
Geographical Indications (GIs) and Sustainable Rural Development:

Exploring the Connections

A National By-Invitation Conference, to be held May 16-18, 2005

Radisson Hotel, Clayton:  St. Louis, Missouri, USA
Intended Audience:
· State and federal agency personnel from offices concerned with agriculture, rural development and trade 
· Representatives of producers who currently have GI protection, or who desire such protection
· Representatives of business interests concerned with protecting product names associated with particular places or regions
· University researchers and administrators who share these concerns
· Diplomatic personnel from US and foreign embassies, the World Trade Organization, and the World Intellectual Property Organization
Purpose of Meeting:
· Promote better understanding of geographical indications (labels of origin) 
· Explore the applicability of GIs to regional specialty foods and wine in the US

· Disseminate information about the current trade status of GIs in the US
· Facilitate open discussion of the impacts of GIs on sustainable rural development 
· Clarify European Union calls for a multilateral registry for GIs 
· Clarify WTO negotiations on establishment of a multilateral register for GIs, and extension of GI protection to all products
· Encourage dialogue about GIs among state and federal agencies in the US
Co-sponsored by:
* University of Missouri-Columbia:  Department of Rural Sociology, Division of Applied

   Social Sciences; College of   Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources; School of Law;
   European Union    Center; Hotel and Restaurant Management Program; Rural Policy

   Research Institute, Truman School of Public Affairs
* National Agricultural Law Center, University of Arkansas-Fayetteville


* Drake University Agricultural Law Center, Des Moines, Iowa
Contact:  Dr. Elizabeth Barham, (573) 882-7302, Email:  BarhamE@missouri.edu
