the 

habit of having a savings plan. 

     Visit your financial institution and 

set up several savings accounts before 

you file your taxes. By using tax form 

8888, you can have your refund 

deposited in up to 3 accounts. These accounts can be a 

way for you to save, manage your finances, and to meet 

your financial goals. For example, you can have a 

savings account for a family vacation, increasing  

 

retirement, or for making home repairs. By depositing 

monies into these accounts at tax time you could then 

set a goal to add to them a little each month. 

     Dr. Rebecca J. Travnichek, 

Family Financial Education 

Specialist for University of Missouri 

Extension will be preparing 2010 

income tax returns for FREE at 

multiple locations across Northwest 

Missouri. As part of the Volunteer 

Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 

program, she has been trained and 

certified by the IRS to prepare tax 

returns in order to assist low- to 

middle-income individuals and 

families. To make an appointment to 

have your 2010 income tax return prepared for FREE, 

contact your local county extension center for 

additional information or contact the Andrew County 

Extension Center at (816) 324-3147. 

 

Take $200 ðSplit Your Refund  
by Dr. Rebecca J. Travnichek, AFC, Family Financial Education Specialist 

       The General Services     

Administration Integrated 

Acquisition Environment 

will be rolling out a 

consolidated procurement 

system starting in February 

2011.  The System for Award 

Management (SAM) will 

combine eight procurement 

systems into a one-stop-shop 

for government contracting 

data.  The current system 

requires multiple log-ins to 

access each data source and 

contains many redundancies 

which create inefficiencies and potential data errors.  

Storing data at multiple locations is cost prohibitive 

as well.  The system as it stands also lacks uniform 

standards for operation and support.  

     SAM will combine Central Contractor 

Registration (CCR), Online Representations and 

Certifications (ORCA), Past Performance Information 

Retrieval System (PPRS), Federal Procurement Data 

Systems (FPDS), Federal Business Opportunities 

(FBO), Excluded Parties List System (EPLS), 

Electronic Subcontract Reporting System (e-SRS), 

and On-Line Wage Determination System.  The 

combination of these systems will allow contracting 

officers to find all pertinent information to make an 

award in one place; speeding up this process and 

reducing the potential errors in retrieving data.  

Vendors will see a more streamlined registration and 

certification process. 

     The roll-out schedule for SAM has already begun 

and extends into 2014.  The first systems to be 

migrated to SAM are CCR, ORCA and EPLS.  It is 

expected that the transition will be complete for these 

three systems by December 2012.  Simultaneously, 

FBO, eSRS and WDOL will be making the transition 

as well. The last two systems to be moved to SAM 

will be PPRS and FPDS. 

     For more information on this topic or anything 

related to government contracting, please contact 

your local Procurement Technical Assistance Center 

(PTAC) or visit www.missouribusiness.net/ptac.  

Clinton Dougherty  

Business Procurement 

Specialist 

http://www.missouribusiness.net/ptac
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Tax Time Savings Bonds:  

Invest in Tomorrowôs Dreams Today 
From Doorways to Dreams Fund at www.bondsmakeiteasy.org 

     Kelli Wilmes joined the Extension family in 

January 2011 as the Nutrition and Health Education 

Specialist for the Northwest region serving Atchison, 

Nodaway, Worth, Gentry, De Kalb, Clinton, 

Buchanan, Andrew, and Holt counties.  Kelli is 

originally from Nodaway County and returns to the 

region to provide nutrition education and programming 

to all age groupsðprimarily audiences with low 

incomes.   

     Kelli received her Bachelorôs of Science in dietetics 

from Missouri State University in Springfield, MO and 

completed her dietetic internship and Masterôs of 

Science in Nutrition and Food Sciences from Texas 

Womanôs University in Denton, TX.  She is a 

registered and licensed dietitian and for the last three 

years has worked as a clinical dietitian providing 

medical nutrition therapy, diabetes education, and 

outpatient nutrition counseling to patients. She 

specialized in weight management, food allergies, and 

healthy eating for all age groups. 

     Programming areas she will focus on as a Nutrition 

and Health Education  

Specialist will be 

nutrition, health, food 

safety, food resource 

management and 

physical activity 

promotion that results in 

individual, family and 

community impacts.  

     Kelli is 

headquartered in the 

Nodaway County 

Extension Office, 

Maryville, MO and can 

be reached through e-

mail at 

wilmesk@missouri.edu 

or (660) 582-8101. 

Extension Welcomes Kelli Wilmes,  

Nutrition and Health Education Specialist  

     When your children or grandchildren grow up, what 

will they want to be?  A scientist, so they can discover 

new possibilities? An astronaut, so they can travel to 

distant galaxies? Tax Time Savings Bonds are a safe, 

easy and trusted way to give your loved ones the future 

of their dreams, while theyôre still dreaming. 

     University of Missouri Extension wants you to 

know that for as low as $50, you can purchase a 

savings bond with a portion of your tax refund! 

Savings bonds can be purchased in the name of others, 

so you can gift savings to your children and 

grandchildren. Just select the amount of your refund 

you want to save, and youôll receive your bond in the 

mail. Tax Time Savings Bonds are guaranteed by the 

United States Government. So, when you are ready to 

cash in your bond, you can be sure youôll get all the 

money you saved, plus interest.  

     With this new opportunity, saving is easy and 

already included on your federal tax form. Just ask 

your tax preparer how you can save with bonds. Or, 

when you are filling out your taxes, use Form 8888 to 

purchase savings bonds. No matter where you get your 

taxes done, you can save a portion of your refund in a 

U.S. Savings Bond. You can choose to save for 

yourself or someone else, including your children, 

grandchildren, or other loved ones. 

 

     Buy a savings bond for yourself or your loved 

ones. Donôt forget to ask your tax preparer how to 

save with Tax Time Savings Bonds. 

 

Visit www.bondsmakeiteasy.org to learn more. 

Kelli Wilmes  

Nutrition and Health Education 

Specialist 

http://www.bondsmakeiteasy.org
mailto:wilmesk@missouri.edu
http://www.bondsmakeiteasy.org
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     Every year people fall victim to illness and injury 

that could be avoided if they would take proper safety 

precautions.  If you have to go outside, be alert to the 

impact the cold is having on your body as well as 

others you may be with, and act appropriately.  

Frostbite and hypothermia are two major concerns for 

individuals to remain alert for during cold weather.  

Wind chill plays an important part in the effect of cold 

on your body. 

What is Wind Chill?  

     Wind Chill is the term used to describe the rate of 

heat loss on the human body resulting from the 

combined effect of low temperature and wind. As 

winds increase, heat is carried away from the body at a 

faster rate, driving down both the skin temperature and 

eventually the internal body temperature. This chart 

shows you how to determine the wind chill.  The spot 

on the chart where the wind speed and the temperature 

intersect tells you the wind chill.      

What is Hypothermia? 

     Hypothermia begins when a personôs normal body 

temperature drops by 3 degrees or reaches 96 F°.  Use 

of certain medications and use of alcohol increase risk 

of hypothermia.  Hypothermia can kill. People who 

survive hypothermia are very likely to suffer lasting ill 

effects. 

Treatment for Hypothermia 

     If the person is unconscious or acts confused, call an 

ambulance. Move the person to a warm place. Cover              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the person with warm blankets. Give warm liquids only 

if the individual is conscious. Concentrate on warming 

the body core, neck and head first. Gently rub the 

person ONLY if the person is conscious and there are 

no signs of frostbite. 

What is Frostbite? 

     Frostbite is the freezing of body tissue. Skin will 

appear discolored, may be hard, or white and puffy.  

Most susceptible areas are fingers, toes, earlobes and 

the tip of the nose.  Severe frostbite can result in tissue 

loss and loss of digits and 

limbs. 

Treatment for Frostbite 

     Call an ambulance 

immediately.  Move the 

person to a warm area.  DO 

NOT rub, twist or bend the 

affected area. Place 

frostbite areas in warm, not 

hot, water for 30 minutes. 

Do not pop blisters. Be sure 

to cover the person with 

warm blankets. 

 

Know the signs of 

frostbite and 

hypothermia.  It is up to 

you to protect your health 

during cold weather. 

Cold Weather Reminders  
by Beverly Maltsberger, Community Development Specialist 
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Plant Damage in Cold Weather  

by Tim Baker, Horticulture Specialist 

Whenever we get bitterly cold weather, our 

horticultural thoughts often drift toward plant 

survival and the prospect of next year's crop.  This 

is especially important for commercial 

orchardists, but homeowners with fruit and 

ornamental plantings can be justifiably anxious as 

well.  The problem not only concerns immediate 

physical damage to the plants, but also the amount 

of flower bud loss and sometimes the actual 

survival of the plant.  Immediate physical damage 

can be estimated quickly, but flower bud loss may 

not be fully known until next spring. 

When winter storms come, we sometimes see a 

lot of broken limbs and trees weighted down with 

too much snow and ice.  In past storms, many 

homeowners have lost valuable trees which not 

only increased the beauty of their yard, but shaded 

their home from the summer sun.  Thus they not 

only find their property less attractive, but the 

stormôs toll can result in higher cooling costs in 

the summer. 

If you do find smaller trees weighted down by 

loose snow, you may try to brush them off.  This 

sometimes works well.  However, if there has 

been an ice storm, and your treeôs branches are 

coated with ice, donôt try to remove it.  First of 

all, it probably wonôt come off.  Secondly, you 

are likely to cause major damage to the tree.  

Itôs best to just wait until the ice melts off. 

If the tree has suffered major limb 

breakage, you may want to go ahead and trim 

the tree, to prevent further damage.  This is 

especially true if life or property is endangered 

by the tree.  However, donôt put yourself in 

danger when pruning the tree.  It might be 

safest to hire a professional. 

Other than obvious limb breakage, what 

other kinds of injury can occur?  One common 

type is sunscald.  This occurs when the sun 

warms up a tree's trunk during the day, 

followed by a hard freeze at night.  It is mainly 

noticed on the south side of the tree, especially 

in young trees, with thin bark.  To help prevent 

this type of injury, many orchardists paint the 

trunks of their fruit trees white. Alternatively, a 

white expandable plastic tree wrap, while more 

expensive, works great.  It can also protect a 

tree from mice, rabbits, and other animals that 

may gnaw on the bark. 

Another cold weather problem is the loss of 

flower buds.  In this case, you may not be aware 

of the damage until you fail to see flowers open.  

If enough buds are killed, you can have a severe 

reduction in yield. 

When accessing the amount of damage that has 

been done by cold weather, several factors come 

into play.  One is the temperature itself.  Certain 

plants just can't tolerate temperatures below a 

specific point. Oranges, for example, just arenôt 

going to make it in Northwest Missouri. 

When analyzing flower bud loss, it depends on 

the stage that the tree is in.  Has the tree fully 

hardened (is it truly dormant?).  Has its chilling 

requirement been satisfied yet?  How warm has it 

been in the time leading up to the cold snap that 

may have caused injury? 

Another factor is wind.  If a lot of wind is 

present, it tends to dry out the buds and twigs.  

You must also consider how long the cold snap 

lasts.  The longer it continues the more damage 
(Continued on page 10)                                                                  

(Continued on page 10) 
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     Do you have a passion for gardening?  Would you 

like to learn more about gardening?  Are you interested 

in volunteering your time for community betterment 

using your gardening skills? 

     University of Missouri Extension has just the 

opportunity for you.  As a special outreach of the 

university, Master Gardeners have the opportunity to 

develop their gardening knowledge as they help others 

in the community. 

     Before someone is certified as a Master Gardener, 

they must take a series of classes. This year our Master 

Gardeners will be taught for 13 consecutive weeks 

about all aspects of gardening.  Topics include plant 

growth, soils, diseases, insects, fruits, vegetables, 

flowers, trees, and many others. 

     After they graduate, Master Gardeners are 

required to fulfill 30 hours of service to the 

community.  Thatôs really not too difficult.  

Every month, Master Gardeners meet as a 

group, and come up with volunteer projects 

to work on. 

     Volunteer service can include many types 

of projects.  Many groups focus on 

beautification projects in their communities.  

Some teach gardening knowledge through 

speaking or writing.  Youth gardening 

projects, and working with the elderly are 

good projects as well.  There are many other 

projects that are possible, and as long as it is 

some type of community service, only your 

imagination is the limit. 

     Master Gardeners include adults of all 

ages and come from a wide variety of 

backgrounds.  Some have extensive 

knowledge, and others come ready to learn.  

But they all have two traits in common: a 

love of gardening and a desire to help others. 

And Master Gardening is a lot of fun as well.  

Our monthly meetings are an enjoyable time 

to get together with fellow gardeners, and 

learn from each other. 

     On March 1st, University of Missouri 

Extension will be starting another series of 

training classes.  We will be meeting on 

Tuesday evenings, from 6 to 9 PM, at several 

locations around Northwest Missouri.  

Classes will be taught by interactive 

television or web conferencing software, and 

each location will be able to ask questions of the 

instructors and communicate with other training sites.  

     Tentative training locations include Bethany, 

Chillicothe, Gallatin, Princeton, St. Joseph, and 

Plattsburg.  The selection of final sites will depend on 

the number of applications received for each site. 

Master Gardeners receive a core manual which covers 

each of the classes. The cost for the training classes 

will be $95.  If spouses attend together, the cost for the 

couple will be $165 if a second core manual is not 

required. 

     For more information about Master Gardening, and 

a registration form, please call Tim Baker in Gallatin at 

(660) 663-3232, or Tom Fowler in St. Joseph at (816)

279-1691.   

Master Gardener training to be offered in    

Northwest Missouri  

by Tim Baker, Horticulture Specialist 

For more information on the Fruit Tree Pruning Workshop or for 

a registration form, contact the Platte County extension office at 

(816) 270-2141 or by email at platteco@missouri.edu 

mailto:platteco@missouri.edu
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Replacement Heifer Breeding Weights  

by Shawn Deering, Livestock Specialist  

Replacement Heifer Breeding Weights  
 Recently there has been a great deal of press 

about what the target weight should be for heifers at 

breeding.  For many years, the accepted standard has 

been for heifers to weigh 65% of their mature body 

weight at breeding time.  Some research indicates that 

65% might be too high.  Oklahoma State University 

researchers designed a study to examine this topic.  A 

total of thirty-four crossbred heifers (in three different 

years) were evaluated at puberty and also at maturity 

(five to seven years of age).  Blood plasma 

progesterone concentrations  were used to determine 

when cyclicity began and at that time shrunk body 

weights were obtained.  Mature cow weights were 

taken during mid-gestation and were adjusted to a body 

condition score of five.  The conclusion of their study 

suggested that producers wanting to be certain that a 

high percentage (90% or more) of their replacement 

heifers have reached puberty before the start of the 

breeding season need to have heifers weigh at least 

60% of their mature weight. 

Pre-Breeding Exams for Heifers 

 One of the components of the Show-Me-Select 

Heifer Program is pre-breeding examinations of 

heifers.  These exams include a reproductive tract 

score, pelvic measurement, and a body weight 

measurement if possible.  By taking these steps prior to 

the breeding season, producers can eliminate heifers 

that have abnormally small or misshapen pelvic areas.  

They can also remove heifers that have under-

developed or infantile reproductive tracts.  This should 

help decrease calving problems and also decrease the 

number of open females at pregnancy check time. 

 Here is a ñreal-worldò example.  A producer 

had sixty head of heifers and ten head of them came up 

open.  His veterinarian told him that three of them 

never would have bred due to the size of their 

reproductive tracts.  He was out pasture, supplemental 

feed, bull expense, mineral, vaccinations, etc.  He 

thought he might do pre-breeding exams this year! 

Emerging Issues in Agriculture  

by Bob Kelly, Ag Business Specialist 

     With all of the talk circulating about how EPA is 

going to regulate agriculture as a non-point source 

pollutant, we need to start looking at what impact this 

will have on our farming operations.  Not only is EPA 

using the Clean Water Act to potentially regulate 

agriculture, they are also looking at the Clean Air Act 

and the Endangered Species Act. 

     So what does all of this mean to you?  We are not 

totally sure!  But we do know that changes are coming.  

To better help you understand what might happen we 

have put together a program called ñEmerging Issues in 

Agricultureò.  It will be held at the Fulkerson Center on 

the Missouri Western State University campus on 

February 23rd.  We will have Dr. Ron Plain, Ag 

Economist from the University of Missouri, to discuss 

the economy and the impacts of recent happenings on 

agriculture.  We also have Garrett Hawkins from the 

Missouri Farm Bureau to give us their take on where 

we are headed.   We have other speakers coming in to 

address regulations dealing with on farm fuel and 

pesticide storage, potential regulation of pesticide 

applications, and the potential impact of EPAôs new 

direction. 

     The meeting will begin at 10 am and conclude 

around 3 pm.  It will be at the Fulkerson Center on 

February 23.  Please call your local Extension Center to 

let us know that you are coming so we can have a meal 

count. 

 

     If you have any questions or need special ADA 

assistance, contact Bob Kelly at (816) 279-1691. 
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Northwest Regional     

4 -H Camp  

     

Attention all 14-18 year olds that want to be a  

4-H Camp Counselor! 

 

June 7-10 & June 14-17, 2011 

 

Counselor applications are out and are available at 

your county extension office. 

    

Applications are due by March 15th to: 

 Livingston County MU Extension 

 409 Washington St. 

 Chillicothe, MO  64601.   

 

The application and selection process is         

different this year: 

 

     All applicants must attend one of 2 Counselor 

Selection Workshops at Camp Crowder.  This will be 

a chance to learn leadership skills, team building, and 

work on a Crowder improvement project.  After the 

workshop, applicants will be judged on 3 equally 

weighted components:  written application, local 4-H 

staff recommendation, and interactions at the 

Counselor Selection Workshop.  Following these 

components, the selection will be made.   

 

Get those counselor applications NOW.   

 

     The Missouri 4-H 

Shooting Sports 

Advisory Committee has 

recommended expanding 

the State Shoot to 

include 2 new events in 

2011:   

 

¶ Sporting Clays for 

shotgun 

¶ 3-D Archery for 

archery  

 

 

     These two events will be conducted on Sunday, 

September 18 at Prairie Grove Shotgun Sports, 

Columbia.  This now makes the September State 

Shoot a 2-day event, September 17 & 18.   The State 

Trap Shoot is scheduled for August 27.   Complete  

and updated rules for 2011 will be released by mid-

February.   

 

State Shoot Expands  
by Gerry Snapp 

     We are looking for host families to provide a home 

stay for Japanese youth ages 12-16 who arrive July 23 

and depart August 18.  A sibling of same gender and 

within 2 years of Japanese youth is needed.  Prefer 

that a regular routine be maintained by your family so 

they have a óUSA family experience.ò  It is okay to 

provide special travel for them but not necessary or 

required. 

     Following receipt of your application, we conduct 

an in-home interview and then provide orientation and 

support throughout the program time 24/7. The youth 

will have insurance and power of authority from 

Japanese parents for their participation. 

 

Contact Joyce Taylor at TaylorJL@missouri.edu or 

(573) 882-6393 for more details and how to apply. 

mailto:TaylorJL@missour.edu


9  
PAGE  9  EXTENSION NEWS  

4
-
-H

 Y
o

u
th

 D
e

v
e
lo

p
m

e
n

t
 

     Winners for the Level I and Level II Missouri 

Recognition Form judging have been announced for 

the Northwest Region.  The top two forms from each of 

the fifteen counties were submitted for rigorous 

judging conducted by three judges.  The top Level I 4-

H members, ages 8-10, to be awarded a $50 camp 

scholarship, state medal and certificate are:   

¶ Madelyn Derks, Gentry  

¶ Madilyn Sager, Gentry 

¶ Kaitlyn Huessner, Livingston 

¶ Jacob Velequaz, Buchanan  

¶ Logan Cusick, Buchanan 

¶ Jamie McPike, Clinton    

 

 

The Level II regional  winners, ages 11-13, each 

received a paid scholarship to the 2011 State 4-H Teen 

Conference, a State Medal and Certificate:   

¶ Remington Cox, Livingston  

¶ Tanner Johnson, Daviess  

¶ Braden Millard, DeKalb 

     Congratulations to each of these outstanding 4-H 

members for their outstanding work on their forms 

which represents amazing 4-H work as they develop 

leadership, life skills, and citizenship. 

 

     The final phase of the 

regional judging of Level III 

forms for teens, ages 14-18, 

begins in January to compete 

for an opportunity to attend the 

National 4-H Congress in 

Atlanta, Georgia over 

Thanksgiving 2011.  The NW 

region was proud to have 7 of 

the 28 Missouri State 

Delegates participate in the 

2010 National Congress. 

NW Missouri Regional 4 -H Recognition Form      

Winners Announced  

by Debbie Davis, Youth Development Specialist 

     Are you a student who loves science? Do you have 

a good idea for an experiment that youôd like to share 

with the world?  To help make todayôs young scientists 

the rock stars of tomorrow, in partnership with CERN, 

The LEGO Group, National Geographic and Scientific 

American, weôre introducing the first global online 

science competition: the Google Science Fair. Itôs open 

to students around the world who are between the ages 

of 13-18. All you need is access to a computer, the 

Internet and a web browser. 

     You may have participated in local or regional 

science fairs where you had to be in the same physical 

space to compete with kids in your area. Now any 

student with an idea can participate from anywhere, 

and share their idea with the world. You build and 

submit your projectðeither by yourself or in a team of 

up to threeðentirely online. Students in India (or Israel 

or Ireland) will be able to compete with students in 

Canada (or Cambodia or Costa Rica) for prizes 

including once-in-a-lifetime experiences (like a trip to 

the Galapagos Islands with a National Geographic 

Explorer), scholarships and real-life work opportunities 

(like a five-day trip to CERN in Switzerland). And if 

youôre entering a science fair locally, please feel free to 

post that project online with Google Science Fair, too! 

 

     To enter, register online and create your project as a 

Google Site. Registration is open through April 4, 

2011. Please note: you must get parental or guardian 

consent in order to compete. You can check out the 

complete rules at http://www.google.com/events/

sciencefair/rules.html. After April 4, weôll begin 

judging and will announce our semi-finalists in early 

May.     
  

Google Science Fair Seeks  

Budding Einsteins and Curies  
by Bill Pabst 

http://www.google.com/events/sciencefair#utm_campaign=en_US&utm_medium=launchblog&utm_source=gsf
http://www.google.com/events/sciencefair/prizes.html
https://services.google.com/fb/forms/gosfregistration/
https://sites.google.com/site/sites/system/app/pages/meta/dashboard/create-new-site?st=https://sites.google.com/site/sciencefairsubmission/&title=Google+Science+Fair+Project+Template&pli=1
http://www.google.com/events/sciencefair/rules.html
http://www.google.com/events/sciencefair/rules.html
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FEBRUARY  2011 

8 Farm & Small Business Estate Planning, Tuesday, February 8, 6:30 pm to 9 pm, Carrollton Public Library, 1 N. Folger, 

Carrollton.  Topics:   Equivalent exemption, new dollar amount, lower maximum real estate tax rate, 2010 estates, opt in or 

opt out, special provisions, sunset provision.  Cost is $10.00.  Register with the Carroll County Extension Office, 111 N 

Mason, Carrollton, MO 64633 or (660) 542-1792. 

 22 Alfalfa School Meeting, Tuesday, February 22, 9 am to 4 pm, Nodaway County Administration Center, Maryville.  The 

school will teach growers the alfalfa production techniques from seeding through harvest.  Economics, quality, using alfalfa 

as a feed will also be discussed.  Cost is $35.00.  Contact Holt County Extension at (660) 446-3724 to pre-register for 

materials and meals. 

23 Emerging Issues in Agriculture, Wednesday, February 23, 10 am to 3pm, Fulkerson Conference Center, Missouri Western 

State University, 4525 Downs Drive, St Joseph.  Dr. Ron Plain, Ag Economist from University of Missouri, will discuss the 

economy and the impacts of recent happenings on Agriculture.  Garrett Hawkins from the Missouri Farm Bureau will give 

their take on where agriculture is headed.  Register by February 21, 2011.  Contact Bob Kelly at (816) 279-1691 or 

kellyr@missouri.edu 

28 Annieôs Project-Session 1 of 6, 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm, Northwest Technical School, Maryville.  Teams of instructors, which 

represent University Extension, government and private agribusinesses deliver educational programming in the five areas of 

risk: production management, financial management, marketing, legal issues, and human resources.  Beyond the six week 

course, the participants continue to serve as mentors to one another, and are given an opportunity to continue their education 

on-line through Iowa Stateôs Agricultural Management e-School.  Cost is $50.00.  Contact Randa Doty at (660) 582-8101 or 

dotyr@missouri.edu for information and a registration form.   

M ARCH  2011 

2 Winning Government Contracts-The First Steps, Wednesday, March 2, 1 pm to 4 pm, Buchanan County Extension, 4125 

Mitchell, St Joseph.  Gain the knowledge and skills necessary to propel your business into the realm of government 

contracting.  Learn about required registrations, the different agencies and their buying practices, and how to effectively 

market your business to get the winning edge in contract bidding.  Register by February 25, 2011.  Cost is $50.00.  Contact 

Clint Dougherty at (816) 279-1691 or doughertyc@missouri.edu. 

19 4-H Shooting Sports Safety Course, Saturday, March 19, 8 am to 4 pm, Lance Construction, 12795 CR 332, Savannah.  No 

charge.  Contact Carol Williams at (816) 324-3147 williamscarol@missouri.edu. 

you will see.  And finally, are the temperatures changing 

rapidly?  If so, it will increase plant injury.  This is usually 

what gets the plants in the early season, Arctic blasts.  This 

type of injury occurs because the plants have not had time to 

acclimatize to cold conditions. 

When we get closer to spring, and a cold snap comes 

along of particular concern, damage depends on the stage 

that the flower bud is in.  Fully dormant flower buds can 

take much colder temperatures compared to later in the 

season, when they start to expand and open. 

Now letôs look at some specific examples. 

With apples and pears, fully dormant buds are fairly 

hardy, and should be okay in Northwest Missouri under 

normal circumstances.  When the buds start to swell, 

however, a 15 degree temperature may take out 10% of the 

crop.  If it gets as low as 2 degrees at this stage, youôll likely 

see up to 90% loss.  As the blossoms progress, the 

temperatures where injury occur are higher.  At full bloom a 

25 degree temperature will take out 90% of the crop, and 

even a 28 degree temperature may see some loss. 

Peaches and nectarines have similar numbers at bloom 

time, but they are not as hardy even when dormant.  If the 

temperature were to drop as low as -18 degrees, you could 

lose up to 90% of the crop.  You can even lose blooms at 

warmer temperatures, even though the tree is fully dormant. 

Strawberries begin to see damage between +10 and 0 

degrees.  But if you have mulched them properly, they 

should be in good shape.  Also, if you get snow on top the 

mulch, this provides additional protection. 

Grapes vary in response to temperature.  American 

grapes, such as the Concord, can go as low as -18 degrees 

farenheit, although some damage could occur above that.  

French hybrid vines are less tolerant to cold, and damage 

may start to occur in the -5 to -10 degree range. 

Blueberries are fairly hardy, with bud damage being seen 

at -17 to -20 degrees farenheit. 

After a freeze event, growers may cut flowers to see if 

they are still alive.  They can then estimate their crop loss.  

The ultimate test is, however, to wait until spring to see 

what happens. Sometimes they are pleasantly surprised, and 

donôt have as much damage as expected. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Regional Director      Regional Administrative Associate  

Karma Metzgar, St. Joseph (816) 279-6064 Jill Knadler, St. Joseph  (816) 279-6064 
 

Human Environmental Sciences                             

Family Financial Education   Nutrition & Health Education                

Rebecca J. Travnichek, Savannah (816) 324-3147 Janet Hackert, Bethany  (660) 425-6434 

   Kelli Wilmes, Maryville  (660) 582-8101 

Housing and Environmental Design   

Trenton office (vacant)  Nutrition Program Associates 

  Debbie Herrold, Maryville (660) 582-8101 

Human Development  Tracy Minnis, Maryville (660) 582-8101 

Don L. Miller, St. Joseph (816) 279-1691 Connie Mowrer, Maryville (660) 582-8101 

Jessica Trussell, Chillicothe (660) 646-0811 Angie Rhoad, Maryville (660) 582-8101 

  Gina Ripley, Maryville (660) 582-8101 

Family Nutrition Education Program Manager   Sue Robison, Maryville  (660) 582-8101 

Sara Brooke, Maryville (660) 582-8101 Stephanie Weddle, Maryville (660) 582-8101 
 

Business Development and Procurement  

Clint Dougherty, PTAC, St. Joseph  (816) 279-1691 Tom Kelso, Oregon  (660) 446-3724 
 

Community Development  

Jerry Baker, Rock Port (660) 744-6231 Beverly Maltsberger, St. Joseph (816) 279-1691 

Wilson Majee, Princeton (660) 748-3315 
 

Agriculture  

Ag Business     Livestock  

Randa Doty, Maryville (660) 582-8101 Shawn Deering, Albany (660) 726-5610 

Kevin Hansen, Chillicothe (660) 646-0811 Jim Humphrey, Savannah (816) 324-3147 

Bob Kelly, St. Joseph (816) 279-1691 Amie Schleicher, Rock Port (660) 744-6231 
 

Agronomy     Horticulture 

Heather Benedict, Bethany (660) 425-6434 Tim Baker, Gallatin (660) 663-3232 

Wayne Flanary, Oregon (660) 446-3724 Tom Fowler, St. Joseph (816) 279-1691 

      

Natural Resource Engineering (Graves-Chapple Superintendent)  

Jim Crawford, Rock Port  (660) 744-6231 
 

4 -H Youth Development  

Specialists 

Debbie Davis (Clinton , DeKalb, Caldwell) (816) 539-3765 Becky Simpson (Daviess, Harrison, Gentry) (660) 663-3232 

Annette Deering (Nodaway, Worth, Atchison) (660) 582-8101 Ron Walker (Buchanan, Andrew, Holt) (816) 279-1691 

Shaun Murphy (Livingston, Mercer, Grundy) (660) 646-0811     
(Bolded county name indicates headquartered county.) 
 

Youth Program Assistants or Associates 

Lisa Delameter (Mercer, Grundy) (660) 748-3313 Kari Stock (Harrison ) (660) 425-6434 

Dale Hunsburger (Clinton , DeKalb, Caldwell) (888) 449-2201(ext 704) Rick Smith (Buchanan 4-H LIFE ) (660) 646-0811 

Teresa Kurtz (Holt , Atchison) (660) 446-3724 Carol Williams (Andrew) (816) 324-3147 

Karla Parman (Worth ) (660) 564-3363 Pat Wood (Livingston) (660) 646-0811 

Janet Sager (Gentry) (660) 726-5610  

Julie Schmitt (Buchanan) (816) 279-1691  
  

Hundley Whaley Superintendent  

Bruce Burdick, Albany (660) 726-3698 
 

Information technology  

Meridith Berry, St. Joseph (816) 279-1691 

Newsletter editors  

Meridith Berry & Bob Kelly, St. Joseph  
 

layout designer  

Nicole Arn, St. Joseph 

Northwest Region Extension Specialists  

Northwest Regionôs 

Small Business & Technology 

Development Centers 
 

Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville 

SBTDC Regional Office 

Dr. Frank Veeman (660) 562-1701 
 

St. Joseph Satellite Office 
Rebecca Evans (816) 364-4105 

 

Chillicothe Satellite Office 

Steve Holt (660) 646-6920 

Toll -Free Numbers:  
 

Caldwell County 
(888) 663-3232 
 

DeKalb County 
(888) 449-2101 
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YOU CAN  USE 
E XTENSION  N EWS            

Contact the Buchanan County 

Extension Center at  

(816) 279-1691 or your local 
extension office to have your name 
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This is a publication that combines topics 

on Human Environmental Sciences, 

Horticulture, Agriculture, 4-H Youth 

Development, Business Development, and 

Community Development. It is published by 

extension specialists for individuals and 

families living in Northwest Missouri. Your 

local county extension council provides 

funding for this newsletter. 

 

If you have received this newsletter in error 

or no longer wish to continue receiving it, 

contact Buchanan County Extension at 

(816) 279-1691. 

 
Disclaimer: Special endorsement of products 

mentioned in this newsletter is not intended, nor is 

criticism implied of similar products not mentioned. 
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