
What every 4-H’ers should know about 

State Fair Guidelines



Space restrictions

Safety

Differentiation



What’s the difference?



Must be no larger than 11”x 
22” (half-sheet of poster 
board) Can be smaller

 Information on the poster 
must be flat

Should have no three-
dimensional items attached





Must not exceed 11” high x 12” 
deep x 14” wide (science display 
boards are too large!!)

Must stand alone
Must include three dimensional 
items

 Please avoid sharp objects, live 
ammunition and batteries





Must not require floor space 
larger than 14” x 22”

 Should show how something 
actually works (cutaway sections 
of motors or computers)

Considered hands-on exhibits so 
fairgoers can touch





General
Working
 Electric Theater
 Specialty

 In all cases, a 4-H’er can present 
only one demonstration/year at the 
State Fair.



4-H’er shows and tells others 
how to do something

Demonstrate for 5 – 10 minutes

Usually more formal than 
working demonstrations

Can be team demonstration with 
no more than 3 demonstrators



4-H’er works continuously on an 
item or shows a particular skill

Demonstrate for 30 minutes

A formal presentation is not given

Respond to questions of fairgoers



4-H’ers present general-type 
demonstrations

Electricity must be used in the 
demonstration



 4-H’ers selected at the county level may 
participate in one of 5 specialty contests 
sponsored by Missouri’s commodity groups 
or State Department



•Egg – 4 demonstrations/county – must fall in appropriate age 
brackets.  This is a qualifier for national competition

•Pork – 6 demonstrations/county – must fall in appropriate 
age brackets

•International Topics – 2 demonstrations/county – must fall in 
appropriate age brackets

•Agri-Missouri Foods – 3 demonstrations/county – must fall in 
appropriate age brackets

•Soyfoods – 6 demonstrations/county – must fall in 
appropriate age brackets

Guidelines for specialty demonstrations vary.  Visit the 
http://4h.missouri.edu/go/events/statefair/



A county can send up to

41 demonstrations!


